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Announcing

The limited
publication of
a “TABLE TOP”
edition devoted
exclusively to

AMERICAN

TREE
PEONIE .

63 BRILLIANT FULL
COLOR PHOTOS

True, tree peonies with their 1400 year
history are not native to America. But a
class of exceptional HYBRID tree
peonies are. Efforts by seven world
renowned American hybridizers* who
successfully cross-pollenated P. Lutea
with P. Suffructicosa are covered in this
limited edition. Photos are razor sharp
in detail and reflect all the brilliance
and subtle hues of these native
Americans, including the new genera-
tion of ITOH’s.

Appended cultural notes cover:

® Tree peony his tory * A.P. Saunders, William Gratwick, Nassos Daphnis,
: David Reath, Toichi Domoto,
o Plan“ng and general cultqre Don Hollingsworth and Roger Anderson
® Propagation by root grafting of
scions
® 3 £ : ; .
Pruning, fertilization, winter $25 Postpaid

protection, etc.

Compiled and edited by
Greta M. Kessenich; Send check or money order to—

e B e AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY
250 Interlachen Road, Hopkins, MN 55343
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A VALUABLE PEONY
REFERENCE VOLUME HIGHLIGHTING

HYBRID
PEONIES

Herbaceous
Peonies in

gy FULL

American | COLOR!
Hybrid Peony | « onotos

130 Herbaceous
Hybrids
32 Species

® All Named

® Biographical Data
® 208 Pages

® 65/8° x 9"

® Hard Cover —
Embossed in Gold

Ever since contemporary hybridizers unraveled the

Devised and mysteries of cross pollinating peony species, hybrid
Compiled by crosses have received spellbound attention. This long-
reta M. Kessenich, awaited effort adds to the excitement of _growing
grea M. K peonies. Photos permit comparing your hybrids with

Don Hollimgsworth those authenticated by the hybrid committee

Hybridizing and plus scores of sideline notes and general
g’iblioymp/ty information. Be one of the first$25.00

to own this premiere edition, just ...... Postpaid

Send check or money order to—

AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY
250 Interlachen Road, Hopkins, MN 55343
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23329 Ellington Avenue
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DEPT. OF REGISTRATION

The department was formed to properly supervise the nomenclature of the different varieties and kinds of
peonies. All new varieties should be registered to avoid duplication of names.

Greta M. Kessenich, Secretary
OBJECTIVES )

The Articles of Incorporation state: Section (2) That the particular objects for which the corporation
is to be formed are as follows: To increase the general interest in the cultivation and use of the Peony; to
improve the methods of its cultivation and methods of placing it upon the market; to increase its use as a
decorative flower; to bring more thorough understanding between those interested in its culture; to
properly supervise the nomenclature of the different varieties and kinds of peonies; to stimulate the
growing and introduction of improved seedlings and crosses of such flower; and to promote any kind of the
general objects herein specified by holding or causing to be held exhibitions, and awarding or causing or
procuring to be awarded, prizes therefor or in any other manner.

The AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY BULLETIN is the official Society publication. It is mailed
postpaid quarterly to all members in good standing.

MEMBERSHIP

The By-Laws state: All reputable persons, professional or amateur, who are interested in the
Peony; its propagation, culture, sale and development are eligible for membership. Dues are as follows:

Single Annual $10.00 Family Triennial 35.00

Single Triennial 25.00 Life Membership . . 300.00

Family Annual........... 15.00 Commercial membership .........cccccereveenrnrenenecd 25.00
Family membership, any two related members in same household.......................... One Bulletin

For those who wish to further support the Society, the following special memberships are available.

Contributing $25.00 Supporting $100.00
Sustaining 50.00 Patron 250.00
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AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY
250 Interlachen Road, Hopkins, Minnesota 55343

I hereby apply for membership in the American Peony Society
Membership renewal [_]

Enclosed is $ for my dues.

Class of membership desired (check one)

'] Anvvial MemnBershin. « o ex s wiiss s wrsions s valldo st o $ 10.00
[] Family Membership ..............coivieneunnn.. $ 15.00
T SRBREE - - i b i Bt i S e el B $ 25.00
fo] Earnily TEETA o oos b8 o smls s 4o b S W o id & o $ 35.00
IO ORartereiit] - oo sod i o 5 aob 618 o3 S50 a0 b L G T d A $ 25.00
] Contribtling: .. oix e sds o shiis s bk fat i s e n sy $ 25.00
I EOBtaiime oo vy Sol v s wife ks Saiun sices s Sesi wods $ 50.00
E] SOPPRERE o6 5 s 1 5w w oy v § esiad e s srdtus $ 100.00
[ Life Membership ... .........cooviiinenninenn.. $ 300.00
R 0 O DR S SO ORI P RS R I St $ 250.00
Membership rates for Canada are the same as the United States.
1 Other ries Membership D

SIS ATRNAL ) o o5 0 ks o5 8766 908w vhers i 505 shy Saain b 1 $20.00
Single TrHenDIEl v s i c i F it v D airs s & 67 e s v i s $55.00

Dues are paid the first of any year. We cannot accept credit cards.
Money received for membership is used for payment of the Bulletin
and office supplies.

