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FROM YOUR
PRESIDENT

By this time your peony planting is complete and we all welcome
some rest from our busy season. Due to the climate in Kansas, we can
plant peonies up to New Years Day. Our state grows many agriculture
crops so peonies do very well. They bloom early in the season from
April to Mid-May. The sunflower is the state flower and it grows pro-
lific. I had a good start of them in my new field of peonies and it was a
real effort to get them out. Grasses are right for the prairie lands but
when both get started in the fields and gardens, we have problems.

This picture was on display at
the Wichita Public Library dur-
ing the month of September.
The artist, Rita L. McElheny, a
member of the Womens Artist
of Wichita, selected this sub-
Jject ‘Peonies’.

Seasons Breetings,
£dward Lee Michau
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GETTING PEONIES ESTABLISHED
by Anthony De Blasi

Peonies are so accommodating and tenacious that it would seem
that all a gardener need do to get one started is drop a root somewhere,
slap a shovelful of earth over it, and move on. That might work for
Festiva Maxima, but don’t try it with Yachiyo Tsubaki. Getting
started is a problem for most peonies. An easy one, fortunately. Past
that initial hurdle, of course, it is clear sailing for up to a hundred
years! The peony seems able to tilt some of the laws of nature in its
favor against bitter cold, searing heat, wet spells, drought—neglect,
even—to deliver its annual bonanza of flowers. But it can only do
wonders when it is truly at home in the spot you have chosen to plant
it.

Before we proceed, it will be necessary to drive home one point.
Peonies cannot be hurried along. They must strike root in their own
time and in their own way. The breathless speed of their springtime
spurt of growth must not be confused with a generally active nature.
What you see at that time of year is stored energy being rapidly
discharged, in style not unlike the release of a hyacinth from its embry-
onic coil inside the bulb. The moral to this, as you may have gathered,
is don’t feed a peony extra food expecting faster results. Such a
pumped-up plant might respond—by passing its internal clock and
natural signals—but at the expense of disease tolerance, longevity,
and normal growth and blooming habits. What a peony needs, to over-
come its shyness, is proper planting and patience.

Before you reach for the shovel, take a stroll through the garden
and picture where you want to see your peony bush. Where the eyes
stop, check to see that the spot is at least 12 feet away from a tree and
a comfortable distance from shrubs, foundations, aggressive peren-
nials, work areas, playgrounds, and fast-traffic lanes. Next, determine
whether the spot gets a decent amount of sunshine and doesn’t become
a minipond after a rain. Much may push buttercups but it kills
peonies. If your prospective home for a peony is still holding up, ask
next if it is a good spot for a windmill or whether it will bake firewood
dry in a month from being too near the south or west side of a house
that gets no shade in the afternoon. If yes, choose another site.

The best time to plant a peony is in the fall, for as long as the
ground doesn’t freeze. So why plant it in the spring? Make up your
mind, right off the bat, that your investment in a good peony root calls
for digging a large hole, that you're going to do it only once (per plant),
and that your effort stands a good chance of being applauded by your
greatgrandchildren. Then the 2-foot-wide by 2-foot-deep excavation
will go better, and your muscles will spring back faster. Of course, they
don’t have to be your muscles. Do not return anything to the hold ex-
cept your best topsoil, liberally mixed with compost and/or peat moss.
If your best topsoil is not very good, get some that is. Do not add bet-
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ter than a deep layer of snow, and sitting your plants where snow
drifts, naturally build up would be an exercise in foresight. Another
worthwhile precaution would be a careful staking of critical branches
or boxing the whole plant with a wooden frame to prevent snapping of
limbs under the weight of snow.

This discussion has focused on providing a favorable environment
for a peony transplant in the garden. Such an invitation for the peony
to put forth its best rarely goes unaccepted. But pushing, or treating it
as an ordinary garden plant, invites trouble. If the requirements seem
bland or nonchalant it is because we are dealing with a plant that
refuses to march in lock-step with the hyped technology that generates
bedding plants, sod, and landscape stock. It should cheer the discern-
ing gardener that one of the most old fashioned of garden plants, the
peony—treated in an old fashioned way—can outpace the newest prod-
ucts of the ‘‘state of the art.”

AUSTRALIAN PESTS IN THE GARDEN
Patricia Plunkett, Mt. Waverley, Victoria. Australia

In a recent article in the Bulletin, it related to varmint damage in
the peony field. We have a varmint also but it has not discovered the
peony as yet. It takes all the rose shoots off the roses. It is the ring-
tailed possum, not like yours in the northern hemisphere. It does so
much damage in vegetable gardens and chomps pea crops to ground
level in one night.

This is the first year that I cramped its style a little. I collected
fresh sea weed, hosed it and used it as a mulch around my roses. The
strong smell of the sea weed put the varmint off the track. We have
rabbits in this country—also other creatures take the place of gophers
and groundhogs; the possum, wombats which burrow under the fences
and plague of smaller creatures such as the Australian native thrip
and in the country, grasshoppers.

Then we have the feral cat. They are possibly the worst of all but I
have them slightly under control with Bassetts Pet Barrier, a pro-
prietory product, with a harmless chemical or two, smelling odious to
cats and dogs. The feral cat are midnight marauders, who stage
manage ‘Walpurgis Nights’ in the garden.

In the morning, the entire plant is flattened or knocked out of the
ground. Irises can look as if an elephant had rolled in them. Whole
rhubarb patches are completely flattened, bulbs such as daffodils are
actually grubbed out of the ground by these pests. They are particular-
ly bad in the spring. They are much bigger than the ordinary domestic
puss, quite wild and so strong that they can leap from a sitting posi-
tion to the top of a house in one leap.

You cannot make them into pets; I tried once and it was a disaster.

— 6 —
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PEONIES FOR MEMORIAL DAY
J. Franklin Styer, 1267 Birmingham Rd., West Chester, Pa. 19380

From 1900 to 1930 greenhouse flower production was not man-
aged to provide a heavier crop for May 30th. The traditional cemetery
decoration in those years called for every available bloom, and peonies
could add substantially to the supply because of their size. Growers
became established in Long Island, New Jersey, southern Indiana and
Illinois. The crops were placed in cold storage and wholesalers sent
salesmen out to place orders for the holiday.

As Styers increased their acreage it became obvious that their
crop usually came in right on the best shipping date. Several other
florists in the region also planted peonies. By 1915, the motor truck
company which regularly hauled mushrooms overnight to New York,
Washington, and points between, was running a full truckload of
peonies each way, South and North, for about seven days.

My earliest recollection is of carrying the flowers from the cutters
to the one-horse cart in the early morning. I was soaked with the dew,
or rain, and the cutters took delight in throwing their bunches at me.
From the cart they were taken in a cellar and put in buckets of water.
Later in the day they were bunched and packed by women, who were
employed each year for peonies alone, and made that a real party.

That Memorial Day business was built up by a few wholesalers. In
New York it was William P. Ford, and later Herman Weiss and B. S.
Slinn, who both had an off-and-on partnership with Charles Futter-
man. In Philadelphia it was S. S. Pennock and Niessen Co. Later, we
were to convert these and others to making regular sales to retail
florists.

By the time of my father’s death in 1924 we had about 20 acres of
peonies. Several circumstances were affecting our planning; cultiva-
tion was becoming a larger expense, cultivars in use were becoming
less desirable at retail, and the dealers wanted peonies of quality over a
longer season. For ten years, attending Peony Society shows, we had
bought and grown over a hundred new peonies in small numbers. We
had also had two seasons which were too late for any Memorial Day
sales.

The largest one day production had been 110,000 flowers. The
longest blooming season had been 10 days. Peonies from Virginia,
Maryland, and South Jersey were increasing in all markets. Most of
our fields were pretty old, which seemed to hurt quality and increase
cost of cultivation.

By that time I had done something Dad had not done - visit our
markets and asked advice. In most of the shops I got friendly but
unhelpful answers. But at one it was different; Herman Weiss, tough
and deliberately insulting even to his customers, put it on the
line—‘‘You ship me peonies, I stay with you till you're through.
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Somebody in Jersey ship me peonies, I stay with him till he’s through.
Go South!”’ Our southern excursion must remain for another article.

Cultivars we had in those years were the old French and English
imports—Fragrans, Felix Crousse, Delicatissima, Festiva, (Festiva
Maxima was then new), American Beauty, Couronne d’Or, Edulis
Superba, Duchesse d‘Orleans, Duchesse de Nemours, Floral Treasure,
LaLorraine, Mme Forel, Reine Hortense. The most productive was
Queen Victoria.

The size of the peony crop finally forced us out of the cellar. But at
that period we were growing mushrooms, and those crops always
ended about May 15, just in time to use them for flowers. The dark,
cool, and well insulated buildings were well adapted to that use. We
constructed a shed outside, where tables were set up to receive the
cartloads to sort and bunch with daylight and under cover. The pack-
ing began in the afternoon when the containers were full, and often did
not end until midnight.

