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OBJECTIVES

The Articles of iIncorporation state: Section (2) That the particular objects for which the corporation is to be
formed are as follows: To increase the general interest in the cuitivation and use of the Peony; to improve the
methods of its cuitivation and methods of placing it upon the market; to increase its use as a decorative flower;
to bring about a more thorough understanding between those interested in its culture; to properly supervise the
nomenclature of the different varieties and kinds of peonies; to stimulate the growing and introduction of
improved seedlings and crosses of such flower; and to promote any kind of the general objects herein specified
by holding or causing to be held exhibitions, and awarding or causing or procuring to be awarded. prizes therefor
or in any other manner.

The AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY BULLETIN is the official Society publication. It is mailed postpaid quarter-
iy to all members in good standing.

MEMBERSHIP

The By-Laws state: All reputable persons, professional or amateur, who are interested in the Peony, its prop-
agation, cuiture, sale and development are eligible for membership. Dues are as follows:

Single Annual..................c.0uunn.., $ 750 Juniorormemberfamily................... $ 250
Single Triennial........................... 2000 Life.............. .. i, 150.00
Family Annual................coiiiinnnn, 1000 Commercial membership.................. 25.00
Family Triennial..................... e 2150

Family membership, any two related members insame household. .................... One Bulletin

Junior membership, any age through completion of highschool. .................. Separate Bulletin

For those who wish to further support the Society, the following special memberships are available.
Contributing .. ............................ $2500 Supporting ................iiiiiiiiiaan., $100.00
Sustaining .......................oin.... 50.00 Patron....... ... i, 250.00
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WELCOME TO HAMILTON, ONTARIO CANADA

Hamilton is situated on Hamilton Bay which is on the north-west
tip of Lake Ontario. Access from the United States is through
Lewiston, Niagara Falls, Buffalo, Detroit or Port Huron. From the
east it may be advantageous to come through Watertown into Canada
and proceed down Highway 401 to Hamilton. All routes are four lane,
no toll highways.

Hamilton is served by Nordair Airline to Hamilton Airport and by
all the major airlines to Toronto International Airport. The latter is
about 35 miles from Hamilton. Buses, taxis and rental cars are
available at the airport.

ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDENS
— HAMILTON, ONTARIO

In 1974 the Royal Botanical Gardens was proud to host the
American Peony Society’s Spring Exhibition; (see APS Bull. No. 210)
we are delighted that eight years later the Society is coming for a sec-
ond time. The occasion will provide a splendid opportunity for people
in the area to see just what the genus paeonia can offer and for our
friends in APS to see what has been accomplished at RBG in the in-
tervening time.

There is no doubt that that 1974 Exhibition gave an impetus to
the peony collections here. During the same summer the Charles
Klehm & Son Nursery of Arlington Heights, Illinois, presented the
Gardens with 2 plants each of 52 cultivars of herbaceous peonies; later
that year a further collection of 144 herbaceous cultivars and 37 tree
peony cultivars were purchased from Dr. Henry Landis, of Willowdale,
Ontario. Thus, in 1982 we should have around 300 peonies at their
peak for the APS meeting.

Writing these notes offers an opportunity for mentioning other
developments at RBG since 1974 so that visitors can plan their day
more easily. The peonies share their site with other groups of her-
baceous plants: this is now called the Laking Garden to commemorate
Leslie Laking’s retirement in 1981 after 35 years of inspired service to
RBG. Here are the Iris collections which include well over 500
cultivars - Tall Bearded, Dwarf and Median types, Spurias and species.
The Iris Sibirica bed holds new cultivars raised by the Gardens’ Or-
namental Plant Breeder which have a considerable future for North
American gardens.

Above the Iris collections the Laking Garden has informal island
beds planted with the classic herbaceous border plants: some of these
-Phlox paniculata, Hererocallis, Papaver orientale are displayed in
dozens of different forms.

Across the road from RBG Centre where the peony exhibition
itself is to be held and where delegates will be entertained, the Centen-
nial Rose Garden is now enclosed by two ‘arms’ of the Amy Memorial
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Pergola with its collections of vines and espalier wall plants: these lead
to the Turner Pavilion closing the main vista from the centre. Species
and old-fashioned roses support collections of modern Hybrid Teas
and floribundas. To the east a scented garden is currently being
developed around the historic Hendrie Gates.

It should never be forgotten that unlike the majority of Botanic
Gardens around the world which have to bring into cultivation the
species of even their local areas, RBG is the proud possessor of 1000
acres of natural woodlands within which are 30 miles of interpretive
trails. Some lead directly from below the Rose Garden - sophisticated
horticulture and almost untouched Ontario forest amazingly juxta-
posed, offering immense potential to students to the wonderful world
of plants.

A vigorous visitor could continue westward from the Rose Garden
along the Hendrie Valley trails (though it would be wise to take a
guide, a compass and some provisions) to the Gardens’ main Ar-
boretum area above the 600 acre lake and wetland known as Cootes
Paradise. Here again cultivated areas with collections of interalia,
Magnolias, Loniceras, Dogwoods and the famed RBG Lilacs can be en-
joyed within sight of one of the most important wildlife (plant and
animal) sanctuaries in the area.

These notes are not meant as a definitive guide to the Gardens and
hence the Nature Interpretive Centre in the Arboretum, the Children’s
Garden with its Horticultural Therapy and practical concerns, the well
known decorative Rock Garden and other features can get but passing
mention. What is important to emphasize is the on-going trials of
garden-worthy plants, the continuing research and plant breeding pro-
jects and the diverse educational programmes which make RBG the
horticultural and botanical centre that it is.

The Royal Botanical Gardens are situated at the western tip of
Lake Ontario, on the outskirts of the contiguous Cities of Hamilton
and Burlington less than one hour’s drive from Toronto. They are also
an hour’s drive through the fruit and grape growing lands of the
Niagara Peninsula to Niagara Falls and Buffalo.

NEW DIRECTOR AT THE ROYAL BOTANICAL
GARDENS, HAMILTON, CANADA

Allen Peter Paterson, for eight years Curator of the Chelsea
Physic Garden, London, England, has been appointed Director of the
Royal Botanical Gardens, Hamilton, Canada, succeeding Dr. Leslie
Laking, who retired in June 1981.