Your canceled check and/or money order stub is your membership
card. Any cash received will be acknowledged.

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP CODE
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If you cut a tree, plant a tree.
It is nature’s replaceable energy.
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President’s Message

100th iv Show nvention

As current President and National Show Chairman of the Ameri-
can Peony Society, I am delighted to extend this invitation to attend
our upcoming One-Hundredth Anniversary Show and Convention,
June 13-15, 2003. In honor of the Anniversary, the Convention will
highlight our history and celebrate our growing future. All who
appreciate the beauty of peonies are invited to attend and partici-
pate. It is my hope that we will draw near Members into the Society
as well as encourage those who may not have attended in recent
years. The Minnesota Landscape Arboretum site offers over 1,000
acres of beauty, more than 5,000 plant varieties, and a remarkable
peony collection. Take some time to enjoy the 42 extensive plant col-
lections and acres of display gardens, rolling hills, native woodlands,
wetlands, and prairies.

At the Arboretum Show auditorium, prominent American grow-
ers will be displaying peonies that have stood the test of time and
evaluation, as well as the latest modern hybrids. We are hoping that
our foreign Members will also participate, underscoring the world-
wide appeal of our favorite cultivar. The Show atmosphere is one of
exhibition, rather than competition, so you need not feel intimidat-
ed —please bring your blooms! No doubt, several new peony varieties
will be on display and you are sure to leave with a list of desired for
your own garden. Seeing the hundreds of flowers firsthand is an
opportunity that no photograph can replicate.

Several new aspects have been added to the Convention this
year. The peony auction and potted plant sales (both at the Arbore-
tum and after dinner) will be substantial and of interest to those
wishing to add to their collections. Plant donations are still being
received, with some growers offering gift certificates from their nurs-
eries. (Please contact me directly with any donations. Thank you.)
Show lectures and our dinner keynote speaker will educate and
entertain. The dinner reception is an opportune time to mingle with
professional growers and gardeners alike—APS Members are willing
to share their knowledge and experiences with others. Following din-
ner, a free raffle of choice peony varieties will also take place.

The Society has grown for one hundred years through the gener-
ous spirit of volunteerism and support from individuals like yourself.
Together, we can make their year’s Anniversary Show memorable
and worthy of the occasion. Please help spread the word that this is
the year to attend the National APS Show and Convention. Bring
forth the beauty from your own fields and gardens. Share what you
have and know, learn from others, and join in the camaraderie.
Come relish with us in the joy and splendor of the blooms.

See you in June!

Steve Johnson, President

American Peony Society

+
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America Peony Society
Convention & Exhibition

Minnesota Landscape Arboretum
Chanhassen, Minnesota
June 13, 14, 15, 2003

SCHEDULE OF SHOW EVENTS

Note that entrance to the Arboretum is free for those APS Members
showing flowers. A badge will be issued at the gate. All other APS
Members will be issued a weekend pass for $7.00/person (a $21 val-
ue). Nonmembers of the public will be charged $7.00/person for each
entrance to the Arboretum.

FRIDAY, June 13

Noon-2:00 p.m. — Preparation/set up area tent and tables time.

2:00-9:00 p.m. — MN Landscape Arboretum gate will begin issuing
badges for those APS Members showing flowers and preparation of
show entries will commence. The preparation area tent will hold
tables, flower bottles, a water supply, and the necessary entry
labels. The tent is adjacent to the show auditorium.

3:00-9:00 p.m. — The Auditorium is open for positioning of entries.

SATURDAY, June 14

7:00 a.m. — The Arboretum opens for registration and set up of bloom
and floral arrangement entries.
11:30 a.m. — Registration of entries ends and judging starts. Lunch is
“on your own.”
1:00-7:00 p.m. — Show officially opens to the public.
1:30 p.m. — Seminars begin in the Fireside Room, upstairs from the Aud.
1. Scott Reath—Tree Peonies & Grafting
2. To Be Announced
5:30 p.m. — The Chestnuts Ballroom opens at 207 Chestnut Street, Chas-
ka, MN. The ballroom is located one block north of the Best Western
Chaska River Inn and Suites (walking distance). (The ballroom is
downstairs from the main restaurant and lounge.) Silent and live auc-
tion sale plants will be on display with silent auctions bids accepted.
7:00 p.m. — Annual banquet dinner served at the Chestnuts Ballroom.
8:00 p.m. — Keynote speaker Roy Klehm will present a slide show enti-
tled; “One Hundred Years of the APS—People and Personalities.”
9:00 p.m. — Peony root auction begins, the silent plant auction continues.
10:30 p.m. — Both auctions end, free raffle takes place.