DELORODELL AND OTHERS LINS PEONIES
Leslie J. Wiley, RD1, Box 352, Coblestkill, New York 12043

The September bulletin of the American Peony Society serves as a
reminder for me to report on the peony season here in east central New
York State. The one word that best describes my own feelings about
my 1982 season - frustration!

Maybe the peony is not the ideal hobby flower for short-fused cur-
mudgeons to grow. This flower is so dependent upon reasonably fair
weather for optimum performance during its period of blooming! It is
most difficult for this peony fancier to have to endure rainfalls of more
than an inch each week during the peak period of bloom. .. and that
was the story here in 1982. In fact, I do not recall one cultivar of the
more than 125 that grow in our gardens that did not have to bear at
least one heavy rainstorm during its peak blooming period.

Oh, we had many many large and beautiful flowers for ourselves,
friends, stores, churches, but to always get the best from each plant
was not difficult, it was impossible in 1982! Yet, the glory of the
numerous 8’’ and larger blooms this year finds me looking eagerly
ahead to the 1983 peony season . .. Irrationall!

It was good to read in the September bulletin that the Society’s
Directors have Dolorodell on its list of varieties to be considered for
the Society’s Gold Medal Award. The announcement set me to think-
ing about the Lins’ originations that I grow and to recalling letters
with helpful suggestions and advice from Mr. Lins during the early
60’s when I was acquiring most of the peonies that grow in our garden.
I purchased Dolorodell from him then, and it quickly became my top
performer and favorite peony. At the same time, I purchased Man-
daleen and Tondeleyo. Both produce fine flowers and the wonderful
fragrance of Mandaleen is a plus. Neither of these varieties has per-

— 8 —

Go 8|C



formed as consistently nor has been as free from late season leaf prob-
lems for me, though, as has Dolorodell.

A couple of years later, I succumbed to Mr. Lins salesmanship
and bought Paul Bunyan by robbing the piggy banks of $15.00, a high
price indeed for a lactiflora peony in those days. But Mr. Lins included
his Gardenia and English Moriarty in that shipment much to my sur-
prise. I have had greater success with the two extras than with Paul
Bunyan. The latter after being moved and divided has yet to show me
the tremendous bloom that I have expected. Mr. Lins wrote that Paul
Bunyan takes its time to reach its best. I agree. Color, form and size of
some of Paul Bunyan’s bloom this year were magnificent. For me
though, it is too late (July 4 this year), it’s a harder opener than the
other Lins varieties that I have, and I'd like to see the heavy stems and
huge foliage that the other Lins varieties produce here.

Gardenia and Ensign Moriarty are super. In fact, the latter rivals
Dolorodell and may be a better show flower than Dolorodell. I don't
know. I've never shown peonies except at small local shows, and I
always won at them with Dolorodell. Moriarty is an extremely heavy
flower, a color that I like and a fine opener with excellent stems.

Mr. Lins always seemed to favor his Casablanca but for some
reason, I never did acquire it, nor have I ever seen it growing in anyone
else’s garden.

The Lins reds seem to be headed by King Midas. Mr. Lins wrote
that he preferred this red to any other red that he originated. Again, I
have never seenit, but I observe that it is still available from some
growers. I am not inclined to add it to a planting that includes Red
Charm, Burma Ruby, Paul Wild, Highlight, Phillipe Revoire, Kansas
and more. One last wonder about the Lins peonies . . . why hasn’t Rose
Marie Lins made the Society’s List of recommended varieties when it
caught someone’s eye enough some year ago to earn the American
Home Achievement Award? . .. Seems inconsistent.

EE R R R R R

In reviewing lists in ‘The Peonies’ I note that MARY E. NICHOLLS was
omitted from Mr. Kreklers and the Editorial Committee’'s list of preferred
peonies.

I rate it with LeCygne, Mothers Choice, Moonstone and the other top
whites, that received K 1 status in the listing.

It is not as dependable for me as some of the others but it is more depend-
able than Le Cygne that has K 1.

Then among the dark pinks, how could they have left out HELEN
HAYES? This may be my best performer among the late dark pinks. It always
opens, has the best stems of any peony that I grow, good color and tight bomb
form.

Also two peonies are not listed that received 9.0 ratings at one time or
another and are very deserving; I refer to LONGFELLOW and HANSINA
BRAND.

When the lists are updated again, these peonies should be included.
— 9 —
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THE FRANKLIN NURSERY
W. G. Sindt 14252 - 15th St. So., Afton, Minnesota

Minnesota has had the good fortune through the years of having
had several outstanding peony hybridizers and peony gardens. Alonzo
Barry Franklin (1858-1944) was one of these who started growing ap-
ples, plums, lilacs and peonies in 1898. For over forty years the
Franklin Nursery flourished under his direction. Mr. Franklin grew
many seedlings, naming over ninety of them, beginning in 1920 and
1921. The nursery was located at 200 West 58th Street in Minneapolis,
but as the city grew, it was forced to move out. I knew the nursery on
102nd Street when it was run by his son, Loren. This operation con-
tinued until the 1960’s when the city had again caught up. Loren then
sold most of the stock and remaining seedlings and Franklin Nursery
was out of existence.

Of the approximately ninety Franklin varieties, I have grown
about twenty. Probably the best known variety is Mrs. Franklin D.
Roosevelt (1932) which was awarded the Gold Medal by A.P.S. in 1948
and has also been ‘‘best in show’’ at the National Peony Show. It is a
beautiful light pink double of rose form. A. B. Franklin (1928) was
awarded the Gold Medal in 1933 and has also been ‘‘best of show.”” It
is a large late double blush, fading white.

My favorite of the Franklin peonies is Bonanza (1947), a dark red
full double that does not fade. It has been on court of honor as best red
a number of times at the national shows. However, for me Bonanza is
closely followed by a red single, Florence Bruss (1953), which has also
been on the court of honor a number of times. These two for me are the
equal of any peonies in their class.

The two mentioned above are my favorites but there are many
other very fine Franklin peonies, and I will describe a few I have grown
in the past thirty or more years.

Duluth (1931) is a double white. It was one of the first ones I grew
and when I asked about a good white, Duluth was recommended as be-
ing a white white, not creamy or blush white.

Charm (1931) is a dark red late Jap which is one of the best of its
class. Madame Butterfly (1932) is a midseason Jap of a distinctive
shade of rose pink. Gypsy Rose (1939) is a deep rose pink Jap with the
staminoids edged in gold.

Sir John Franklin (1939), while a dark red double, does not have
the depth of color of Bonanza. It is late and fragrant. There are a
number of dark pink doubles that are all very good and it would be
hard to choose the best. Loren Franklin (1931) is my favorite of these,
followed closely by President Franklin D. Roosevelt (1932) and Mam-
moth Rose (1940). Minuet (1931) is a tall late light pink double which is
an excellent variety. Peach Glow is a double white with a faint glow of
peach, probably classed as a blush with very delicate coloring.

— 10 —
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These are a few of the varieties of peonies introduced by Franklin
that have especially appealed to me. There are many more good ones I
have grown and I'm sure many that I have not.

I did not know Alonzo Barry Franklin, since he passed away in
1944 and I did not start with peonies until about 1950. I do know his
son, Loren, and his wife, Lydia. I value their friendship and have had
much help and guidance from them on growing peonies. Since they
now spend their winters in Arizona, I do not see them as much as I
would like.

The Franklin introductions of peonies are as good as introductions
of any other hybridizers, and if you haven’t grown any, please try
some. I'm sure you will be pleased with the results.

SASS HOMESTEAD (MIDWEST GARDENS)
James Mason, Chicago, Ill., March Bulletin #75 (1939)

“Dear Mr. Mason:

My farm consists of 80 acres, onto which I moved in 1903. The
main grove, encircling 12 acres of ground, was here when I came. I
built the house in 1911 and at the time had paid for house and farm.
Those years we had ample rainfall, raised big crops, and prices were
good. It was a pleasure to plant trees and shrubs, as everything would
start right off and grow luxuriously. With the exception of one Norway
Spruce, now about 50 years old, I planted all the trees and evergreens
around the house. In 1904, I planted a row of Mulberries, 30 rods long,
north of the old grove. They are now 40 feet tall and in fine condition.
In 1910 I took in another plot of 4 acres for an orchard, and between
the rows of fruit trees I raised seeding peonies and irises. Soon my
garden overflowed again, and I took in another 6 acres, enclosed them
with trees and hedges for protection. This plot is planted to Peonies
and Irises in about equal parts.