& o> MRV W 7 =
ULLETIN COVER — ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDENS
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FROM YOUR
PRES IDENT

The year past was the 100th birthday of Edward Auten, Jr. He
gave to floricultures many beautiful peonies. Some are now disappear-
ing from the market. Mr. Auten was one of the early hybridizers that
began working on the hybrid peony. Over a period of time, he received
the gold medal from the American Peony Society for his work, later
the Saunders Memorial Medal in hybridizing, in addition to many
other recognitions. Robert W. Auten received the Grand Champion
award at the 1975 exhibition at Kingwood Center.

In one of his articles written for the Bulletin several years ago, he
said: “We need more peonies in more gardens. Attend the National
show and display your peonies. When planting they need full sun, no
crowding and ample space for ventilation. Some folks like to plant and
get results in sixty days or in one season but they must wait until the
third year for satisfactory results in size of bloom, color and form.
Anyone planting an apple tree don’t expect a full crop in one season,
yet a healthy peony in a good location will outlive an apple tree.”’

It would be of merit if a division of some of the varieties of these
master hybridizers of the past be donated to the American Peony
Society auction, held every year at the National Convention. We look
forward to your donations.

This year the National Convention will be held at the Royal
Botanical Gardens, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada — June 11-12-13.

It is not too early to begin working with your peonies. Cultivate,
spray, disbud and put no. 1 or no. 2 brown paper bags over those ex-
hibition buds and be Canada bound. It is a beautiful place. While there
take an extra hour and drive a few miles to see Niagara Falls.

See you there,
Irvin Ewing
The Harvard Magazine for January and February 1982 featured Ed-
ward Auten Jr. with his picture in the peony field and a colored picture
of peony John Harvard. Mr. Auten was a graduate of Harvard in 1904.
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THE 79TH ANNUAL MEETING
77TH ANNUALdEXHIBITION
an
3RD INTERNA'I;IONAL SHOW
o
THE AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY

Hamilliton, Ontario CANADA June 11, 12, 13, 1982

All events except the Annual Banquet at the Royal Botanical
Headquarters Meeting headquarters and Annual Banquet at
Holiday Inn, 150 King Street East.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Friday, June 11th
2:00-9:00 p.m. Prepare Show Entries.
8:00 p.m. Board of Directors meeting in the Show
Annex.

Saturday, June 12th
7:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Set up and enter exhibits.

8:00 a.m. Registration for meeting, banquet &
lunch.

10:00 a.m. Show open to the public.
11:30 a.m. Judging begins.
12:30 p.m. Lunch: $4.00 - Show Annex

2:00-9:00 p.m. Show open to the public.

1:30-3:30 p.m. Growers and Hybridizers Seminar, Show
Annex.

7:30 p.m. Annual Banquet and Presentation of
Prizes, Members and Visitors welcome.
$14.00.

9:00 p.m. Annual Meeting.

10.00 p.m. Exotic root auction.
Sunday, June 13th

9:00 a.m. Board of Directors meeting - Show

Annex
10:00 a.m.-6:00 pm. Show open to public.
Registration.

I am personally responsible for the expenses of the show. We must
reserve blocks of rooms, number of meals for lunch and dinner. The
price depends on the number guaranteed. Your registration at least a
month in advance allows the organizer to correct the long range
forecasts and be sure enough to avoid sleepless nights. Be fair, register
in advance. We will return your money if we get a few days notice that
you cannot come.

We will send descriptive materéal on the Niagara Falls - Hamilton
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and Toronto areas, maps and a note on Customs to all registrants.

Cheques in Americal dollars are OK. Base them on a 87¢ Cana-
dian dollar plus $1.00 for the bank handling charge. This would make
registration $16.50 US.

Otherwise, please send an international money order for $18.00
Canadian. Send Registration to J. E. Simkins, 1146 Donlea Crescent,
Oakville, Ontario L6J 1V7, by June 1, 1982,

We expect a large number of visitors to Hamilton this summer so
making hotel reservations early is a wise move. A block of 20 rooms
has been reserved at Holiday Inn, Hamilton, for the American Peony
Society. These will be available until mid-May. When reserving advise
Holiday Inn you are coming to the Peony Society Show. You will be
given preference and the special rate.

There are several motels in the area. The two noted below are both
AAA approved. Please make room reservations directly with hotel or
motels. The room rates for next June are estimates and should be con-
firmed on registration.

HOTELS

Downtown Holiday Inn, 150 King Street East, Hamilton, Ontario
— Single $45.00; Double with twin beds $45.00 — TV, air condition,
restaurant and all the features of a modern hotel. Telephone (416)
528-3451. This is the Headquarters Hotel where the banquet will be
held. It is about six miles from the Royal Botanical Gardens show
room.

MOTELS

Coach and Four Motel, 1400 Plains Road West, Hamilton, Ontario
— Single $30.00, with kitchenette $34.00; Double $36.00, with kit-
chenette $40.00 — TV, air condition. The motel is situated about one
half mile from the Royal Botanical show room. Phone (416) 522-2483.

Town and Country Motel, 517 Plains Road East, Burlington, On-
tario — Single $26-30; Double $32-38 — TV, air condition, swimming
pool. It is about three miles from the show room, nine miles to the
downtown Holiday Inn Show Headquarters Hotel. Phone (416)
634-2383.

There is a 7% Sales Tax applicable to rooms & meals.

All prices are in Canadian Dollars.
KK KKK K KKK

The Herbaceous Hybrid Peony Collection donated at the 1974
Show by several members is impressive. It is in the Laking Garden, a
five minute walk from the Head Quarters building. The Iris gardens
and perennial beds are also in the same area. Make a point to visit
them. Also Members may visit the Arboretum, Laking Spring
Gardens, Rose and Trial Gardens during daylight hours. There is no
charge. o7
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NORTH DAKOTA MEMORIAL AWARD

Two exhibition classes have been designated for commemorating this
Society. For over fifty years the North Dakota Peony Society has exhibited
their peonies to the public. Peonies from North Dakota have always been of
superior quality, in size, in color and form. We expect the two classes to have
the best in peonies, otherwise the awards will not be honored. These classes
should be worthy of this great and cherished Society and of the peonies they
grew. This special award will be given annually.

See page 12 Classes 504 and 505.
—— e
RULES FOR SPECIMEN EXHIBITS

1. All entries must be completed and in place by 11:30 a.m. on open-
ing day.

2. All entries must have been grown by exhibitors.

3. Entry tags supplied by the Society must be filled out completely
as to class, variety, and name and address of exhibitor. In addi-
tion, each variety must be identified with a small wood or plastic
tag with the variety name legibly printed thereon. Entry tags
may be obtained in advance from the secretary of the American
Peony Society. The exhibitor or his agent shall be responsible for
proper completion of the entry tags.