SUNDAY, June 15
8:00-11:30 a.m. — Board of Directors Meeting held in the Mississippi
Room of the Best Western. Meeting is for Board Members only.
8:00-Noon — Arboretum opens to the public.
9:00 a.m. — Minnesota Peony Society meet at Arboretum and drive to
Sorrentos Garden for a garden tour.

6
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BANQUET REGISTRATION
The registration fee for the dinner banquet, keynote speaker, auctions, and raf-
fle is $39. This fee includes all sales tax and gratuity. The site of the dinner is
the Chestnuts Restaurant Ballroom located at 207 Chestnut Street, Chaska,
MN 55318. The phone number to Chestnuts is (952) 368-0505. Parking is
available, but somewhat limited. It is sugﬁisted that those Members staying
at the River Inn, consider walking to the ballroom.

Dinner will be served at 7:00 sharp. Each guest will be served a compli-
mentary Ceasar salad. After the salad, entrees, vegetables and potatoes will
be presented buffet-style (avoiding a service charge) allowing dinner guests to
choose without limiting to one entree selection. The buffet will include twice
baked potatoes and fresh green bean almondine. Entree choices will be:
Chicken Cordon Blue with ham and Swiss cheese and a wild rice garnish;
Walleye Almondine with white wine, lemon, and almonds; and a chefs carved
Prime Rib Au Jus, served medium to medium rare. Dinners include dinner
rolls, appropriate condiments, coffee, tea, and milk. White cake will be served
for dessert. Chestnut’s guarantees enough food for all, charging per person
rather than according to actual food prepared.

Make your dinner reservations directly with Steve Johnson by May 23,
2003. Send your check made out to Steve Johnson at 5845 Howard’s Point Road,
Shorewood, MN 55331. Your canceled check is your receipt. As a meal count needs
to be submitted to Chestnuts in advance of the (gnner date, please make af'our reser-
vation by May 23. A banquet itinerary will be available upon your arrival.

2
RULES FOR SPECIMEN EXHIBITS

1. All entries must be completed and in place by 11:30 a.m. on opening day.

2. All entries must have been grown by exhibitors.

3. Entry tags supplied by the Society must be filled out completely as to
class, variety, and name and address of exhibitor. In addition, each variety
must be identified with a small wood tag with the variety name legibly print-
ed thereon. Entry tags may be obtained in advance from the Secretary of the
American Peony Society. The exhibitor or his agent shall be responsible for
proper completion of the entry tags.

4. Stems should be approximately 12” long (tree peonies excepted.)

5. Exhibitors are limited to one entry each in classes 101, 102, 103, 104,
105, 106, 201, and 301. In all other classes up to two entries of each variety
are permitted; however, any number of different varieties may be entered.

6. The show committee may combine or divide classes if the number of
entries warrants it.

7. Correct varietal labeling is mandatory in the Open and the Amateur
classes. It is recommended in the Novice classes, but no entry shall be dis-
qualified for failure to identify.

8. Standard containers will be furnished by the show committee and
must be in all classes.

9. The American Peony Society Handbook will govern bloom types and color.

10. Anemone types such as Gay Paree shall be shown as Japanese.

11. Awards need not be given to unworthy exhibits.

12. Flowers are to remain as placed on the show tables by the exhibitor,
moved only when necessary, and then the exhibits must be kept in the same
position.

13. The decision of the judges is final— NOTE: See Pages 11 and 12.
Division VI — COURT OF HONOR CANDIDATE CLASS.

14. The best seedling judged by the seedling committee will be displayed
on the Court of Honor.

7
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GROUP DISPLAYS.
One bloom of each variety in separate containers

Class 101  American Peony Society Award
Twenty-five varieties, any color or type
102 American Peony Society Award
Fifteen varieties, lactiflora double, bombs and semi-
doubles, only, any color.
103  American Peony Society Award
Ten varieties, herbaceous hybrid only, any type or color
104  American Peony Society Award
Ten varieties, Tree peonies only, any type or color
105 Five varieties, Japanese type lactiflora only, any color
106 Five varieties, single type lactiflora only, any color
LACTIFLORA.
Three blooms of the same variety in one container.
Class
110 Double white 118 Bomb
111 Double blush 118W-White, 118P-Pink, 118R-Red
112 Double light pink 119  Japanese white or blush
113 Double dark pink 120  Japanese pink
114 Double red 121 Japanese red
115 Semi-double white or 122  Single white or blush
blush 123 Single pink
116 Semi-double pink 124 Single red
117 Semi-double red
LACTIFLORA. One Bloom,
Class
130 Double white 138  Bomb white or blush
131 Double blush 139 Bomb pink
132 Double light pink 140 Bomb red
133 Double dark pink 141  Japanese white or blush
134 Double red 142 Japanese pink
135 Semi-double white or 143 Japanese red
blush 144 Single white or blush
136 Semi-double pink 145 Single pink
137 Semi-double red 146 Single red

HERBACEOUS HYBRID or SPECIES. Three blooms of the
same variety in one container.