“The red seedling peonies of my brother’s were in their prime on
the 5th of June, so they are midseason to late. He has two varieties
with the incurved petals, and they are very similar to each other. They
were taken out of a crowded seedling row in 1935 and cut up into.3
divisions each. This year they came out in their full glory, the color a
dark brilliant red, with the shape of Le Cygne. The parentage is Fuyajo
fertilized with pollen from a dark red semi-double seedling. I would
rate them 95. They are not yet in commerce.

Yours very truly,
H. P. Sass”’

This letter came to me in response to some questions I put to Mr.
Sass. The charm of his home and garden is beyond description, and, as
I write, I have a choky feeling such as you sometimes experience when
you part with a very dear friend. I am not sentimental, but when I
visited at Midwest Gardens, the spirit of the place got me. I seem im-
pelled to write about it.
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In June I drove northwest out of Omaha on the old Military Road
in search of Elkhorn, Nebraska, some twenty miles by car. The first
person I met in Omaha could have guided me to Midwest Gardens but
not to Elkhorn. On the road I overtook a driver of a farm tractor and
inquired the way to Mr. H. P. Sass. ‘‘About 5 miles farther,” he
replied, and it was.

When I arrived I found what appeared to be an ordinary farm with
a huge windbreak of trees around the house. It was Sunday afternoon
and no one was at home. There was no dog to bark at me. A beautiful
chorus of shrill song was coming from thousands of bushes and trees.
The first narrow vista pulled me to the right where I saw Irises in
bloom with tags on the blossoms—parents recorded until seed time. A
path led on to another vista where a few Peony plants showed a few
late blooms.

Mr. Sass has introduced late Peonies. Wish he were here to answer
questions. On and on I went as if pulled bodily into new ‘“‘rooms”
separated by bushes which grow as nature intended. There were Irises
and Peonies everywhere and other flowers, too; a paradise for birds
and bees and people. How did such careless beauty ever come to the
prairies of Nebraska? Was it planned? It just grew, according to the
testimony of Mr. Sass in his letter on the subject. I was the only
visitor at a season of gorgeous Peonies and Irises in full bloom. Such a
garden could not be found in a city because the numerous visitors
would make it different or make the gardener change his purpose or his
plan.

The next evening I returned about an hour before sunset and
found Mr. H. P. Sass near the house, transplanting Petunias, wearing
farm garb, greeting me shyly but warmly, with smiling, twinkling
eyes. He might better have been resting at that hour but instead he
whisked me off to the 6 acre field which I had missed completely on the
day before. He should naturally move slowly but instead, he gets
around briskly, walking or driving his automobile.

In the fields I saw peonies marked Milton Hill bigger and prettier
than any Milton Hills I had seen before. Number 9-26 is a delicately
beautiful flower. It was on young plants loaded with enormous blooms.
Peony H. P. Sass is a delight. Elsa Sass, blush white, named for his
wife, and Evening Star white, are aristocrats of the Peony world.
When you see any of his named varieties, you’ll want them all to fall in
love with.

For late bloom in my garden, I ordered Lost Chord which is my
name for a white seedling Peony with four or five huge rose-type
blooms on each stalk. It will need support which I'll gladly give. Mr.
Sass will send along Last Rose a pink of good habit, which has lively
delicate color with lots of flower appeal appropriately named and late.
Last Rose has taken the place of temperamental Florence Macbeth.

Unfortunately, I was too late to see those new reds which brother
— 12 —
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Jacob Sass will nourish and introduce to the world. Hans told me
about them with a chuckle. My guess is that they are a real delight to a
great connoisseur, for he seemed excited when he told about those
brilliant dark red seedlings which open like Le Cygne. Jacob Sass has
just bought a farm which has a 10 acre table of rich soil below natural
springs. Hans likes to talk about that, too, for it means something in
Nebraska, to have water in spite of drought.

At Midwest Gardens, the soil ‘‘turns up brown,’’ somewhat as it
does at three other Peony and Iris ‘‘Shrines,”” which I have visited.

When darkness threatened, we went back to the house where din-
ner was being saved for Hans. I had skipped my evening meal, but I
hadn’t dreamed that Hans had done the same. I was invited to join
him, which I did, with pleasure; his wife and daughter served us tasty
home-made food and dessert.

Anna Sass brought out water color pictures of many of the Sass in-
troductions of Iris. Some she had done herself and others had come
from owners of Sass Irises.

I asked questions for hours and got interesting answers to all
questions. His talk is salted with good humor and pleasant chuckles.

In aged note books, Mr. Sass looked up the parentage of a dozen
Peonies which make his name immortal. It was interesting that the
seed pod, in many cases, was from Mme. Ducel. In the books are the
records of thousands of crosses from which about a dozen varieties
came which will live forever.

Rev. Floyd J. Miller. Fergus Falls, Minnesota. 1982

From information available to me I have compiled the following data
regarding the peonies originated by the Sass Brothers of Nebraska,
and introduced by them.

(Variety, date of Introduction to commerce, and Season to bloom.)
Varieties originated by Hans P. Sass
Double White. Diana 1930 L; Donna Berkley 1942 L; Dr. F. G.
Brethour 1938 L; Elsa Sass 1930 L; Luxor 1933 EM; Margaret 1952 L;
Maxine Armstrong 1952 M; Minerva 1930 L; Miriam Napier Rohe
1940 M; White Batson 1930 LM.

Double Light Pink. Adonis 1930 M; Elizabeth Huntington 1930 E;
Florence Macbeth 1920 LM; Henrietta Huntington (date not recorded) E;
Last Rose 1930 VL; Marietta Sisson 1933 M; Tom Berkley 1941 M.

Double Medium Pink. Apollo 1930 L; Bonnie Becker 1942 L; Elna
1941 M; Ethel Halsey 1952 M; Hermione 1932 M; Lois 1941 VE.

Double Dark Pink. Anna Sass 1930 LM; Ben Haberman 1941 M;
Grace Batson 1927 M; Marie Sass 19556 LM; The Disc 1924 M.

Double Medium Red. Helen Sass 1950 M.

Double Dark Red. Judy Becker 1941 L; Priam 1930 M; Splendor 1932
L; Trumpeter 1949 M.
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Single Pink. Dawn Pink 1946 EM.
Single Red. Imperial Red 1932 M.
Japanese White. Polar Star 1932 M.
Japanese Light Pink. Geisha 1930 M.
Varieties originated by Jacob Sass
Double White. Mahal 1934 E; Nebraska 1939 L; Pink Opal 1934 M.
Double Red. Tanager 1934 L.
Varieties originated by Henry Sass
Japanese Light Pink. Doreen 1949 LM.
Japanese Red. Hot Chocolate 1971 EM. (Introduced by Eldorado
Gardens.)
Varieties originated by Hans P. Sass and Introduced into commerce
by The Inter State Nurseries of Hampton, Iowa. All was introduced in
1937 except one.

(Variety and Season of bloom.)
Double White. Dunman’s White LM; Evening Star L; Gleam of Gold
M; Henry Sass 1949 LM; Mount Everest L; White EagleE.
Double Light Pink. Coral Queen L; Hans P. Sass L.
Double Medium Pink. Pink Beauty LM; Queen of Hamburg M; Queen
of Sheba M; Sensation M.
Double Medium Red. Rosabel M.
Double Dark Red. Carolyn Mae Nelson M; Red Satin M; Thor M.
Single Light Pink. Sea Shell M.
Japanese Light Pink. Delight M.
Japanese Red. Gaiety L; Japanese Beauty L.
Varieties originated by Hans P. Sass but evidently never introduced to
commerce: Cordelia; Crimson Glory; Lily White; Moonglow; Pink
Pearl; Rose Triumph; Ruby King.
I now offer some observations of the varieties of Sass Peonies that I
have.
DOREEN—Midseason Japanese Light Pink. Really different shades
of pink. Bright guards. Strong yellow center tending toward buff-
white. Fair center. Rather short life. Adequate stems.
DAWN PINK—Early to midseason Single Pink. Medium to dark
pink. ‘“‘Soft and subtle” color, which lasts well. Guard petals of good
size with smooth edges. Fair center, bright yellow. Bloom has good
cupped form which holds. Adequate stems, medium to tall height.
Dignified and refined bloom with excellent single form build. I regard
this variety as the best pink Single and one of the best of all peonies.

ELIZABETH HUNTINGTON—Double early Light Pink. Fades
toward white. Loosely formed bloom. Adequate stems. Tall. Stamens
show.

ELSA SASS—Double late White. Full double, true rose type, with
— 14 —
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creamy glow in center of bloom. Good sized bloom, a bit loose, with
large petals. Excellent petals with waxy texture. Strong stems. One of
the best white peonies. Awarded the Gold Medal of the Society in
1943.

EVENING STAR—Double late White. Radiant white bloom with
creamy inner glow. Bloom just average size. Excellent form. Faint red
edges on some of the petals. Stems barely adequate. A bit uncertain in
blooming. A fine late white.

