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Announcing

The limited
publication of

a “TABLE TOP”
edition devoted
exclusively to

TREE
PEONIES

® Tree Peony history

® Planting and general culture

® Propagation by root grafting
scions

® Pruning, fertilization, winter
protection, etc.

Compiled and edited by
Greta M. Kessenich;
photos by Roy Klehm
and David Reath

Google

63 BRILLIANT FULL
COLOR PHOTOS

True, tree peonies with their 1400 year
history are not native to America. But a
class of exceptional HYBRID tree
peonies are. Efforts by seven world
renowned American hybridizers* who
successfully cross-pollenated P. Lutea
with P. Suffructicosa are covered in this
limited edition. Photos are razor sharp
in detail and reflect all the brilliance
and subtle hues of these native
Americans, including the new genera-
tion of ITOH’s.

Appended cultural notes cover:

* A.P. Saunders, William Gratwick, Nassos Daphnis,
David Reath, Toichi Domoto,
f Don Hollingsworth and Roger Anderson
(o]

$25 Postpaid

Send check or money order to—

AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY
250 Interlachen Road, Hopkins, MN 55343
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A VALUABLE PEONY
REFERENCE VOLUME HIGHLIGHTING

HYBRID
PEONIES

Herbaceous
Peonies in

b FULL

American | COLOR!
Hybrid Peonty | « sroros—

130 Herbaceous
Hybrids
32 Species

® All Named

® Biographical Data
® 208 Pages

® 658" x9"”

® Hard Cover —
BEESE Embossed in Gold

Ever since contemporary hybridizers unraveled the

Devised and mysteries of cross pollinating peony species, hybrid
Compiled by crosses have received spellbound attention. This long-
reta M. Kessenich, awaited effort adds to the excitement of growing
M. Kt peonies. Photos permit comparing your hybrids with

Don Hollingsworth those authenticated by the hybrid committee

Hybridizing and plus scores of sideline notes and general
g’ibliaym’g/!y information. Be one of the first$25-00

to own this premiere edition, just ...... Postpaid

Send check or money order to—

AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY
250 Interlachen Road, Hopkins, MN 55343
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AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY
250 Interlachen Road (612) 938-4708 Hopkins, MN 55343

President.............c......... Steve Johnson Secretary-Treasurer......... Greta M. Kessenich
Vice President............... Peter Waltz Bulletin Editor.................. Greta M. Kessenich
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Terms Expiring 2004 Terms Expiring 2003 Terms Expiring 2002
Don Hollingsworth Greta M. Kessenich Tim J. Stanek
28747-290th St. 250 Interlachen Road 23329 Ellington Avenue

Maryville, MO 64468

Kit Klehm

Hopkins, MN 55343

Glenwood, IA 515637

John Elsley Peter Waltz

Song Sparrow Farm 520 Bryte St. 84 Brentwood Road
13101 East Rye Road Greenwood, SC 26949 Exeter, NH 03833
Avalon, WI 53505
Roy Klehm Dale Baum Hans Hansen
Klehm Nursery 314 Coventry Drive 15605 Snake Trail
195 S. Penny Road Anderson, IN 46012 Waseca, MN 56093
Barrington, IL 60010

. . Vernon Kidd Leila Bradfield
Iivin Ewing 500 W. 43rd St. PH-A 8110 W. ML Ave.
25039 Doris Court New York, NY 10036 Kalamazoo, MI 49009
Redford, MI 48239
Steven Johnson Seot:hl:e;th ;Vﬂlil‘mrl)n l;oCogt;ljtryman
5845 Howards Point Road Reaths Nursery .F.D. Box

Shorewood, MN 55331

Vulcan, MI 49892

Northfield, Vermont 05663

Dr. Kent Crossley Art Hartman
1245 Delaware Ave. 22809 French Road
St. Paul, MN 55118 Mattawan, MI 49071

Joseph Glocka, Emeritus
12120 W. Oklahoma Ave.
West Allis, W1 53227

DEPT. OF REGISTRATION

The department was formed to properly supervise the nomenclature of the different varieties and kinds of
peonies. All new varieties should be registered to avoid duplication of names.
Greta M. Kessenich, Secretary

OBJECTIVES

The Articles of Incorporation state: Section (2) That the particular objects for which the corporation
is to be formed are as follows: To increase the general interest in the cultivation and use of the Peony; to
improve the methods of its cultivation and methods of placing it upon the market; to increase its use as a
decorative flower; to bring more thorough understanding between those interested in its culture; to
properly supervise the nomenclature of the different varieties and kinds of peonies; to stimulate the
growing and introduction of improved seedlings and crosses of such flower; and to promote any kind of the
general objects herein specified by holding or causing to be held exhibitions, and awarding or causing or
procuring to be awarded, prizes therefor or in any other manner.

The AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY BULLETIN is the official Society publication. It is mailed
postpaid quarterly to all members in good standing.

MEMBERSHIP

The By-Laws state: All reputable persons, professional or amateur, who are interested in the
Peony; its propagation, culture, sale and development are eligible for membership. Dues are as follows:

Single Annual $10.00 Family Triennial 35.00

Single Triennial 25.00 Life Membership 300.00

Family Annual 15.00 Commercial membership ...........ccocerinninrecrannes 25.00
Family membership, any two related members in same household ..............c.ccu... One Bulletin

For those who wish to further support the Society, the following special memberships are available.

Contributing $25.00 Supporting $100.00
Sustaining 50.00 Patron 250.00
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From the 1927 catalogue of Rosefield Peony Gardens, Des Moines,
Iowa. Written by C. A. Harrison, author of several manuals on the
peony and a charter member of the Society. He was also instrumental
in promoting large plantings of peonies in its trek westward.