Class
150

151
152
153
154

Double or semi-double 155 Single white or blush
white, blush or yellow 156 Single yellow

Double or semi-double coral 157 Single coral

Double or semi-double pink 158 Single pink

Double or semi-double red 159  Single red

Japanese, any color



HERBACEOUS HYBRID or SPECIES. One bloom.
Class
160 Double or semi-double white or blush
161 Double or semi-double yellow
162 Double or semi-double coral
163 Double or semi-double pink
164 Double or semi-double red
165 Japanese, any color
166 Single white or blush 169P Single pink
167 Single yellow 169R Single red
168 Single coral

INTERSECTIONAL (HERBACEOUS X TREE) HYBRID.
This includes the Itoh originations. Three blooms of the same
variety in one container
Class
170 Yellow, any form
171 Any color except yellow, any form

INTERSECTIONAL HYBRID. One bloom.
Class

172 Yellow, any form

173 Any color except yellow, any form.

TREE (SHRUB) PEONY. Any country of origin: China, Japan,
France, USA.... Exhibitors should write a, b, or ¢ after the class
number to indicate, respectively, the flower form: single, semi-
double, or double. (Ex. 174a, 174b, 174c).

Three blooms of the same variety in one container.
SUFFRUTICOSA (MOUTAN) HYBRID T.P.

Class Class
174 White 179 White, Cream
175 Pink 180 Yellow
176 Red 181 Blend
177 Maroon 182 Pink
178 Lavender/Purple 183 Red

184 Black-red
185 Lavender/Purple

TREE PEONY. One bloom.
SUFFRUTICOSA (MOUTAN) HYBRID T.P.

Class Class
186 White 191 White, Cream
187 Pink 192 Yellow
188 Red 193 Blend
189 Maroon 194 Pink
190 Lavender/Purple 195 Red

196 Black-red
197 Lavender/Purple



DELAVAYI GROUP. Includes lutea, potaninii,
and crosses between them. One bloom.
198 Single, any color; also “b” and “c” if such form exist.

DIVISION II: AMATEUR Open to exhibitors who raise
peonies chiefly for pleasure, sell plants or cut flowers only
casually, and do not grow more than 200 plants.
Class 201 American Peony Society Award

Ten varieties, any type or color

One bloom each in separate containers.

LACTIFLORA (unless otherwise stated). Three blooms of the
same variety in one container.

Class
205  Double White or Blush 210 Japanese, any color
206 Double pink 211 Single, any color
207  Double red 212 Herbaceous Hybrid
208 Semi-double, any color 213 Intersectional Hybrid
209 Bomb, any color 214 Tree, Moutan, or Hybrid

LACTIFLORA (unless stated otherwise). One bloom.
Class

220  Double white 226 Bomb, any color

221 Double blush 227 Japanese, any color

222 Double light pink 228 Single, any color

223  Double dark pink 229 Herbaceous Hybrid

224 Double red 230 Intersectional Hybrid

225 Semi-double, any color 231 Tree, Moutan, or Hybrid
DIVISION II1: NOVICE Open to all amateur gardeners

who exhibit peonies only at local shows.

Class 301 American Peony Society Award
Five varieties any type or color in separate containers
One bloom each in separate container.

LACTIFLORA (unless otherwise stated). Three blooms of the
same variety in one container.
Class

305 Double, any color

306 Semi-double, any color 308 Single, any color

307 Japanese, any color 309 Herbaceous Hybrid

LACTIFLORA (unless otherwise stated). One bloom.

Class
315 Double, white or blush 320 Japanese, any color

316 Double, pink 321 Single, any color

317 Double, red 322 Herbaceous Hybrid

318 Semi-double, any color 323 Intersectional Hybrid

319 Bomb, any color 324 Tree, Moutan, or Hybrid
10



402

403

Three blooms, one variety in one container, not current-
ly introduced. Variety must have been divided at least
once. Must be shown under name or seedling number.
New Varieties:
Three blooms, one variety in one container. Limited
to varieties named and registered with the American
Peony Society and introduced no earlier than five
years prior to show date.
Awards given in the two preceding classes may be
Certificates of Merit or Honorable Mention at the dis-
cretion of the judges, but no ribbon awards. Varieties
having won either award in previous competition may
not be shown again in that Class, except that varieties
shown in Class 401 may be shown again in Class 402
regardless of awards.

ngs:
One bloom. This class is for display only.
No awards will be given and any seedling
entered in Class 401, is ineligible.

DIVISION V: Special Entries.

Class 501

502

503

Class 504

Commercial Exhibit

Collection by commercial grower of 25 to 50 varieties in
separate containers. A placard approximately 9” x 14”
may be furnished by the exhibitor to identify his display.
Visitor from greatest distance.