FLORENCE MACBETH-—Double late midseason Light Pink. Deeper
tones near center of bloom. Large flat bloom. Petals wide of good
substance and a bit rippled at times. Adequate stems. Buds do not
always open well. The first variety introduced.

GRACE BATSON—Double late Dark Pink. Large bloom of true rose
type. Adequate stems. Colorful. Valuable for late bloom with such
good color.

HANS P. SASS—Double late Light Pink. Full blooms of delightful
light to pale pink. Stems barely adequate. A refined flower.
HERMOINE—Double midseason Medium Pink. May be red markings
on petals. Medium height. Adequate stems. A bit tight arrangement of
petals. Tight buds which do not always open well. This variety has a
subtle appeal and charm.

IMPERIAL RED—Single midseason Medium Red. Large bright rose
red blooms with strong color. Tall adequate stems. Blooms hold form
fairly well.

POLAR STAR—Japanese midseason White. White guards are shaded
pink. Average size bloom on adequate stem. Medium yellow
staminodes. Center blackens. Not all blooms are good. This variety
radiates a sense of solid substance and lasting stability.

SEA SHELL—Single midseason Light Pink. Soft lively pink. Good
full center of strong yellow stamens. Tall adequate stems. Many
blooms. A bush in full bloom is outstanding.,

SENSATION—Double midseason Medium Pink. Pink tends toward
white. Bloom has excellent form with brightness in center. Petals have
good substance. Medium height. An attractive variety.

(I regret that I have no data on fragrance for any of these varieties.)

FROM GERMANY, HERTHA KOEHL WRITES—

Enclosed please find $20.00 for triennial membership, from 1983
on. I cannot be without the Bulletin. There are no people to talk to
here, about peonies. The bloom in 1982 was wonderful. Some varieties
bloomed the first time and we had some surprises. Some were like
puzzles because the flower did not fit the name. It is hard to get plants
true to name.

I want to say that you are doing your job in a perfect way and hope
that you will do it for a long time. The Bulletins are always very in-

teresting, especially the translations about the Chinese background.
— 15 —
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EIGHT ESSAYS ON THE TREE PEONY

by Hsueh Feng-hsiang (Ming)

A First Translation into English, by John Marney
Associate Professor of Chinese, Oakland University

(Note: Hsueh’s indexes and commentaries on the tree peonies of old
Hao province have been presented in earlier issues of American Peony
Society Bulletins)
1. Sowing

“Sowing’’ means ‘‘planting seed.”” Hence the importance lies in
harvesting the seed. It is better for the seed to be tender, not old.
Towards the end of the 7th month and within the first ten days of the
8th month [i.e., August-September], when the color is yellow, is the
proper time. If the seed is black, then it is too old. They should be
plucked when, for the most part, they are ninety percent ripe. Do not
expose them to the sun, but dry them in the wind.

They should be planted before mid-autumn. The ground should
face the sun; the soil finely broken; and the cultivated area of proper
scope. The selected seed should be densely spread to the thickness of
about a finger, and well-covered with earth. Immediately afterwards,
water heavily to produce a kernel of a full fingernail size. Completely
soak and enrich, and if afterwards there is no rain, then water once
every five or six days. Be sure that the area is frequently irrigated. If it
rains for a long time, then repeatedly drain the water away. In extreme
cold, or extreme heat, cover and protect the new shoots.

A further three years after the plants have grown, during the 8th
month [i.e., September in the Western calendar], transplant the roots
according to the method. Some two years or more later, the different
varieties will appear. However, if the seeds were tender, they would
sprout within a year; if slightly older, then within two years; and if
very old, they would sprout for the first time only after three years.
For tender seeds, select those that are able to change color. For sowing
in sunlit ground, choose those whose color has a fresh and beautiful
quality.

2. Cultivating

Although tree peonies differ among those which favor the sun or
favor the shade, for the most part, from Hao southwards, they favor
the shade and do not fear frost or snow. But in the bitter cold climate
of the north, the shade usually harms them. Thus it is not possible to
generalize. Furthermore, in cultivating flowers, arid dryness is not
suitable; and also most undesirable is muddy ground.

North of the [Yangtze] River, the wind is high, the soil hard, and
the land flat and cultivable. South of the River it is low-lying and
damp. Here, terraces need to be constructed about three feet high or
so, but also not too high, otherwise the conditions will not meet the
essentials for the methods of cultivation. Measure the length of the
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roots and dig a hole accordingly, with commensurate width. In the
middle, heap up a round mound upon which to seat the roots, accord-
ing to their length. Allow all the fine roots to hang loosely down the
sides. Cover with soft, fertilized and moistened loam, and avoid stones
or shards and muck and filth. The earth construction should be solid,
without cavities.

At the beginning and at the height of autumn, do not water heavi-
ly, but rather stop at moistening the soil and stamping it down. If
perhaps the autumn rains fall continuously, many of the roots will rot;
after prolonged sunshine, the cultivator must sprinkle the soil heavily.
Each plant should occupy its own area of some two feet, and not
overlap, and it will of itself flourish.

UPDATE ON PEONY SEED GERMINATION

by Don Hollingsworth

The production of peony seedlings can give some of the most
rewarding experiences which can be found in pleasure gardening. The
basic work of peony species hybridization has already been done and
the fertility barriers within the hybrid progeny are rapidly falling. Yet,
~ the discovery of what new breakthroughs can be found by mixing the
species has only just begun. We are greatly encouraged in seeing and
hearing about the desirable new peonies which are coming from the
work of the few people who have been actively raising hybrid seedlings
during the recent years.

Attempts to grow peonies from seed have been sometimes disap-
pointing until a certain amount of favorable experience has been ob-
tained. Even then it is often frustrating. According to Western
translators of an ancient Japanese writer, ‘‘the seeds should be sown
immediately after they are ripe...(while still moist from the
pod) . . . when sown immediately after, no vital power will be lost. If,
on the contrary, the seeds are dried previous to sowing, hardly onein a
hundred will germinate, and often not even one.”’ (See Bulletin No.
220, Dec. 1976.) Well, it turns out that, after a little experience in
planting peony seeds, one usually concludes the consequences are not
quite so absolute. Yet, as with most rules handed down by our elders,
one does find a relationship in the results of current experience. When
the relationship is not clearcut, one is challenged to sort out what there
is in the rule which is meaningful.

Modern study of peony germination has benefited immensely from
advances in the understanding of plant growth and development in
general and of the internal controls of growth processes which enable
plants to function in concert with their natural environment. These are
the adaptations which have enabled the species to survive in nature.
As we select plants for domestic use and raise them through the
generations, we tend to break down those precise adaptations which
work against our purposes. However, in perennial ornamental plants,
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some of the characteristics are highly fixed and we have been able to
meet our purposes without making much change in processes such as
the control of seed germination. We can get along very well by simply
learning to understand what are the inherent environmental re-
quirements for the particular species or strain we are working with.

We can now understand that drying of peony seeds does not very
much affect their inherent vitality. (This never did make any sense in
relation to seeing peony seeds naturally dry in the pods of standing
stems over winter.) The effect of drying is to delay the internal
development processes of the seed. The prevalent method in the
general handling of domestic crop seeds which are to be replanted is to
collect them and hold them dry until the chosen planting time. The
seeds most commonly used tend to germinate quite soon upon being
planted. While some commonly grown seeds used in horticulture and
agriculture take a little longer, the information necessary to under-
stand this is widely available, so few handlers have any trouble and
then not for long.

Most peony species, like several of the woody genera used in or-
namental horticulture, have a relatively complex series of developmen-
tal phases during the process of seed germination. In some species this
type of germination control assures that seedlings after seed matura-
tion in nature do not emerge for growth until the second spring. In at
least some peonies (species, strains, individual plants) it is found that
by keeping the seeds moist and planting as soon as possible, some
seedlings can be obtained in the first spring. Since we generally find
‘““sooner’’ more appealing than ‘later,”’” we tend to focus on how to im-
prove the results of first year germination.

It can now be seen that a trap which peony seed handlers have
often fallen into is that of holding seeds in dry storage until harvest is
complete, then going ahead with attempts to get them germinated for
the following spring. Drying delays development. When we harvest
seeds and let them dry, then put them back into moist environment
while the environment remains warm in early autumn, we have
delayed their development, but not to the same extent as when nature
allows them to remain dry until cold weather. What this short delay
does is to increase the probability that germination will go past the
point-of-no-return, but will not have enough time to get through all
phases of development before the soil becomes warm in the spring.

There are four phases of development in peony seed germination
with respect to different temperature requirements and these roughly
correspond with the seasons of the year.

First is post-maturation growth of the embryo. When the peony
seed is mature, the embryo is very small—perhaps two millimeters
long. When the seed is allowed to dry, there is apparently no further
development. This is the ultimate resting condition and is the best con-
dition for storage of the seeds to retain viability. When put into warm,
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moist environment (growing season temperature) this resting stage
becomes broken, perhaps not immediately, and growth of the embryo
into the endosperm cavity takes place. This development runs its
course and as long as the soil remains warm nothing further that is ob-
vious happens.