4. Stems should be approximately 12"’ long (tree peonies excepted).

5. Exhibitors are limited to one entry each in clases 101, 102, 103,
104, 105, 106, 201, and 301. In all other classes up to two entries
of each variety are permitted; however, any number of different
varieties may be entered.

6. The show committee may combine or divide classes if the number
of entries warrants it.

7. Correct varietal labeling is mandatory in the Open and the
Amateur classes. It is recommended in the Novice classes, but no
entry shall be disqualified for failure to identify.

8. Standard containers will be furnished by the show committee and
must be in all classes.

9. The American Peony Society Handbook will govern bloom types
and color.

10. Anemone types such as Gay Paree shall be shown as Japanese.
11. Awards need not be given to unworthy exhibits.
12. Flowers are to remain as placed on the show tables by the ex-

hibitor, moved only when necessary, and then the exhibits must be
kept in the same position.

13. The decision of the judges is final.
NOTE: See Page 13, Division VI —
COURT OF HONOR CANDIDATE CLASS

.
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DIVISION 1. Open to all Exhibitors.

Class

101

102

103

104

105

106

American Peony Society Award

Twenty-five varieties, any color or type.

One bloom each in separate containers.

American Peony Society Award

Fifteen varieties, herbaceous only, any type or
color

One bloom each in separate containers.

American Peony Society Award

Ten varieties, herbaceous hybrid only, any type
or color

One bloom each in separate containers.

American Peony Society Award

Ten varieties, Tree peonies only, any type or color
One bloom each in separate containers.

Five varieties, Japanese Type lactiflora only, any
color

One bloom each in separate containers.

Five varieties, single type lactiflora only, any color
One bloom each in separate containers.

Three Blooms, one variety lactiflora only, in one container.

Class 117 Semi-double red
110 Double white 118 Bomb any color
111 Double blush 119 Japanese white or blush
112 Double light pink 120 Japanese pink
113 Double dark pink 121 Japanese red
114 Double red 122 Single white or blush
115 Semi-double white or 123 Single pink
blush 124 Single red
116 Semi-double pink
One Bloom Lactiflora Only
Class
130 Double white 138 Bomb white or blush
131 Double blush iig 1B30mg felgk
i om
:gg gg::g}: gf:;: :ﬁ 141 Japanese w}}ite or blush
134 Double red 142 Japanese pink
. . 143 Japanese red
135 Semi-double white or 144 Single white or blush
blush 145 Single pink
136 Semi-double pink 146 Single red
137 Semi-double red
Three blooms one variety Herbaceous Hybhrids or Species in one
container.
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Three blooms, one variety Herbaceous Hybrids or Species in one con-

tainer.
Class
150 Double or semi-double white, blush or yellow
151 Double or semi-double 155 Single yellow
coral 156 Single white or blush
152 Double or semi-double 157 Single coral
pink 158 Single pink

153 Double or semi-double 159 Single red

red 159A Itoh, hybrid any color

154 Japanese, any color

One bloom Herbaceous Hybrid or Species
Class

160 Double or semi-double yellow

161 Double or semi-double white or blush

162 Double or semi-double coral

163 Double or semi-double pink

164 Double or semi-double red

165 Japanese, any color

166 Single yellow 169 Single pink
167 Single white or blush 169A. Single red
168 Single coral 169B. Itoh hybrid, any color

Three blooms, one variety, tree peonies only, in one container.,

Class

170a Japanese (Moutan) White, Single

170b semi-double 170¢
171a Japanese (Moutan) Pink, Single

171b semi-double 171c
172a Japanese (Moutan) Red, single

172b semi-double 172¢
173a Japanese (Moutan) Violet single
(Really purple lavenders) 173b semi-double 173¢
174a Japanese (Moutan) Maroon single

_ 174b semi-double 174¢

175a Lutea Hybrid, white to cream, single

175b semi-double 175¢
176a Lutea Hybrid, yellow, single

176b semi-double 176¢
177a Lutea Hybrid, blend, single

177b semi-double 177¢
178a Lutea Hybrid, pink, single

178b semi-double 178¢
179a Lutea Hybrid, red, single

179b semi-double 179¢
180a Lutea Hybrid, dark red, single

180b semi-double 180¢

- 10 -
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One bloom tree peony only.

Class

185a Japanese (Moutan) white, single

186a
187a
188a
189a
190a
191a
192a
193a
194a

195a

DIVISION II AMATEUR: Open to exhibitors who raise peonies chiefly
for pleasure, sell plants or cut flowers only
casually, and do not grow more than 200

Class

Class 205 Double white or blush

206 Double pink 210 Japanese any color

207 Double red 211 Single any color

208 Semi-double any color 212 Hybrid any color

209 Bomb any color 213 Tree any type or color
One bloom lactiflora unless stated otherwise.
Class 220 Double white 225 Semi-double any color

221 Double blush 226 Bomb any color

185b semi-double

Japanese (Moutan) pink, single

186b semi-double
Japanese (Moutan) red, single

187b semi-double
Japanese (Moutan) violet, single

188b semi-double
Japanese (Moutan) maroon, single

189b semi-double
Lutea Hybrid, white to cream, single

190b semi-double
Lutea Hybrid, yellow, single

191b semi-double
Lutea Hybrid, blend, single

192b semi-double
Lutea Hybrid, pink, single

193b semi-double
Lutea Hybrid, red, single

194b semi-double
Lutea Hybrid, dark red, single

195b semi-double

plants.
201 American Peony Society Award
Ten varieties, any type or color

185¢ double

186¢
187¢
188¢
189¢
190c
191¢c
192¢
193¢
194¢

195¢

One bloom each in separate containers.

Three blooms, one variety lactiflora only, unless otherwise stated, in
one container. .

double
double
double
double
double
double
double
double
double
double

222 Double light pink 227 Japanese any color

223 Double dark pink 228 Single any color
. 224 Double red
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229 Hybrid any type or color
230 Tree, any type or color

DIVISION III NOVICE: Open to all amateur gardeners who ex-
hibit peonies only at local shows.
Class 301 American Peony Society Award
Five varieties any type or color in separate con-
tainers.
Three blooms one variety lactiflora, unless otherwise stated, in one
container.
Class 305 Double any color
306 Semi-double, any color 308 Single, any color
307 Japanese, any color 309 Hybrid, any color

One bloom lactiflora, unless otherwise stated.
Class 315 Double white or blush

316 Double pink 320 Japanese any color
317 Double red 321 Single any color
318 Semi-double any color 322 Hybrid any color
319 Bomb any color 323 Tree any color

DIVISION IV: Seedlings and New Varieties.