Five different varieties any type. Mileage verified on
entry tag.

Multiple bloom.

Single stalk not disbudded. Must show at least three
open blooms.

North Dakota Memorial Award
Five full doubles, named varieties, any color. One

bloom each separate container. One entry per family.
This Class not considered for Class VI.

: f r i lass.

Court of Honor blooms will be selected from this Division. Exhibitors
are urged to enter their best bloom and are limited to two in each Class.
Judges may select two blooms from the floor in addition to place-
ments, for consideration of Grand Champion on the Court of Honor.

All exhibits are one-bloom-per-container.

11
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LACTIFLORA.

Class 601 Double white
602  Double blush 606  Bomb, any color
603  Double light pink 607  Semi-double, any color
604  Double dark pink 608  Japanese, any color
605  Double red 609  Single, any color

HERBACEOUS HYBRID or SPECIES.
Class 610  Double, any color 612 Single, any color
611 Semi-double, any color 613 Japanese, any color

INTERSECTIONAL HYBRID. Includes Itoh originations.
Class 614  Yellow, any form
615  Any other color, any form

TREE PEONY, SUFFRUTICOSA (MOUTAN).
616  Any origin, color, or form.

TREE PEONY, HYBRID
617  French “Lutea Hybrids” (FLH)
618  Any origin (excl. FLH), yellow
619  Any origin (excl. FLH), any other color

DIVISION VII: Artistic Cl
1) Minnesota Lakes—Winter-Spring Sports

2) South Dakota, Mount Rushmore—Permanent figures carved in stone.
3) Iowa Farms Agriculture—Corn, wheat, livestock.

4) North Dakota’s Red Rover

5) Illinois—Lincoln’s Birthplace, Education

6) Wisconsin Dairy and Cheese Industry

7) Moving West—Showing Western Influence

8) Eastern Ocean Shores of Natures Frontiers—Steve Johnson

ARTISTIC DIVISION RULES

1. An exhibitor may make only one entry per class. All must be the
work of the exhibitor.

Peonies should be featured in all arrangements. Peonies need not be
grown by the exhibitor, and some will be available from the exhibitors.
Accessories and/or bases may be used in all classes.

No artificial flowers or foliage are permitted.

A minimum of dry plant material is permissible.

Entries must be placed from 1 to 5 p.m., Friday, June 13, and from 7
to 11 a.m., Saturday, June 14, in the room available.

While the show management will exercise due caution in safeguard-
ing exhibits, it cannot assume responsibility for injury or loss.
Personally owned properties must be claimed immediately after the
show closes at 5 p.m. on Sunday, June 15.

® N ook w N

Grand Champion
The best flower in the Show will be selected from all named entries
in the Show.
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WHY PEONIES DO NOT BLOOM

Planted too deeply...examine and if eyes are more than 2” underground,
raJse to proper height. Buds killed by late frost; attacked by thrips; water
ng ed; killed by disease. Plants too young; undernourished; undermined by

oles or gophers; receive too much shade and not enough sunshme, moved and
divided too often; planted too near trees and shrubs, or crowded by other plants;
receiving too much nitrogen...cut down on fertilizer rich in nitrogen. round
too dry...water down to bottom of roots. —Allen J. Wild, Sarcoxie, Missouri

Convention Accommodations
Please make reservations directly to the accommodation of your choice. As
the Best Western Chaska River Inn and Suites is only one block south of our
dinner ballroom location, the Best Western is the convenient choice. Make
your reservations early.

: : , pites —A group suite rate of
99/mght for APS Members has been arranged Slmpl tell the hotel clerk that
you are with the APS to receive the discount. A block of 20 rooms have been
reserved for APS Members, but your reservation must be received by 3:00 ’Fm
on May 23, 2003. Make reservations by calling 1-888-2C KA. The
address is One Riverbend,
Chaska, Minnesota 55318.
Free parking for hotel guests
is available. The River Inn
is newly refurbished.

Directions from the Best
Western River Inn: The
Best Western Chaska River
Inn and Suites is located on
the west side of Highway 41,
in Chaska. From the Min-
neapolis International Air-
port take Highway 494 west
to Highway 212 west, then
left onto Highway 41. The
Best Western is about 1/2
mile on the west side of High-
way 41.

From the north and west e
sides of the metro area, take )

494 to Highway 7 west
towards Minnetonka/Excelsior. Take Highway 7 west and past the city of
Excelsior to Highway 41. Take Highway 41 south and thru the intersection of
Highway 5. Stay on Highway 41 heading south, thru the intersections of
Highway 5 and Highway 212. The Best Western is located on the west side of
Highway 41, about 1/2 mile south of the intersection of Highway 212 and

Highway 41.

Su r 8 Motel Chaska A room w1th a double bed is $69.98/night. Phone
(952) 448-7030 for details and availability.