Secondly, when the soil temperature cools down in autumn to a
level which agrees with the genetically controlled requirements of a
particular seed, root germination will occur—565 °-70 °F., depending on
species. This is true germination, technically. The development pro-
cess is now past the point of being held indefinitely in a quiescent
state. The root will elongate and the cotyledons will elongate so that
the bud area is extended outside the seed. The bud, however, is dor-
mant. It requires a long period of chilling in order to grow. If kept
around 60 °F. or above (perhaps lower), the buds will never grow.

Phase three is the dormancy reduction period. Contrary to some
belief, it takes place at temperatures above freezing. Research with
fruit tree species indicates that the most favorable temperature for
those species is 46 °F. In fruit tree research, the chill requirement is ex-
pressed in terms of numbers of chill units. A chill unit is one hour at
46° or the equivalent. Chilling will go forward at temperatures above
32° and up to 59 °F., but it takes increasingly more time to equal one
chill unit as the temperature gets further away from 46°. In peonies
this is the phase where many late planted seeds fail. They get through
root germination, but fail to receive sufficient chill units before the soil
becomes too warm in spring.

Phase four is leafy shoot production. I have never deliberately
separated phase four from three, for most peony shoots will grow at
temperatures under which chilling can still go forward. However, I had
some seeds of a Mediterranean area species once which, when ger-
minated indoors-using a refrigerator set at about 36° for dormancy
reduction-took almost seven months before there was enough evidence
of growth in the little shoots that I was willing to try getting them to
grow in outdoor temperatures (August). If I had given these ger-
minated seeds a higher chilling temperature, the shoots may have
shown advancement much sooner. However, the question would re-
main unanswered whether it was due to more rapid chilling or to a
more favorable temperature for seeing shoot extension. Because of the
overlap of temperatures at which phases three and four go forward, it
is important to have indoor germinated plants into the light for leafy
shoot production. Otherwise there will be an extreme extension of
etiolated shoot stem (like potato sprouts in the dark).

Back to the question of how seedlings are lost by allowing seeds to
dry after harvest, we can confidently say the following. It is not the
drying that hurts, it is the developmental delay. This delay is only
crucial if one then terminates the delay by putting the seeds into warm
moist environment too late in the growing season. If held until the
following spring for planting, good results should be expected in the
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second spring. ‘““Too late’’ is the time after which the seed will com-
plete phase one, because then rooting is sure to occur, but after which
it cannot make complete reduction of bud dormancy before the soil
becomes too warm in spring for any more reduction to take place. (We
can only place this time in the calendar on a probability basis.) If the
seedling does not produce a leafy shoot, it cannot produce and store
food to support the second growth cycle which will be initiated with
the onset of cool temperatures the following autumn.

One other eventuality should be noted. What about the seeds
which lay for a couple of years and then germinate? [ tentatively see
this as a delay in post-maturation of the embryo. In seeds of hybrid
peony kept in warm, moist medium continuously for as long as three
years, there would be a gradual dropping out—death and decay,
sometimes a germination—suggesting that they will eventually
deteriorate, possibly due to the deterioration of their barriers to inva-
sion by organisms in the favorable warm moist conditions. I men-
tioned hybrid seeds, although this isn’t limited to them. I do expect.
however, that in the process of hybridization there is more chance to
lose some factor critical to control of some detail or another of the life
cycle processes. These can be thought of as the casualties of the pro-
ject. So long as some desirable plants which also retain breeding
fitness are obtained, the casualties are soon forgotten. (If I wasn’t do-
ing indoor germination, they possibly would never have been noticed
in the first place.)

For a discussion of details of seed germination methods, see the ar-
ticles in the Peony Society book, The Best of 75 Years, in the hybridiz-
ing section.

BOTRYTIS AND PHYTOPHTHORA BLIGHT

Greta Kessenich
Reprinted from the Hybridist’s Newsletter, PAEONIA,
(Chris and Lois Laning, Editors)

There was a time in the past when botrytis was practically
unknown in Minnesota. Winter was in moderation with the usual days
of zero to a -25° F. — always ample amount of snow covering that
came early in the season averaging from 18 to 24 inches or more. This
gave the peonies the best of insulation from the sub zero temperature.
In the spring, warm days came, the snow melted and the eyes ap-
peared. No hard freezing and then thawing and we all had a good
peony bloom. There was always a slight trace of botrytis but not at all
alarming.

I have heard the question, *“What is botrytis? How can you tell if a
plant has botrytis?’’ In answering those questions now, I will say that
when it strikes you will know and it will not be long until it haunts you
daily in trying to find a remedy. There is not only botrytis but the
dread phytophthora blight is even worse. It resembles botrytis in a
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way, but the foliage turns almost black and the leaves hang limp. This
disease travels down the stem into the crown. Botrytis has its effect in
the early spring and as new small plants develop, they turn wilty and
die. As the plant matures and large buds are about to open, the entire
stalk falls because of a lesion causing a rot that girdles the stock.

Peony growers in a given area sometimes feel that this blight oc-
curs because of something they have done or not done. It is well to
have ample space between your rows of peonies, clean up the garden in
the fall and do away with all foliage. But even that does not solve the
problem, because who can control Mother Nature when cold rains
come in the spring, the ground remains wet, there is little sunshine and
it either freezes or it gets very hot, followed by a freeze. This is not the
type of weather that any perennial enjoys. This breeds disease, not on-
ly in peonies but roses, iris and most hardy of all perennials, the hosta.

Many gardeners hesitate to mention that problems have occurred
in that given spring but be assured that if this occurs in your garden in
a given area, it also prevails in other gardens.

At different years, I have sprayed with fungicides which would or-
dinarily take care of all foliage disease and dry up any rot, using
Benlate, Captain, Zineb and Phaltan. I have had a regular spray pro-
gram, as with roses, beginning with the early hybrids when the first
pink eye was seen and also spraying plants before any eye was show-
ing. This continued every ten days until the plant was full of foliage.

If there were any noticeable results in the check of the diseases, I
felt it was only due to the different degree days in the temperature
each year and not in the spray used. The disease continued but not to
the same extent. The spray must have had some good effect but I am
of the opinion that the soil must be cleaned up before the disease is
checked as it harbors this disease and remains over the crown, and as
the eyes push forth in the spring, they are already affected.

A good soil fungicide is Terrachlor as it disinfects the soil. I have
used this fungicide in the area of iris when it became affected with soft
rot, due to the weather conditions. When one plant became affected,
this disease seemed to travel in an area around it. Treating the soil as
well as the plant soon checked this problem. Peonies are affected in the
same way—perhaps one or two show the symptoms and very soon a
plant nearby, and it continues.

This fall when the foliage is cut down, all the peony area will be
sprayed with a good drench of Terrachlor, hoping this will be a help
and the answer in the control of botrytis and phytophthora blight.

Again, we do not rule out the severity of weather in early spring.

iIf you cut a tree, plant a tree.
it Is natare’s replaceable energy.
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1. Yellow Luteas
Hamilton, Ontario

2. Pillow Talk
Marvin Karrels

3. Souvenir de Maxime Cornu
John Simkins

4. Yellow Crown
Clarence Lienau
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PROPAGATION OF TREE PEONIES
John E. Simkins, Oakville Ontario, Canada

Tree peony growers are at a disadvantage compared to the her-
baceous enthusiasts because the tree peony is difficult to propagate
vegetatively. The herbaceous peony produces larger roots each year.
These can be dug and divided into several pieces.

The tree peony does not behave so well. Many of the Japanese,
(suffruiticosa), keep a single stem for years. Others look like they have
several stems but when dug the stems all attach to a single
underground root.

The lutea hybrids sometimes produce clumps of stems which have
roots. These can be dug up, cut off and planted. When this is done both
the mother plant and the off shoots take four or five years to recover
and produce reasonable plants.

Christopher Lloyd, a garden writer in England described a method
of producing tree peonies from cuttings. He used shoots of the current
season’s growth taken just after flowering is over. He cut the wood at
the junction with last year’s wood and cut the top just above a leaf.
Each piece was five to six inches long. The tip leaf and two lower
leaves were removed and the top leaves left were cut around to reduce
their size to one half. The bottom was trimmed and dipped into rooting
compound. These were inserted in a mixture of coarse sand, peatmoss
and soil to a depth just below the lowest leaf. The container was placed
in a cold frame which was left closed. Seven of nine cuttings formed
root and eventually plants.

I have tried this several times without success but each time a few
weeks after flowering. Next year I will give it a good try. If we leave
out these two methods we are down to layering, and grafting.