Class 401 Seedlings.
Three blooms, one variety in one container, not
currently introduced.
Variety must have been divided at least once.
Must be shown under name or seedling number.

402 New Varieties:
Three blooms, one variety in one container. Lim-
ited to varieties named and registered with the
American Peony Society and introduced no earlier
than five years prior to show date.
Awards given in the two preceding classes may be
Certificates of Merit or Honorable Mention at the
discretion of the judges, but no ribbon awards.
Varieties having won either award in previous
competition may not be shown again in that class,
except that varieties shown in class 401 may be
shown again in class 402 regardless of awards.
403 Seedlings:

One bloom. This class is for display only.

No awards will be given and any seedling entered in
class 401 is ineligible.

DIVISION V: Special Entries.
Class 501 Commercial Exhibit.
- 12 -
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No awards will be given and any seedling entered in
class 401 is ineligible.

Collection by commercial grower of 25 to 50 varieties
in separate containers. A placard approximately 9’
X 14" may be furnished by the exhibitor to identify
his display.

502 Visitor from greatest distance.
Five different varieties any type. Mileage verified on
entry tag.

503 Multiple bloom.
Single stalk not disbudded. Must show at least three
open blooms.

DIVISION V: Special Entries
Class 504 — 505 North Dakota Memorial Award

One bloom each in separate containers, any color, only named varie-

ties.

One entry per individual family.

Class 504 — Tree peonies, Lutea and J apanese Herbaceous hybrid,
double and single.

Class 505 — Lactiflora, Double, semi-double, single, Japanese.

These two classes are not considered for Class V1.

DIVISION VI: Court of Honor Candidate Class

Court of Honor blooms will be selected from this Divi-
sion. Entries are limited to one bloom in each class. Ex-
hibitors are urged to enter their best blooms in this Divi-
sion.
One bloom Lactiflora
Class 601 Double white
602 Double blush 606 Bomb any color
603 Double light pink 607 Semi-double any color
604 Double dark pink 608 Japanese any color
605 Double red 609 Single any color
One bloom Hybrid or Species
Class 610 Double any color
611 Semi-double any color
612 Single or Japanese any color
One bloom Tree
Class 613 Lutea any type or color
614 European any type or color
615 Japanese any type or color
Grand Champion
The best flower in the show will be selected from all
named entries in the show.
- 13 -
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DIVISION VI ARTISTIC DESIGN

Theme: The World of Television

a. Black and White:

b. Julia Child -

The World in your Kitchen:

. The Today Show

. The Carol Burnet Show

f.

of Color

The Weather

. The Wonderful World

A design to be staged on grey topped
tables 30"’ high against a textured
oatmeal background. Each design is to
have an area 36"’ wide and 36’ deep.
The foreground height of the bay is 68"’
with a background height of 84’’.

A table setting which may be func-
tional or an exhibition setting, staged
on round card tables 20"’ high, 36’ in
diameter. Full length cream coloured
table cloths will be available to the ex-
hibitor if desired.

A design to be staged on a soft-green
pedestal 40"’ high with 16’ square top
against a textured oatmeal
background. The pedestals are open.
The foreground height of the bay is 78"’
with a background height of 84"'.

A design to be staged on a soft-green
pedestal 36’ high with a 12"’ square
top against a textured oatmeal
background. Each design is allotted a
width of 36”’. The foreground height of
the bay is 78" with a background
height of 84"’.

A mass design to be staged on open
soft-green pedestals 40’ high with 16"
top, against a soft-green background
84"’ high and 36"’ wide.

A design to be staged on a soft-green
stand 18" or 24"’ or 30"’ high. There are
two-18", two-24”’, and one-30"’ (selec-
tion on a first come, first selection
basis, allocated at pre-registration.)
The tops of the stands-18" square.
Each design is allocated a width of 36’.
The foreground height of the bay is 68"’
with a textured oatmeal background.

For any added information, write John E. Simkins, 1246 Donlea
Crescent, Oakville, Ontario. Canada. L6J 1V7
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Bob Tischler with one of his finest creations, Myra MacRae, a clean
medium pink equal to his great red, Douglas Brand.
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The display garden at Brands. All this land has now been sold and the
ursery dissolved.
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BOB TISCHLER

By Harold Thomforde, Crookston, Minnesota

For many years I have visited the Brand Peony Farms at
Faribault, Minn. and there I met very interesting and important per-
sonalities of the peony world.

First it was A.M. Brand, a virtual storehouse of peony knowledge.
Mr. Brand and myself had one other thing in common. We both liked
exhibition poultry. I recall selling him a trio of Golden Sebright Ban-
tams at the Minnesota State Fair. At that time Mr. Carpenter of St.
Paul, also a peony grower came with him.

Succeeding Mr. Brand, came Myrthe Gentry. She had worked for
Mr. Brand for years and now became owner of the peony business.

Next came Bob Tischler, a great peony man. What is there about
peony growers that so many of them like exhibition poultry? In Bob’s
case, it is pigeons and he has some of the best in the country in the
varieties he keeps.

Bob is a personable man, easy to visit with and I liked him from
the first time I met him. He likes people and he knows and likes
peonies. I think I made a trip every year to Faribault to see his peony
show and visit the trial gardens and evaluate, in my opinion, the new
things. Bob and I would exchange opinions on the seedlings and prom-
ising contenders for future high honors. Many of them made it to the
pinnacle of fame. This is where I first saw DOUGLAS BRAND, a good
red. I liked it at first sight and think it is one of the very best. I tried to
buy a root immediately but Bob would not take an order. Finally after
several years, he took my order but then I still had to wait two years to
get this root. It was worth waiting for.

Gus Sindt has taken many awards with this variety, as will
anyone who will grow and exhibit it properly. MYRTLE TISCHLER
has been one of my favorites since I first saw it in the seedling stage. It
is a good deep pink and grows to tremendous size. The color is clean
and here again we think that Bob has one that rates with the best. His
WILFORD JOHNSON I have always liked. It is a rose pink in color
and has a very good size. It has been an easy grower for me.