Country Suites, Chanhassen—A room with two queen beds is $119/night.
A room with one queen sized bed and a pull-out sleeper sofa is $109/night.
Phone (952) 937-2424 for details and availability.

America Inn, Chanhassen—A room with a queen sized bed is $100/night.
Phone (952) 934-3888 for details and availability.
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June 24-25, 1936, Annual Peony Show, Toronto Canada— Bulletin #64

(Second row) Edward Auten Jr.; Charles F. Wassenbur; William E.
Saunders, London, Ontario (brother of Professor A.P. Saunders)
(First row) Elmer Claar, Washington, D.C.; Dr. White, Washington,
D.C.; A.B. Franklin, Minneapolis, MN; M. F. Christman, Northbrook,
IL; George W. Peyton, Rapidan, VA; Winthrop H. Thurlow, Boston, MA;
Harry W. Claybough, Franklin, PA

Peonies in raised planter
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Brother Charles Redcamp; Dr. Martin Meyer, Professor of Horticulture;
Hubert Fischer, and Nathan Rudolph
Early 1970’s —checking out results of Dr. Meyers work with tissue cul-
ture of Iris and Hemerocallis at his laboratory at the University of
Illinois.
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Hubert Fischer, Brother Charles Redcamp; Nathan Rudolph,
Dr. Martin Meyer, Professor of Horticulture; and Roy Klehm
Early 1970’s —checking out Dr. Meyer’s work with tissue culture of orna-
mental plants at his laboratory at the University of Illinois. Dr. Meyer
did very important work in Bearded and Siberian Iris, Hemerocallis
and Peony.
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Peong Excitement All Year Long

by Jack Nordick, Minnesota

As the seasons go around there is always something to be doing with
the garden. Even though the peak bloom time of peonies lasts for a few
short weeks, there is something to look forward to the whole year long.

The new gardening year really begins about the week after
Thanksgiving when the garden catalogues begin to arrive. Usually by
this time, care for the gardens has been completed for the winter and
the busy season is over. Planning for a new gardening year begins
with looking at the many possible choices and making specific plans for
the gardens in the year ahead. Making selections of peony varieties
also begins at this time. I usually have a list of prospective wants and
as catalogues arrive it comes the time to see what is available and how
far my budget can be stretched. Since I have the enviable situation of
a large piece of land with good soil, my selections are not limited by
space. Still, from all of the wonderful varieties available it is difficult
to choose. Visiting other gardens when the peonies are in bloom has
helped me to pick ones that I want to have in my garden. Since many
of the varieties that are the most in demand get sold out early, I try to
be ready to make the orders around the first of February.

Not long after, the real work begins anew. As the temperature
warms, the wrappings are removed from the tree peonies. As the
snow melts and the ground becomes bare I begin to cut off the old
foliage from all the peonies. I recognize that this is not the normally
accepted horticultural practice for peonies. It is strongly recommend-
ed that all foliage be removed to the ground before fall freeze-up.
However, because of the usually very cold winters and dry summers
that we have here, I have found it useful to allow the foliage to remain
until spring, providing ground cover for insulation and to catch snow.
That means more intensive work in early spring as I want to have the
foliage all cleaned up before the first shoots emerge. When those first
shoots finally do emerge there comes more work. There is a need to
watch for signs of disease. Plants that have been affected by botrytis
in the past are watched especially carefully. Where there is concern a
fungicidal spray is used. It seems that the possibility for disease
increases proportionately to the number of plants that are grown. I
alternate between a systemic and a contact spray. Fortunately there
are a number of choices available to replace Benomyl that has been
banned and Captain still remains a reliable choice for a contact fungi-
cide. It is also the time to put support hoops in place before the
plants become too big, and to check the markers against the plat
records to make sure the plants are properly labeled. Because I did
not do this when I first started planting peonies, I lost track of a few
and am still trying to match plants with what should be there. Good
record keeping is another part of good management. I suppose that
this is not so essential for those with only a few plants, but memories
fade quickly and I find that it is easy to loose track after a few years.

As the blossoms begin to open, another round of work starts.
Performance records are made, especially for seedlings. There is
always the hope that a seedling will have outstanding characteris-
tics. Here again peonies are challenging. Two of my seedlings that
early on seemed to have desirable traits have proved disappointing in
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subsequent years after their division. Still, some of my greatest
excitement is watching these new seedlings bloom.