Layering is the pulling down of a limb, attaching it to the ground
and covering it with earth. A variation is to dig up a plant with several
stems and bury it a foot or so deeper. Other ways are to remove an inch
or so of bark on the underside of the buried branch before burying it or
cut into the bark of the stems before burying them. There are other
variations where the stem is passed through an open-end tin can full of
horticultural charcoal which is covered with earth.

Most of these methods are relatively slow and limited by the
number of limbs that can be bent to the ground. The least disturbing
to the plant and most efficient is the grafting of pieces of the stem onto
herbaceous roots. The herbaceous roots grow and supply a nurse root
until the stem can send out roots of its own.

There are two secrets to success in grafting tree peonies. One is to
get the cambrian layer of the stem to unite with the herbaceous root.
The second is to get the root to grow rather than rot. No one to my
knowledge has developed a technique that will give 90% success year
after year.
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Rootstock

Traditional lore is that a four-year-old lactiflora rootstock is best
and this is probably a pretty good rule. I have used rootstock from
many species and hybrid herbaceous plants from two to ten years old.
On old plants, use the new roots around the perimeter or the ends of
old roots.

Any size root works sometimes but I find the best chance of a
union of root and stem is with half-inch to one-inch size roots. These
roots are flexible so even if the match of rootstock and stem are not ex-
act, the elastic band will make a snug join over most of the cut areas.
The root length can range from four inches for a one-inch piece to six
inches for a smaller diameter root.

The Stem or Scion

The stem must be this year’s wood. I have grafted a few older
stems each year but have never had one take. This can be a whole stem
cut at ground level or the side or top shoots from an old stem.

Stems are cut in my area, Zone 6, on the USDA map starting the
last week in July to December. The early flowering Japanese, then ear-
ly luteas in early August—the later Daphnis lutias in mid-August
followed by the Itohs in September.

Even the earliest plants can be grafted right through to December.
When the bark is changing from green to tan, this seems to be the best
time. I start them even a little earlier and do a few each week until
January. The earlier stems are much easier to cut.

The Graft

Tools—Single edged razor blades. These have a heavy metal top.
They are sold in paint and wallpaper stores for stripping paint from
windows and trimming wallpaper. They cost about $7.00 per 100
blades. '

Piece of Pine three-quarters-of-an-inch by six inches wide and
twelve inches long.

Box of grafting elastic pieces. These are a quarter-of-an-inch wide
by three inches long elastic pieces available from specialty nurseries
that propagates trees or shrubs or gardening stores.

Carborundum Stone to touch up razor blade. Professional grafters
use a knife rather than the razor blade but I found that keeping the
knife sharp and getting straight cuts is so much easier with the razor
blade.

How many buds to graft? Along the stem in the axils of the leaves
are the buds which will produce the new plant. Each bud on the stem
can be grafted to a root producing several plants or one graft can be
made on the lower bud to make one plant per stem. Anything in be-
tween is another option.

The usual graft is one or two buds except when grafting the tip
and the buds are so close together there is no wood to cut. So the tip
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may contain four or more buds. The choice often depends on how many
buds are available vs. how many roots, or how many plants are re-
quired vs. how fast you want them.

The limit on the size of stem grafted is usually the size of the
rootstock. Very often the rootstock will not have any roots next spring
when the buds start to grow. There is a limit to the amount of top
growth the root can supply while it tries to grow some roots.

The more buds on the stem the faster a new plant will develop.
Somewhere between these two limits lies the optimum. Two or more
bud grafts succeed more often than one bud grafts. I think this is
because with two buds one often gets a join just even with or above the
first bud. It is too high for the lower bud but satisfactory for the top
one. This will get the sap running and the lower bud will then take its
share.

The Graft—1I start by laying the stem, or half the stem, depending
on the length, on the board with the lower bud up. The razor blade is
held vertically over the center of the stem with the lower tip on the
lower end. The top tip is placed on the right edge of the stem even with
the bud. The tip is pivoted to the right about thirty degrees from ver-
tical. The blade is pressed through the stem with a slight cutting mo-
tion. This cuts off a triangular part of stem from the right hand side.

The top tip of the blade is placed on the left edge of the stem even
with the bud and the lower tip again placed in the center of the stem to
make a point with the right cut edge. The blade is inclined thirty
degrees from the horizontal and pressed down to cut a triangular piece
from the left side of the stem.

This has produced a point at the bottom of the stem from which
three planes emerge to meet the stem at the bud. This three-sided
pyramidal stem is laid on the rootstock with the bud just above the top
of the root. By looking at the rootstock an estimate of where to start
the root cut can be made and the width and depth required at the top of
the root. I hold my finger where the cut should start and take off the
scion. Then holding the blade about twenty degrees from the vertical
cut into the rootstock making matching cuts to receive the scion. I fit
the stem into the root. If it sits a little deeper it doesn’t matter but if
the top of the stem is above the root the cambrian layer will have
nothing to unite with.

There is no need to struggle for fit along the lower edge. This is of
some benefit but the difficulty of making a perfect fit all over is too
time consuming for the increased probability of success.

When the fit is satisfactory the elastic is wrapped around to hold
the scion and root together. It seems better to have the elastic loop up
over the stem just above the bud.

There are other types of grafts in the book . . . I've tried budding
which is a common method for roses, also side grafting without any
success. Where the diameter of the scion and root are nearly the same,
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I've had success with a straight wedge graft.

The grafted area can be wrapped with green plastic tape to keep
the water and bacteria away. Gary Seaman and David Reath both
used this method but I hear it is no longer considered necessary. I have
never tried it.

The first step in a successful graft is to have the cambrian layers
start to grow together. This takes about two weeks under ideal condi-
tions.

I get the best results when the grafts are placed in a warm, humid
atmosphere. If they are grafted early, say August-September when the
sun shines and it is warm, I find placing them in sand in a cold frame is
the best method. The top of the root is about even with the sand level.
The sand is six to eight inches deep. The frames are shaded with win-
dow screening and the tops left closed. The sand is damp but not soak-
ing wet. They can be left in the frame all winter with the addition of
covering in January and February. This is the method used by
Sheridan Nurseries who are large scale propagators. I tried putting a
heating cable under the sand to keep it warm for October, November
and December grafts. This failed as the cable heat made the roots rot.

During cool weather I have placed the grafts in a plastic sandwich
bag, tied the end and put it on top of the refrigerator at the back where
it is warm.

With this method it is better to soak the roots in a chlorox solution
(1 tablespoon per gallon), for about an hour before grafting. Another
method is to place the grafts in the solution before putting them in the
bags. If they are left over a week in a warm place in plastic bags
mildew will appear and usually this means failure. I've also placed the
grafts on top of a layer of perlite in an aquarium with a glass top which
sits at the back of the greenhouse. Sunshine deters mildew and this
method was pretty good. Gary Seaman and David Reath bury the
grafts right in the ground. Gary used a raised bed which he did not
cover. David covers the area with plastic and a heavy mulch. Gary had
a good success record and David probably has as high a level of suc-
cess as anyone.

A way to tell if the graft has taken is to push down on the leaf
petiole which is attached to the stem below the bud. If it breaks away
easily the join has probably occurred. Be careful; pushing too hard will
break a new joint apart and ruin the graft.

Winter treatment. If the grafts are in sand in the cold frame,
covering is all that is needed. If they are in bags in the house or green
house they can be put in the frame if it is not too cold. If it is below
freezing I use pots of sand in the cool greenhouse to store the grafts.
The root is placed level with the sand or a half-inch deeper. This must
be kept just moist. I usually put the pots in an aquarium with a plastic
lid over it as an aid to prevent further watering. They can also be kept
in the cellar but care must be taken to prevent them from drying out.
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I have also put the grafts, after they have joined, directly out-
doors. This has worked reasonably well but the clay in my back plot
heaves them so much they are above the surface. Very often in early
spring the rootstock has not grown any roots although the bud shows
signs of breaking. They could be planted out in the field at this
timefrom four to six inches below the top of the wood. This would hold
back the bud growth until roots form.

Grafts in the frame are usually left until next fall with the top off
after April. Then they are planted in the garden. I plant the grafts with
the top of the wood just even with the soil level. In the low-lying clay
they are heaved each year and I have to replant them to obtain tree
peony roots.

How to measure success. If I get 50% of the grafts to grow into
plants I'm quite happy. The majority of losses occur in the joining of
the cambrian layer. Very high losses occur due to poor drainage or to
high moisture levels during the fall and winter and early spring. One
cool, wet spring I lost over 50% of the 1-year grafts in the low-lying
clay field. When I tried the heater in the frame I lost them all.

Try to get moist, warm conditions for the joining phase and cool
slightly moist conditions for the winter. If one method fails try
another until one that suits your temperament and grafts will work.
David Reath describes his techniques in the Bulletin 213, 1975 which
is also in the Tree Peony Society 75 years, page 61.