There is KAY TISCHLER, a bright pink japanese, staminodes
bright pink tipped with gold. It is also one of the best. It keeps its
shape and a nice size.

While Bob has many other good originations, I know these I have
mentioned will keep the Tischler name among the top breeders as long
as peonies are grown.

Bob Tischler, beside being a good peony grower and a shipper of
top quality roots, is also a good peony judge. First you have to catch
him from his constant half-run and get him into a show room. I have
always been satisfied to exhibit my blooms when he was judging as I
know they will get the consideration a good judge gives every exhibit.
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He is also a knowledgeable speaker.

The peony world salutes Bob Tischler as a good peony hybridizer,
a good grower, a successful exhibitor, a good judge, a good pigeon
breeder but above all else, a fine fellow.

FROM THE HEARTLAND OF KANSAS
Edward Lee Michau, Derby, Kansas

Sometime ago, I purchased some land a short distance from my
home as my yard was becoming too small for my peonies that I wanted
to grow—also more space was needed for my seedlings. They should
have been divided in 1970 but it was not possible because of space and
time limitation.

This year, the sewer line that runs under my peony patch in the
backyard had to be replaced. It was necessary that all the peonies be
dug immediately. It meant taking four vacation days and a weekend.
My new acreage was not ready for planting so all roots were put in cold
storage. Since all this had to be done, more peonies were ordered rather
late in the season so all roots could be planted according to a plan.

By working every weekend, holidays and all available time, the
roots will be out of the cooler and the new ones planted in my new
111th St. peony field. While working there, two beautiful bird dogs
from a nearby farm have been my constant companions.

Last Saturday, planting continued as usual, when I sensed a
visitor. As I turned to look, there was the biggest skunk that I have
ever seen in these parts, just about ten feet away. He was just ambling
along, coming down the plowed field toward me. Now, Kansas has
acres of untamed land that would be a mecca for this animal, but ap-
parently he decided that my peony field was the place for him.

The skunk saw me and I froze. It swung into position, raised his
tail, looking over his shoulder. In that timeless moment, out of the cor-
ner of my eye, I saw the bird dogs a couple hundred feet away, looking
for rabbits. Now, I am not a pious man, but at that moment I was
praying that those dogs would stay away because of the predicament
that was confronting me. The skunk decided that I was harmless and
lowered his tail, continuing his stroll, not away, but passing by. I must
have breathed or blinked my eye because in about five feet he decided
on an instant replay, taking that dreaded position. Once again, he
decided that I was a statue and strolled on and I must say, taking his
time.

Dogs are very intelligent; they knew a skunk was around and they
kept their distance.

As I continue my planting on the coming weekends, should my
visitor decide to return, I hope that he will still exercise control.
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THE PEONY PATCH
Ben Gilbertson, Kindred, North Dakota

The year 1981 was rather uneventful in weather and related condi-
tions, starting out with a dry spring, allowing the farmers to get all
their crops in early and with few problems. Then when the early crops
were up and ready to grow we had a summer-long stretch when there
was good moisture conditions until the crops were well taken care of.
These conditions prevailed throughout the growing season locally but
not statewide as some areas were on the dry side most of the summer
and a few small areas were hurt by excessive rains and flooding as
usual.

Not anything startling occurred in the peony patch, which, by the
way, is getting smaller each year as certain varieties are taken out and
the work gradually lessened. What I had most hoped for was a bloom
or two on the new Tree Peony that apparently is an Alice Harding x
Hakuo-Jishi natural cross, but it did not happen. This fall it went into
winter with three stems each having a very large terminal bud and
showing a promise of three blooms this coming season. The original
mainstem stands some 6-7 inches above ground and two stolon stems
are about 3 and 4 inches away from the mainstem, which shows that
the plant is stoloniferous like its pollen parent Alice Harding.

Two other tree peony seedlings of blooming age were noticed this
spring as unaffected by last winter’s cold and dry weather, which com-
pletely froze all budwood on the other six or seven siblings in the same
row and location. They came on with a couple of mediocre blooms up to
the very tip of last years growth and the leaf buds were all leafed out as
if there was no winter. These plants are of no value in themselves as
they are, but they may be ‘endowed’ with some super cold resistance
and could be of value in breeding hardier tree peonies. These seedlings
had no protection of any kind against the snowless and dry open
winter. When we have an average or colder winter,tree peonies left un-
protected freeze dead to the ground level.

I did have the chance to see the bloom on a double white that I had
dug out of the seedling rows two years ago. It had bloomed that year
as a first time bloomer but was very small and deformed but showed
that it was a double. I dug and replanted it so I would have plenty of
room that fall, and this summer it produced a rather small very full
rose type white with a pencil stripe of blood red at the outer edge of
every guard petal. It was small but very attractive. I am sure it will be
much larger next season.

In digging the scrap peonies from last summer’s first bloom rows,
I found two plants from Goldilocks seeds that had next years buds
well developed which appeared as yellow as buds on Oriental Gold does
at that time of year. Evidently the plants did not have good blooms as
they were not marked for saving and were to be thrown away. I saved
and divided them, each in two divisions and replanted for further
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evaluation. Three new varieties were named and registered this year.
They were named Colleen Marie, after the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Gerald Lund, the new owners of The Brand Peony Farm, of St. Cloud,
Minn., who will grow and market all of our originations, and Zelda
Gilbertson, after our own daughter and Sheyenne Chief, after the
Sheyenne River that drains all of our watershed.

About all I have left to dispose of is some 50 plants of Tenuifolia
flora plena Rubra which I expect to sell on bids for the lot this fall. I
will have an Ad in the Bulletin on that in June this summer.

PEONIES IN TEXAS
Barrie Kridler, Kridler Gardens, Mt. Pleasant, Texas

This was the best bloom season to date despite a very warm winter
and little chilling. All herbaceous plants are shaded from the late after-
noon sun — (1) to keep the soil as cold as possible after a night of freez-
ing temperature in the winter—afternoons are usually quite warm,
even after a night of below freezing — (2) to protect blooms from hot
dry winds and hot sun during blooming season — (3) and to keep the
foliage from sun-scald and burning until late in the summer. (Full sun
plants usually burn up by July in this climate.)