I have found it fascinating to note that peony plants moved to dif-
ferent ground have slightly different characteristics. Some old bushes
of Mons Jules Ellie just didn’t seem to be worthy of the enthusiasm I
found in descriptive literature. However, after they were divided and
are now blooming in a new location, I have an entirely different per-
spective, and I can see why this old favorite is still widely planted for
its use as a cut flower. As the flowers continue to open throughout the
season, some are picked for fresh bouquets, some placed in cold stor-
age for forced flowering later on, and some are used for drying. Last
spring I dried only a few to see how it might work. One seedling plant
that has never opened its buds in 5 years, (certainly not a plant I
would want seen in commerce) provided very attractive dried buds
that were preserved simply by hanging upside down in an airy room.
Flowers preserved with silica gel were the best to retain form, texture
and color. This coming spring I hope to dry a greater number in this
way. I have prepared milk jugs by cutting off the bottom two-thirds
and keeping the handle intact with the top section. A hole has been
made through the cap. The jugs will be set up in a rack, the peony
stems pushed through the caps and the hole sealed with modeling
clay. Finally, Silica Gel will be poured over the blossom. These dried
flowers are nearly indistinguishable from those freshly picked.

The spring work also includes making records of which plants are
doing poorly, and which need to be divided and moved. I have found
that some have increased so rapidly and vigorously that I have had to
divide and move whole rows. In particular Scarlet O’Hara and all of
the Coral peonies grow tall and vigorously for me, and more double
than I see in pictures. After mentioning this to another grower who
did not have this same experience I measured my plants of Coral
Sunset and yes, they went 42” from the ground to the top of the bloom.

Bloom time is also pollinating time. Pollen from early varieties is
collected and saved to use with later blooming flowers. Because I
have not taken the time to follow all of the steps that would ensure
that seed would result only from the hand pollination there is always
the possibility of open pollination so I cannot be sure of the results.
But again, in case my deliberate attempts to cross Golden Wheel
(also known by a variety of other names including Oriental Gold and
Gold Mine) with Lemon Chiffon are unsuccessful, I would still
want the possibility of other open crosses to take hold with a variety
like Lemon Chiffon. Again I realize that this approach is rather
unprofessional but right now it is as much as I can find the time to do.

As the blooms develop, so do the weeds. This alone could keep me
busy, so I have elicited the help of modern herbicides. After some trials,
I have found that the use of Snapshot (a dry granular which is a pre-mix
of Treflan and Gallery) has been very beneficial. Since this herbicide is
not labeled for use with peonies, I was very cautious at first, but found
that even lingering residue on mature plants caused no harm and it did
prevent a wide variety of weeds from germinating. After an initial
mechanical weeding in spring I broadcast the herbicide on the area to be
controlled, and then do a second mechanical weeding for incorporation.
I do not use it in seedling beds, or new plantings but it has proven to be
very effective and a great time saver in established plantings.

17

Google



In very dry times, a watering system is used, otherwise little
attention is needed for the peonies in the peak of summer. In partic-
ular, I make sure that tree peonies going through their first few
years never dry out completely.

With fall, a new round of activity sets in. Usually in the first
cooler days at the end of August I begin to lift plants that need divid-
ing. About the same time, seeds begin to mature. Like the time of
blooming, the seeds do not all ripen at the same time. I usually cut
the pods off when they begin to crack and set them aside to mature
and dry indoors. A couple of trips a week through the plants is nec-
essary to keep up with the ripening pods. I shell the seeds as soon as
they are a little dried and plant them immediately. Fresh seeds are
quite likely to germinate the first year. Otherwise, if they harden
completely, they go into a dormancy that requires they pass through
a time of hot weather before they will germinate.

I have found peony seeds fascinating to germinate. Even though I
have planted a great number of different kinds of flower seeds through
the past years, peonies continue to be the most elusive. Sometimes they
germinate the first spring, but some have waited in the ground for five
years. I had forgotten about them entirely and was surprised to find
them growing where they were. Now I make more effort to mark their
spots. I have found that making square frames out of 2x6’s provides a
well protected environment that I can keep track of and animals are not
likely to intrude there. In addition, it is easy to provide enhanced soil
and control the weeds in these well marked spaces.

For those who might be interested in peonies, I certainly recom-
mending picking seed and trying to grow them. Even though these

are unlikely to be outstanding varieties, first successes in hav-
ing new seedlings grow will also stimulate an interest in manual polli-
nation and specific intentions to hybridize new varieties. One of the
ways to increase interest in peonies will be the development of varieties
with new characteristics. It seems that in the past, hybridization and
selection has been aimed primarily at the cut flower market and for
exhibition blossoms. New varieties more useful for modern landscaping
are very much needed. These might include varieties with stronger
stems and smaller flowers that better hold up in stormy weather; plants
with variegated or other interesting foliage, or reblooming varieties.
Among my own seedlings is one that has steel-blue foliage until the
weather turns hot, when it turns to a dark green, another with purple
spots (no, it is not a viral condition) and two others that turn a golden
yellow with the first cool evenings of fall. These are plants I will be
watching more carefully next spring. As I look at new introductions of a
wide variety of ornamental plants in the catalogues I find that many
are the intentional products of professional hybridizers, but there are
always a few that are “discovered” by amateur gardeners. Certainly
there is a lot of work that amateur peony growers can do and there is
always the possibility of creating an exciting new peony introduction.