How very much we take everything for granted! Have we ever stop to
think where the logo originated which is the trademark of the American Peony
Society? It is always on all stationeri,amembership cards, the bulletin, books;
in fact, it is on all printed material that is used and is a part of the Society.

Recently Silvia Saunders sent a box of old material to this office that
belonged to her father. It contained various old tear sheets from old
magazines, some old letters, various pamphlets, and one old brown, sunfaded
cardboard drawing that is a treasure. It appears to be the original sketch of
our logo, first blocked out in pencil and then darkened with ink. On the back is
the handwriting of Professor Saunders: “A. H. Fewkes, Newton Highlands,
wanted Monday P.M.” In addition, there is also just the name of A. H. Fewkes
as if it were his original signature.

Thank you, Silvia, for this bit of history and for all the other material. All
of this past history is priceless. Greta Kessenich

~— S
80TH ANNIVERSARY
of the AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY 1983

The magnificent peony exhibition and convention will be held at
the famous Domes in Milwaukee, Wisconsin
‘ June 17-18-19.
Hang a travel ticket on the Christmas tree as your gift to attend
this gala event. There you will see peonies of grandeur, all types,
varieties and colors.
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PLANT PEONY SEED — ITS GRATIS
Our peony seed pool has been replenished with this year’s crop,
fresh from the pod of the peony. A worthy selection that will produce
beautiful plants. The peony seed is free but we do ask that you send
$1.50 for preparation and mailing charges.

Send your order to me — Chris Laning, 553 West F. Ave.,
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007.

Fall gardening work is coming to a close, the transplanting is
almost finished and the weeds are under control. This year will be dif-
ferent in that instead of burning leaves I will spread them over the
garden, covering the peonies and leaving them on for a mulch next
year. It worked very well on a small area last year so we’ll see what ex-
panding the operation will do.—Chris

The following is a list of seeds available at present:

From Gus Sindt:

1. Dawn Pink 7. Owatonna

2. Florence Bruss 8. Rose Bowl

3. Gail Tischler 9. Seashell

4. Gay Paree 10. Spellbinder

5. Kay Tischler 11. Terry Grudem
6. Miss America 12. Vanity

From Toichi Domoto, California, a very nice box of tree peony (suf-
fruticosa) seeds!!

From Don Hollingsworth:

Seed Lot Description (Pod Parent)

82-13 Paeonia peregrina

82-19 1427 Silver Dawn F 4 (seedling of Pehrson’s
F 3)

82-20 722 Cousins seedling (Good Cheer x Poly-
macro)

82-21 1359 Seedset

82-30 1429 RB-1, seedling of Roy’s Best Yellow

82-36 & 56 957 & 952 (seedlings of 20 Roselette’s Child
F 2x 38 Moonrise)

82-71 932 (seedling of 38 Moonrise x 127 Arch-
angel)

82-79 1420 Silver Dawn F 3, Pehrson clone

82-86 1249, 1251 & 1253, (seedlings of 20 RCF 2x
38 Moonrise)

82-44 75-129 South (seedling of 38 Moonrise x 126
Nosegay F 2)

82-61 75-90#1 (seedling of Winterthur)

82-116 114 Moonrise F 2

82-138 542 Red tree peony

82-141A 1340 Laning single yellow (Quad F 2 x
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Moonrise)

82-141B 674 & 676 (seedlings of Saunders 4992 x RCF
2)
82-142 Mixed clones of Silver Dawn F 4 (seedlings
of Pehrson’s F 3)
82-164 Mixed early teraploids, includes May Lilac,

Saunders 4992 Quad F 2s, (Moonrisex -
Nosegay F 2)and others

82-165 Mixed lactiflora clones
82-169 1256 (seedling of 93 Quad F 2 yellow x 38
Moonrise)
82-173 Mixed tree peony clones
From Chris Laning:

1. Rushlight F 3

2. Tetraploid mix

3.Quad F 3 x Rushlight’s Child F 2
4. Archangel F 2

5.Serenada F 2

6.Quad F 2xMoonrise F 2

7.Quad F 3 xSilverDawnF 3

8. Archangel x Nancy F 2

—— S —mr—

PEONY MAGIC
Ernest Flint Kelsey, Bulletin #78

In the field she stood, her face burned by sun and leather-tanned
by whipping winds from across the ploughed field. Above her serious
deep-set eyes, her bronzed forehead was a replica of that ploughed field
in furrows long and deep. Her mouth was grimly shut like the jaws of a
steel trap. Smiles had gone way down into her brave heart, for serious
business was at hand—the season of sowing was swiftly passing.

Later I saw her among the flowers in the garden, that oasis of the
farm wife in the desert of drudgery. The grim lips were parted and a
wistful smile stole from them a treasured kiss. Traces of girlhood
charm were there as she moved among the flowers. Her eyes caught
some of the gold sparkle like evening sunlight on the brook. She
stooped and with those calloused fingers softly touched the petals of
the old red peony, a spray from the fountain of youth and hap-
piness—the old piney bed.
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EXPERIENCES WITH TREE PEONIES

by Brian Porter, Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada.
Horticulture Specialist, Dept. of Agriculture. Regina.

My first plantings of tree peonies here were in the fall of 1977.
That year I had decided to try Age of Gold, High Noon, and Rock’s
Variety as an experiment, just to see if they were hardy enough to
bloom in our climate. The peonies were planted in a perennial bed, ad-
jacent to herbaceous peonies, and in a rather exposed location.

The next spring, I was anxious to see if the peonies had survived
-40°F temperatures. Rock’s Variety fared the best, but being the
shortest, had good snow cover. As no flower buds were present, it did
not bloom. Both Age of Gold and High Noon did bloom, providing me
with a few blossoms. Age of Gold bloomed only on new growth from
ground level.

That fall I mounded the short plants with dry leaves, although
this was minimal. The following year only one bloom on Age of Gold
and High Noon was produced. Age of Gold had again killed to ground
level. Rock’s Variety wintered perfectly but did not bloom. At this
point I came to the conclusion that more winter protection was
necessary for the lutea hybrids.

After attending the 1979 APS show at Champaign-Urbana, I was
inspired to add another tree peony to my collection. I chose Coronal. In
the fall I covered the tree peonies with dry leaves inside cardboard box-
es, and covered the tops with plastic. Coronal was so short that after
planting to the recommended depth, it was only exposed an inch or so
above ground level, so I did not cover it. That winter was not especial-
ly severe, with the minimum temperature being -34.7°C (-30.5°F),
although the cold was prolonged into February and March. The winter
covering seemed to pay off, for in 1980 Age of Gold and High Noon
wintered much of their old wood, and the flowers were much more
abundant.

In 1980 I added another tree peony, Tama Fuyo, as I wanted to see
how the Japanese tree peonies would fare. Acquaintances had reported
reasonable success in both Saskatoon and Regina, with winter protec-
tion, so I thought it worth a try. The names of the two varieties were
unknown, however, so I chose a variety that had good hardiness
reports in USA. That fall I was even more generous with winter protec-
tion. I chose to wrap Age of Gold and Tama Fuyo in fiberglas insula-
tion batts, covered with plastic garbage bags to keep them dry. High
Noon and Rock’s Variety were surrounded with plastic garbage cans,
with the bottom removed, and stuffed with dry leaves. One large shoot
of High Noon would not fit in the plastic container, so it was wrapped
in fiberglas batts and plastic. Coronal received a small fiberglas batt
only, as it was still very, very short. I was most anxious to see how
these would fare. Our coldest winter temperature was -38 °C (-36.4 °F)
in December.
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I was thrilled to find that the tree peonies appeared in excellent
condition when they were uncovered. A few terminal buds were lost on
the luteas and Rock’s Variety, but most of the wood was alive - the
best record yet. I could hardly wait for blooming to start. Tama Fuyo
had attractive pink buds looking anxious to unfold. As the weeks pro-
gressed, however, the buds on Tama Fuyo turned brown and the stems
dried up. Whether or not a late spring frost on May 9 (-5.3 °C or 22.5 °F)
was responsible I do not know, for it did not hurt any of the other tree
peonies or herbaceous types in my yard. Herbaceous peonies elsewhere
in the city were badly injured, however. Tama Fuyo did make a feeble
attempt to send up a new shoot, but this died off in July and no growth
has come since. The show of blooms on High Noon and Age of Gold
was really outstanding, for this climate at least. Age of Gold was
superior in number of blooms, with a blooming season lasting over two
weeks. For the first time Rock’s Variety came into bloom. The flowers
were small, however, and a couple were deformed with very few petals.
Coronal made no attempt to bloom.

That fall I decided to try a different mulching method. Peat moss
was used in place of leaves for Coronal, Rock’s Variety, and Age of
Gold. High Noon also received a peat moss covering, inside a plastic
garbage can, but the one stray branch again was wrapped with
fiberglas insulation.