Most plantings are now in the third or fourth year, so they are get-
ting into the best production. Bloom season was very dry, so the
blossoms were not waterlogged as happens in so many springs. Heavy
rains after bloom caused some foliage rot but this was checked with
the new rose fungicide by Ortho, Funginex. Will try it earlier next
year.
Had a few tree peonies old enough to bloom—so lovely! Tree
peonies do better here. The few that I have are incorrectly named, and
color completely wrong. I will now order from the specialist, now that I
know what to do.

There was less foliage burn this year. I had added some lime to the
soil last fall for the first time and also the summer was not as hot as
the killer year before with fifty odd days of 100 degrees and above.

The leaves on all peonies tend to look burned by August, so careful
placement is necessary both for the health of the plants, aesthetic
looks in the landscape, and help with the water bills. Watering is a
necessity in the dry summer months. A heavy mulch is on all beds
through most of the year. We pull much of it back in the winter to take
advantage of the cold.

We are about as far south as lilacs, peonies and cherry trees will
survive. I learned to love peonies in Ohio, where I grew up and am will-
ing to do these extra things to have those lovely spring blooms. I don’t
think I could live where peonies could not be grown. It is sad to go up
north and see how few plantings exist in yards and cemetery lots,
when a few years ago they were so plentiful.
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TREE PEONY TOPICS
Louis Smirnow, Brookville, Long Island, N.Y.

Several amateur gardeners are seeking information concerning
planting of tree peonies. It is most important to dig a hole big and wide
enough to give the plants a proper start. For plants up to three years
old, dig a hole a minimum of eighteen inches deep and eighteen inches
wide. This will make it easier for roots to grow and spread out. Take
two handsful of superphosphate or 5-10-5 and mix with the soil. Place
the plant in the hole so that the part showing where graft was joined is
two inches below ground level and three to four inches or more in cold-
er climates. In extremely cold climates four to six inches would be bet-
ter. Then cover the plant to ground level with sufficient soil so that no
hole will be left.

The best time to plant would be September, October or November
when plants are dormant. Tree peonies can be planted late as long as
the ground is workable. Early in the spring is also a good time but it is
inadvisable to plant after April 25th.

Often people complain that plants received in the fall, especially
late in the fall, appear to be dried out and probably dead on arrival.
This is a mistake. Plants are fully dormant in late fall and appear to be
dry. Plant them and you will see that they will grow in the spring.

Quite often older plants will be purchased, eight to ten to fifteen
years old because of their desire to see them in bloom the first growing
season. Prices of specimen plants are quite expensive. My suggestion
is to buy good three-year-old plants. Many of them bloom the first
season. All of them will bloom the following season. Specimen plants
(older plants) are set back one or two years when transplanted so there
is no advantage over the three year plants.

Water your plants often, feed them in early spring, not in the fall
except when first planting them.

Many gardens were visited in 1981 and it was noticed that the
following varieties were the most popular:

White — GODAISHU — RENKAKU — HAKUO JISHI

Pink — HANAKISOI — TAMAFUYO — YACHIYO
TSUBAKI

Red — TAIYO — KOAH — NISSHO

Purple of Lavender — HANADAIGIN — KAMADA
NICHIKI — SHIMADAIGIN

Violet — KAMADA FUJI

Yellow — ALICE HARDING — AGE OF GOLD —
SOUVENIR DE MAXIME CORNU
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The picture of the Japanese tree peony on the cover of the book, ‘The
Peonies,’ John C. Wister, Editor is: NISHIKI-NO-SHITONE. This
picture also appeared on the cover of the Flower Grower, May 1954.
The Editor wrote that this peony was planted in 1948 in the garden of
Earl Morse in Great Neck, Long Island, N.Y. where Sam Gottscho
took the photograph.

For verification, Mr. Louis Smirnow has written that it is a reddish
pink, appears red and both YOWSHIN and KASUGA NO resembles
it closely, and can hardly tell them apart.

PEONIES UNLIMITED
Robert F. Schmidt, Brecksville, Ohio

We planted 240 peonies in a bed thirty by two hundred feet that
took two years of preparation. Five hundred feet of drain tile ten feet
apart was put in the middle of the bed in the fall of 1980. The fall of
1979 was extremely wet but we planted in October and November. 140
plants did not survive; examination of the roots indicated wetness was
the problem.

This fall, planting has just been completed after installing another
500 feet of drain tile at the outer edges of the bed. There are seven
rows, four feet apart, forty two inches between the plants, with forty
to the row. There is room for another forty five plants. Total with the

old bed and seedlings will exceed five hundred plants.

1981 was an excellent blooming year although it was shortened
due to the unusual number of days in May with temperatures over
eighty degrees. Tree peony, GESSEKAI had seventy five blossoms,
sixty five blooms open at one time. HIGH NOON had sixty blossoms
open at one time. All the other tree peonies bloomed exceptionally well.

I started a business “PEONIES UNLIMITED” in the summer of
1980, to sell blossoms to the florist. There is still much to learn and a
great deal of educating the florist, as they know very little of the fine
qualities and staying power of the peony.

The Mens Garden Club of Greater Cleveland toured the old peony
bed on June 6th and 7th. It was somewhat dampened by rain. On
November 9, 1981, I gave a talk on the peony and showed many slides
at the Mens Garden Club.

The American Peony Society Show at Kingwood, Ohio was en-
joyed. We anticipate attending the exhibit at the Royal Botanical

Gardens in Hamilton, Ontario this coming June 1982.
* Xk ¥k &

Mr. Schmidt excels in his hobby of photography. We appreciate
and extend our thanks for the many beautiful pictures he has taken at
the exhibitions and given to the Society that have been in the Bulletin.

—Editor
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TREE PEONIES — 1981 SEASON
IN RICHMOND, VIRGINIA

L. J. Dewey

In order to protect tree peonies from the summer heat and dryness
so typical of the Richmond area and to cut down on weeding, I keep my
plants heavily mulched with tree leaves, pine tags, chopped prunings
from the shrubbery or whatever else is available. The exception is that
peony leaves and stalks are never used. These are collected in the fall
and burned or discarded in the trash as a precaution against the spread
of disease.

As with some other gardening practices, mulches do have their
disadvantages. For example, they provide excellent cover for some in-
sect pests and the troublesome snails. Budworms and/or cutworms are
especially destructive pests in this area. They hide in the mulch during
the day and come out on spring nights as the new growth starts. They
particularly favor the tender buds and may even chew through a new
stem or two. Buds can disappear or at least be ruined in one night. I
have found no effective control for these hungry pests except to go out
at night with a flashlight and pick the worms by hand as they are
feeding.