The planting season stretches on into mid-November. I am careful
to mark each plant with a small iron post and two labels. In addition,
each new division is recorded in a plat book. The posts not only secure-
ly mark their location, but also provide a deterrent to the deer who just
love tromping over the newly planted roots in the freshly turned
ground. In addition, a pop can is placed on top of the stakes. In even a
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gentle wind they twinkle softly, and the noise is another deterrent to
the deer which rely on their keen sense of hearing. Now at least, the
deer trails go between the rows, instead of right over the top.

As the first snow covers the ground, it is time to make protective
covers for the tree-peonies. I have found that many will still bloom
even when they freeze back to the ground, but I would like to have the
plants grow as tall as I can get them. A wire cage filled with pieces of
Styrofoam and covered with a sheet of burlap seems to do the trick.

The burlap was a recent addition, and seems to do really well in
protecting against the frequent strong winds.

The final task is going through all the records, making sure they
are complete and accurate, and getting ready for the next year. Pic-
tures I have taken during the summer serve as wallpaper on my com-
puter, and even now as I am typing, I can enjoy the sight of a beautiful
bouquet of peonies in the background.

So even though the peonies only bloom for a short time, the
excitement they provide can last throughout the year.

-3 > - -
Douglas Brand — The largest peony I grow
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The peon display arden
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The peony field in winter
PHOTOS —dJack Nordick, Minnesota
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Companion Plants in my Peony Garden

By Roy G. Klehm

I've always enjoyed combining various perennials, shrubs, trees,
and bulbs with my peonies. This gives my garden a variety of sea-
sonal interests and helps me appreciate and enjoy many of the choice
ornamental plants for sunny areas.

Bulbs are well used between the peony clumps. The so-called
“small bulbs” like Crocus, Puschkinias, Galanthus, Chionodoxa, Scil-
la, and Hyacinthoides work well to create interest in the early spring.
The peonies then are just coming out of the ground and the bright
flowers dress up the open areas. By the time my peonies bloom,
these bulb plantings are either dormant or just a foliage groundcover.

I also use species tulips because the blooms are so unique and
appealing and they seem to be strong growers that easily come back
every spring. T. clusiana and T. tarda are my favorites. The newer
hybrid “cluster flowering” tulips also hold great spring joy and interest.

Violets or wood violets make excellent groundcovers under my
peony beds. They have a projectile seed structure so they will spread
nicely. They stay low and have their early spring blooms just as the
peonies are stretching upwards. They come in three or four major
varieties and colors. I let them mix themselves under the peonies as
I do enjoy the various bloom colors of white, violet, blue, and speckled
white. They can be somewhat invasive, so limit the area in which
they are growing.

Dwarf and slow-growing conifers are interesting, especially in the
dormant season. One usually can only obtain smaller specimens, so
plant these between your peonies and other perennials. As they grow
into larger special plants, one can easily move peonies and perennials
around to accommodate this size increase. I especially like the dwarf
forms of Serbian and Colorado Spruce, White Austrian and Swiss
Stone Pine and the many good clones of Chamaecyparis obtuse.
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Daylilies (Hemerocallis)
always have been one of my
favorite mid-summer garden
perennials. Their ease of cul-
ture, adaptability, and vibrant
colors make them very useful to
. tuck in almost any sunny to par-

) tially shady garden space. Even
on the hottest days, I look for-
ward to fresh, new blooms. The
= modern hybrids have increased
o the choice of varieties available
in most colors and blends of col-
" ors and varying heights and blos-

™ som styles. Well-placed clumps
of daylilies are a very good com-
% pliment to the peony garden.

True lilies (Lilium) are out-
standing garden plants and work
well with peonies. They generally
bloom after my peonies and have
such a pleasing upright style and
texture. Their color palette is
wide and the styles vary with
their classifications (Asiatic, Ori-
ental, Trumpet, etc.). The hybrids of L. martagon are very choice and
become garden aristocrats and personal favorites. These are especially
useful in the transition area between the sun and shade garden.

Perennial summer flowering Phlox, the old-fashioned Hollyhock and
the exotic, hardy Hibiscus moeschuetos hybrids are also useful for added
mid-summer color and interest in and around my peony plantings.

Phlox maculata (The Wild Sweet William) are special for their fra-
grance and alluring floret color combinations. Try the variety
‘Natasha’ with its pretty lavender-white eye color combination. Phlox
paniculata (The
Garden Phlox) |
also gives my gar-
den fragrance and
bright long last-
ing summer col-
ors. Try my vari-
eties ‘Blue Par-
adise’. ‘Kather-
ine,” ‘David,’ or
‘Laura.” All of
these are useful
in and around by
peonies. These
newer varieties
all exhibit excel-
lent disease resis-
tance foliage. American Ludovica LovePat Hosta
PHOTOS —Roy Klehm

Hybrid peonies in the garden
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