The winter of 1981-82 was long and bitterly cold, with -40°F & C in
January, -37°C (-34.6 °F) in February, -33.3°C (-30°F) in March and
-20.4°C (-4.7°F) in early April. Fortunately the snow cover was early
and heavy, helping winter plants such as carnations, which have
always winterkilled in the past. When I uncovered the tree peonies I
discovered that the peat moss had absorbed some moisture from the
ground below - the previous fall was very wet until freeze-up. I had
used plastic over the soil to prevent this, but it was difficult to cover
the ground in the center of each plant. The hardiness of Rock’s Variety
proved itself again, as it wintered all but one branch to the very tip. It
flowered again, with beautiful blooms twice the size of the previous
year. My only complaint was that they did not last very long. Coronal
wintered its few inches of stem and produced one flower bud, which un-
fortunately aborted later. When I uncovered the other luteas, the
stems protected by peat moss appeared dead to ground level. Only the
stem wrapped in fiberglas leafed out, but as the summer heat began, it
too withered away. So for this season both Age of Gold and High Noon
bloomed only on new growth from ground level or below ground. While
the flowers were somewhat smaller, the blooming season was fairly
lengthy. Age of Gold was particularly floriferous, and for the first time
I had tree peony blossoms to greet me on my birthday, July 10. Admit-
tedly, the late spring helped out, and the plant was nearly through
blooming at that date.

All in all, I feel the tree peonies have been a worthwhile experi-
ment. I wouldn’t recommend them to the average gardener, but I
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would suggest them to anyone who likes to grow something unusual
for this climate, and is willing to provide some winter protection from
them. It’s unlikely that I'll plant anymore varieties, considering my
crowded urban lot, unless I decide to try a Japanese tree peony again.

TREE PEONIES
By the Late Leo J. Armatys, Central City, Nebraska, Bulletin #193

The collapsing ecology of our fertile land is increasingly evident.
Planting tree peonies won'’t reverse the trend, but this majestic flower
may blur the image of the barren, artificial landscape of the future.

Spring Showoffs:

First signs of life come to tree peonies earlier than to any other
member of the peony family. Here, the brightest, cleanest green of ear-
ly spring is provided by the early growth of Rock’s Variety—the white
species that rates No. 1 on so many points.

A good companion for Rock’s Variety is the Japanese YACHIYO
TSUBAKI, whose first signs of life are tinged a lighter red than most
others. The color, listed as coral red in some catalogs, extends to the
new stem growth. YACHIYO TSUBAKI is a choice plant, full double,
with a tendency to bloom at a young age—often the first year after
planting.

Even if it weren’t for its blossoms, which have a dark, lighted-
from-within look, Gratwick’s GUARDIAN OF THE MONASTERY
would be a standout among tree peonies. He calls it the strongest
grower in the nursery. Once established, it sends up the tallest stems
of any I’'ve seen, with no tendency to droop. Sturdy stems seem to be a
hallmark of things originating in the Gratwick nurseries. More
hybridizers should have the courage to discard beautiful bloomers that
can’t stand erect in the garden.

Remember, when other flowers pass their prime and require reset-
ting or division, Moutan keeps getting sturdier and prettier!

Winter in Retrospect.

The long, hard winter dramatized the adaptability of tree peonies
(all peonies, for that matter) in harsh weather areas. Some big lutea
hybrids lost stems, but new growth from underground buds will let
them bloom again as though nothing had happened.

The young Daphnis hybrids here gained more points for their
winter performance. Not a single inch of stem loss. Not even on tall
ARTEMIS, whose single stalk towered above the others. There must
be an extra ingredient in these hybrids. Tiny REDON, planted last
September and extending just two inches above ground level on May
2, is determined to bloom this spring. DEMETER, only one in last
year’s group that didn’t bloom on first year plants, has four big, ex-
panding buds. These hybrids are being hailed as the plants of the
future. All of the evidence isn’t in, but all signs indicate that they will
justify the optimistic predictions made for them.
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HARDINESS OF TREE PEONIES IN CANADA
R. H. Giff, Sarnia, Ontario, Canada. Bulletin #149

While there has been an improvement in recent years in the
volume of cultural information applicable to the Tree Peony yet there
is, in my opinion, need for further enlightenment. It is with this
thought in mind that I shall attempt to deal with one phase, namely its
hardiness.

We, here in Canada, are not exactly in what one would call the
‘‘banana belt”’ yet it may come as somewhat of a surprise to those not
too familiar with our Country, to learn that the southwestern corner of
the Province of Ontario extends slightly below the 42nd degree of
north latitude. Furthermore, as to that portion of Ontario lying be-
tween north latitudes 42 degrees and 44 degrees, it is not, as a rule,
subjected to the violent storms and low temperatures as are the States
of New York, Pennsylvania and portions of the New England States.
One has only to review the weather reports for February of 1958 to
verify this. This, as seems to be the general opinion, is accounted for,
to some extent, by the fact that Lakes Huron, Erie and Ontario have,
with some variances, a tempering effect within the latitudes men-
tioned.

Within the latitudinal boundaries mentioned in the preceding
paragraph and more particularly in what we speak of as south and
southwestern Ontario and which extends from about north latitude
43° down to the 42nd parallel, winter weather conditions are very try-
ing on plant life. Temperatures will range from perhaps somewhere in
the upper 40’s down to the low 10’s with occasional dips to zero or near
thereto. Mixed in with this temperature range are a few sunny days,
cloudy days, warm rains, sleet storms, snow storms and thawing
periods. This goes on from December to late March. February of this
year was one exception in that for the better part of a week night
temperatures went as low as 14 degrees below zero and seldom rose
much above 10 above during the day.

Getting to the point as to how the Tree Peony stands up to all this
freakish weather, I would explain that I first became interested in the
species in the early 1930’s. At that time I made a humble start by pro-
curing one plant of Souv. de Maxime Cornu from the Kelways of
Langport, England. Having no literature to guide me I had to work
out my own salvation as regards winter protection—assuming the
species to be tender. I started out by encircling the plant with poultry
netting of a width sufficient to extend six inches or so above the tops
of the canes and filling the enclosure with dry leaves, being careful not
to pack them. Over the top, but not the sides, I would place a water-
proof shelter either of a paper or cloth base—whichever happened to be
handy—to keep moisture out. This method was adhered to for five
years or so when one Spring, upon removing the protection, I found
every cane dead to the ground. That was the blackest day of my life,
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but not for long, as about two weeks later that silver lining behind the
dark clouds appeared in the form of six (if I recall correctly) amazingly
strong shoots piercing their way through the earth’s surface. That
Spring I had the greatest display of bloom, both from a quality and
quantity standpoint, I had ever had before or have since experienced
on any one plant. What caused those canes to die remains a mystery.
It was a normal winter with the temperature seldom dropping much
below 20 degrees, but on two or three occasions dipping down to
around zero during the night but swinging back up to much more
tolerable temperatures during the following mornings. This behavior
is a rather rare experience among growers of the species and prospec-
tive growers should not be at all alarmed. I have never had it happen
since.

Following the experience mentioned above, I switched to
evergreen boughs for protection using Xmas trees, available from
sales lots after Santa Claus has made his rounds. The evergreens—
piled loosely around and above the plants—offered splendid protection
even where snowfall was lacking. In sections where snow is abundant
it is trapped in the evergreens thus creating perfect protection.

After three or four years’ use of evergreens I became acquainted
with a commercial grower of herbaceous Peonies in a locality 20 miles
north and east of Toronto. Somewhat to my surprise, he also had a
planting of a dozen Tree Peonies. What amazed me, however, was the
fact that he left them exposed to the elements the year around. While,
as he pointed out, some killing back of canes was experienced, yet they
never failed to bloom. His practice prompted me to dispense with pro-
tection of either leaves or evergreens, merely mulching the ground
around the base of the plants to a depth of about 6"'.

During the years I was using top protection, killing back of canes
was negligible—never more than two or three inches. Since that time,
when leaving them unprotected, killing back has not at any time in-
creased to the extent of causing concern.

As to the flower buds; under protection I found them in the early
Spring in much the same condition as when they went into their winter
dormancy. Without protection I find them somewhat browned and
shrunk, but regardless of this a few warm days and a few April
showers correct all this and in due course gorgeous blooms are *‘steal-
ing the show.” I mentioned in paragraph three our having had an ex-
ceptionally cold spell in February of this year with the temperature as
low as fourteen below. Despite this Reine Elizabeth as of this date of
writing (April 12th) is just about ready to burst into leaf. Actually I
wish this one would learn to ‘‘sleep in’’ in the Spring just as some of us
humans are inclined to do on the Sabbath day. This early activity
sometimes presents a bit of a problem in later weeks when freezing
nights threaten. All my Tree Peonies have come through this past
winter in excellent shape.
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