Another disadvantage was effectively brought to my attention in
February 1981 when a fire, of unknown origin and fed by the copius
mulch, swept over one of the tree peony beds. The fire was spotted and
put out before all the mulch had burned, but not before the aerial
woody stems on nine varieties had been killed to the ground. There
were several anxious weeks of waiting before I knew whether or not
the plants were permanently damaged. Finally, by the first week in
April new shoots were poking through the mulch from all of the
varieties. Furthermore, the growth during the season was very
vigorous and the plants seemed to be rejuvenated. One of the
Saunder’s lutea hybrids (name unknown) even bloomed although none
of the Japanese varieties did.

Now I can look back on this episode, which seemed a disaster at
the time, as a learning experience. The Japanese apparently prune
their tree peonies and the benefits of this practice have been discussed
in this Bulletin (No. 236, December 1980) by Dr. Landis. Although one
could hardly recommend pruning tree peonies to the ground, my ex-
perience with the fire may add fuel to the argument for the judicious
pruning of tree peonies. In any case, I plan to try pruning during the
1982 season.

The bloom on my undamaged tree peonies and on the herbaceous
varieties was about average in 1981. Tree peony bloom began around
the middle of April with Jitsu Getsu Nishiki and Rikpo, continued
about the first of May with Golden Isles and Marchioness and con-
cluded the middle of May with the late blooming lutea hybrid, Alice
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Harding. For the herbaceous varieties, flowering began at the end of
April with Red, Red Rose and concluded about May 20 with Big Ben.
Varieties blooming later than Big Ben are not very satisfactory in this
area because of the hot weather which can arrive here toward the end
of May.

For some reason, seed production from my hand-pollinated crosses
was very poor for the 1981 season. Perhaps there was too much incom-
patibility among the varieties and species I was attempting to cross.
There doubtlessly are other factors such as temperature, timing of the
pollination, and nutritional status of the plants among others, which
influence seed production and are not always easy to contrel properly.

There were several maiden blooms on seedlings during 1981. None
were out of the ordinary and certainly do not merit descriptions here.
They will become entries in the notebook and chalked up as a learning
experience with the hope that 1982 will bring blooms worth noting.

1981 PEONY SEASON IN E. CENTRAL
N.Y. STATE — FRAGRANT PEONIES

Leslie J. Wiley

1981 was not the best year for peonies in east central New York
State. Wide temperature swings during the winter and too little snow
cover for at least two successive winters, may have contributed to a
reduction of bloom on some established plants. Lots of heavy rain in
June at the height of their flowering spoiled others, yet there remained
plenty to take 75 or so to Cape Cod, where they were used in a church
for the christening of our granddaughter. Since that part of the Cape
does not produce quality peonies, these were a novelty and drew raves.

Here, despite a sort of an indifferent year in my peony garden,
there were some great performers, headed as always by my matchless
DOLORODELL. Although this may not attract the attention of the
judges at the big peony shows, I think that it merits an American
Peony Society Gold Medal Award. I would suggest that it be seriously
considered for recognition by the Society’s Directors.

ENSIGN MORIARITY also put on a spectacular show this year.
BURMA RUBY, CORAL CHARM, PAULA FAY and PRAIRIE
MOON were first-year peonies, also first-time bloomers for me. I'm ex-
cited about the first three but I prefer PICO to PRAIRIE MOON, so
far. I guess that I had hoped for more yellow in PRAIRIE MOON than
I found there this year.

Some time ago you asked for the names of peonies that I grow that
I find to be fragrant. They are listed in order in the location in which
they grow in my garden: RED CHARM, EDULIS SUPERBA, LE
CYGNE, HANSINA BRAND, MARTHA BULLOCK, MAN-
DALEEN, MRS. J.V. EDLUND, KELWAYS GLORIOUS, PHILLIP
REVOIRE, DORIS COOPER, FESTIVA MAXIMA, FLORENCE
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NICHOLLS, ANN COUSINS, MONS JULES ELIE (mild) and
BLANCHE KING. Others seem to be pleasantly fragrant
sometimes—still others have an odor allright, but not to my liking.

REGISTRATION

ERMENEGILDA MANTEGNA (Originator unknown, could ‘be
Leighton or Goldsmith)

Single hybrid. Parentage unknown. Bloomed in my garden (Mantegna)
1954.

Palest pink, fading to white, flat with seven petals. Prolific amount of
bloom, mildly fragrant, has pollen and stamens. Sustains heavy rain,
medium height. A very unusual flower. The narrow petals hold a
filigree of gold stamens.

(Introduced and registered by Alfred Mantegna, Snohomish, Wash.)
PEONY SEASON IN KALAMAZOO, MICHIGAN

Many pleasant surprises were found this year in the seedling rows.
New shapes, new colors and new designs (bi-colors) added interest to
the blooming season. I was especially impressed with the suffruticosa
(tree peony) rows of seedlings. They seem to become larger and more
doubled as time goes by. A goodly number of them are as lovely as the
named varieties. In the herbaceous line, more peach and peach pink
seedlings are appearing; also more yellows and semi-doubles with
varying intensities of color and all beautiful.

I would like to suggest that a place be provided on the Court of
Honor for the ‘‘Best Seedling of the Year.”” To my way of thinking,
this would add to the challenge of the hybridizers; also be of extra in-
terest to the viewers.

You will possibly think that I am looking after my own interests
and that is exactly right, so you should be interested in this also.
Peony seed pods are of great importance to the flower arrangers. They
look like dog-wood flowers in shape and have the substance of wood
like the wooden dog-wood flower. Many people have never seen large
peony seed pods; this is because the big double peonies don’t produce
large seed pods. Maybe these too should be placed in the Court of
Honor. I am sure that many many people would be fascinated with
them. O! I tell you, there is more to the peony, than just the great big
doubles in red, pink and white. —Chris Laning

We had an early spring and then every night a hard frost. I
wrapped the tree peonies and some of the early herbaceous, to protect
the buds which were fully developed. Then as the peonies began to
open, we had so much rain. I made space for 16 more herbaceous and
two tree peonies, AGE OF GOLD and HIGH NOON.