Plant the peony, the rose, the tulip and the columbine and care
for them, and lo, the silent partner comes without noise or heraldry,
and the blessed work goes on. Soon a thrill comes to you. You feel
the honor of it, the glory of it—this partnership with Him who plants
the splendors of the suns.

One flower cannot represent the whole race; one variety cannot
do justice to the whole species. We are God’s millionaires and don’t
know it. Wealth is not confined to glittering gold. It comes in a thou-
sand forms far more attractive than cold, indifferent metal.

We pass this way but once. Let us beautify the path as we go, so
that the world may see which way we went.

If you cut a tree, plant a tree.
It is nature’s replaceable energy.

3
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President’s Message

AH 1 You”

On behalf of the American Peony Society, and as your
standing President, I wish to thank all those members who
have given generously during our 100 year history of suc-
cess. The Society and our mission, have grown considerably
due to the efforts and generosity of our members. These
efforts and results have no doubt surpassed the expecta-
tions our founders had at the first formal meetings held in
1903. Our enthusiasm for peonies knows no borders, nor
seemingly any limits. )

This December 2002 100th edition of the APS Bulletin is
a tribute and a heartfelt “thank you” to some of the many
who have contributed to the success of the Society over the
last 100 years. It is my hope that you will enjoy this Cen-
tennial issue and take a moment to reflect on our proud his-
tory. During this holiday season, on the eve of our hun-
dredth Anniversary, do enjoy a toast to our proud history,
our present state, and also one to our bright future.

Thank you, one and all!

Cheers,

Steve Johnson, President

American Peony Society
c$ c® cd

America Peony Society:

Convention

Minnesota Landscape Arboretum,
Chanhassen, Minnesota

June 13, 14, 15, 2003

Note: The first Annual Meeting of the Society was held in 1903.
(See Bulletin #322, pg. 16-17.)
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American Peony Society

Members past and present...

Glory Hallelujah
The American Peony Society
is 100 years old.

(Carl H. Klehm, 1963)

Back Row: John Simkins (1974), Roy Klehm (1972),
Frank Moots (1949), Lou Smirnow (1962), Frank Howell (1964)
Front Row: Gus Sindt (1970), Silvia Saunders (1968),
Marvin Karrells (1947), and Clarence Lienau (1960)
Past Presidents —pictured in 1974, Royal Botannical Gardens, Canada
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William Gratwick and his greenhouse
about 1940

Nassos Daphnis office Pavilion, NY
Bill Gratwick, 1962
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William Gratwick

Professor Saunders in 1953
working on his card file in his nursery
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Orville Fay, hybridizer
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Robert Auten, 1940 Jack Nordick

Hybridizer Peony grower and prolific
writer and contributor
to the Bulletin

Bill Krekler, hybridizer, and Frank Moots, hybridizer and cut
flowers, at the Banquet
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Dr. Carl Klehm Clarence Lienau
One of the greatest exhibitors of Received many awards for his
peonies. He brought 6,000 to displays of peonies.
Minneapolis/St. Paul show with his
staff to help set them up. His mother
Lois Klehm brought 2 car loads of
potted peonies for the auction.

! > -
Gus Sindt Edward Lee Michael
Perennial exhibitor and overseer of Introduced the seed program, Laning
all exhibits on the show table as to was then named the chairman of it.
correctly placed and displayed. Life
appointment for judging seedlings.
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Gary Seaman, Dr. David Reath, and Carl Klehm

N

7 el
Lois and Carl Klehm, 1962
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LeRoy Pehrson
Hybridizer and Chairman of panel of
hybridizers.

Greta Kessenich
Dedicated 32 years of service to the
American Peony Society as Secretary-
Treasurer and Editor

Irvin Ewing
“Years of Generous Contributions”
Awarded the Bertland H. Farr Medal.
“Words are inadequate to express the
service rendered by Mr. Ewing. Over
many years, he gave freely of his time, his
talent and work in supplying the American
Peony Society with all printed material.
His gifts came at a time when the Society
was at a low financially and through his
generosity, business was carried on with
mailing and office supplies in abundance.
He has worked with peonies for years, and
is a professional in helping with
exhibitions, in every capacity.

Sylvia Saunders

Daughter of Prof. Saunders, at his death she
took over and operated the nursery. She later
sold the nursery. Active within the Society.
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Joe Glocka and Vi Simkins John Simkins
Contributing member at our Annual Show.

Joe was Show Chairman for three National

Shows. Our Bulletin cover design was

presented by Joe and accepted by our members.

Mrs. Falk with her son Earl
(Daughter of Glasscock)
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Board Members 2000
Back Row: Floyd Kimball, Bill Seidl,
Kent Crossley, Scott Reath, and Joseph Glocka
Front Row: Tim Stanek, R. Kennard Baker, and Steven Johnson

|
.
7
Chris Laning Lois Laning
Hybridzer and Editor of hybridizers newsletter
“Paeonia” for 20 years. Lois Assisted.

I

15

owzzaty (GOOGLE PENN STATE



Clarence Lienau and Walter Alexander

Nathan Rudolph
Hybridizer— America

1972

Arthur Murawski
Hybridizer —Moonstone, etc.
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Alan Wild Sam Wissing

Peony Great Hybridizer—Coral Charm,
Gilbert H. Wild & Son Nursery Raspberry Charm, Coral Sunset
Missouri and Coral Supreme

Mr. Frank Moots Frank Howell
Hybridizer & cut flowers business Director and President

and Lou Smirnow
Brought back from Japan the cross
producing the yellow herbaceous peonies.
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Charles Christian Klehm

Charles Christian Klehm (89 years)

and Carl George Klehm (39 years)
1955 photo of Father and son, 50 years difference.
Carl is Roy Klehm’s father.
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