I like peonies that are fragrant and the 75 year book says that the
peonies I ordered are fragrant. I am sending six slides showing various
peonies in my garden. —Ruth Belitz—Berlin, West Germany
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IN MEMORIAM

A MEMORIAL SERVICE for Hubert A. Fischer, 85, an amateur
gardener and internationally known hybridizer of daylilies and other
flowers, will be at 11 a.m., Thursday, in the chapel at 21 W. Second St.,
Hinsdale. Mr. Fischer died Monday, Nov. 2, 1981, in Hinsdale
Hospital in the suburb.

Mr. Fischer had a worldwide reputation as a breeder of
hemerocallis (daylilies), irises, and peonies, and through the years won
numerous awards and citations for his work, some in international
competition. In 1967, he was honored as an outstanding amateur
gardener by the American Horticultural Congress.

He had been president and founder of the Chicagoland Daylily
Society, president of the American Daylily Society, and president of
the American Iris Society.

AT THE TIME of his death he was foreign secretary of the
American Hemerocallis Society. He traveled extensively in his hor-
ticultural pursuits and recently returned from China.

Mr. Fischer grew and tested flowers at Meadow Gardens, a 14-acre
flower garden at his Hinsdale home, where thousands of flowers on
display were often viewed in tours by flower groups and others. His
late wife, Marie, who shared his interest in daylilies, bred poppies.

Mr. Fischer had been also a wholesale diamond and precious stone
dealer in Chicago for more than 50 years, and owned a firm bearing his
name at 5 N. Wabash Ave. He is survived by a sister and a brother in
Oklahoma.

—Chicago Tribune

(Thank you, Fifth District, for the memorials, in memory of Hubert
Fischer and Fred Hyde.)

FRED S. HYDE

Fred Sanford Hyde, 34, son of Hertha L. Hyde of River Forest and
the late Dr. D. Sanford Hyde, died suddenly at his summer home in
Oconomowoc, Wis.

He is a graduate of Oak Park-River Forest High School, and
received his bachelor’s degree in finance from the University of Illinois
and his master’s degree from De Paul University, where he became a
certified public accountant.

He went from the Midwest Stock Exchange, where he was comp-
troller, to the G.R.I. Corp., a Chicago-based direct marketing firm
where he became vice president of finance and treasurer.

Mr. Hyde was a member of the Americah Institute of Certified
Public Accountants and the Illinois CPA Society. His hobbies in-
cluded the Model ‘“A”’ Ford Club, because he owned and completely
renovated a 1929 Ford; the American Peony Society, which his father
also enjoyed. The senior Hyde was National Grand Champion on three
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occasions.

He is survived by his wife, Linda; two sons, Robb S. and Todd; a
sister, Jane (Jim) Hasil; and his mother.

Mr. Hyde was living in Park Ridge at the time of his death.

“A LETTER FROM HIS MOTHER”

Our Fred died October 3, 1981 of a massive coronary at his sum-
mer home in Oconomowoc, Wisconsin. He had gone there to plant
peonies. He was recording them in his planting book when a massive
coronary struck. He died immediately. Fred was alone and was ex-
pected to be home by 7:00 p.m. Linda became alarmed when it got to
be 9:00 p.m. and she had not heard from him. She called a neighbor to
see if Fred's car was still there. She reported that Fred’s car was there.
She entered the house and found Fred slumped over his desk with no
pulse. * % ok *

He was a member of the American Peony Society and of the Fifth
District. We of the Fifth District will miss him. He adopted the peony
hobby of his father, Doctor D. Sanford Hyde. At our Fifth District
Meeting just two years ago he told me that just as soon as his plant-
ing would become of age he planned on making his first exhibits in our
Regional and National shows. His passing was a severe loss to the
American Peony Society. We of the older generation had looked to him
as one of the younger generation who would perpetuate the work of the
APS when we of the old generation passed on. —Marvin C. Karrels

LIFE’S CLOCK

The Clock of Life is Wound But Once
And No Man Has The Power

To Tell Just When The Hands Will Stop
At Late or Early hour.

The Present Only is Our Own

Live Love Toil With a Will
Place no Faith in Tomorrow

For the Clock May Then be Still.

HELEN TITUS July 12, 1922 — Dec. 18, 1981
By Edward Lee Michau
Helen Marie Titus of Derby, Kansas died Friday, Dec. 18, 1981.

She was a Mathematics Instructor at Wichita State University,
Wichita, Kansas. The fall semester had just ended and she taught the
final class on Dec. 10th.

Helen was especially interested in peonies, both herbaceous and
trees. She began growing them in the 1960’s. Whenever possible, she
attended the National Exhibitions, always exhibiting her flowers.
When she could not attend, she always sent. blooms with Mr. Michau
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and they were put on the show tables. Her best showing was at
Champaign-Urbana, Illinois, where she won ribbons of all colors and
blooms on the Court of Honor. Her interest was also in hybridizing,
making special planned crosses for future flowers.

It was in 1973 that she joined the American Peony Society. She
wrote a fine article ‘“Ants on the Peonies’’ that was published in the
“75 Years’’ book, spending hours of research on the subject.

She is survived by her husband, Ben, two sons of Wichita, one
brother of Chicago, Ill., two sisters of Wichita and Chicago. She was a
most gracious person, loved and respected by all that knew her.

Funeral services, St. Mary’s Catholic Church. Interment, El Paso
Cemetery, Derby, Kansas, Dec. 21, 1981.

1982 TOUR TO CHINA, JULY 25 to AUGUST 13

For information write:

Professor John Marney,

Department of Modern Languages

Oakland University,

Rochester, Michigan 48063

(313) 623-6083 or (313) 377-2060

HOST, John Marney, Ph.D., became interested in the Orient in

1955 while on tour there as a professional orchestral violinist. He later
earned degrees in Chinese and Japanese languages and literature at
London, Oxford, and Wisconsin universities, and continued post-
graduate study at Kyoto University, Japan, as a Fulbright-Hays and
then as a Ford Fellow. He is the author of six books on classical
Chinese literary history, regularly publishes articles and reviews in
learned journals, and is himself founder and editor of a journal of
medieval Chinese studies. He currently teaches Chinese and Japanese
languages, and survey courses on Chinese and Japanese history, at
Oakland University, Michigan. His Chinese wife is a native Mandarin
speaker.

“He has favored the American Peony Society readers with original
translations from ancient Chinese literature.”

PEONY POWER IN PRINCEVILLE
By Ann Schimelpfenig
PRINCEVILLE—This town plans to put itself on the map.

And this time for something other than a controversial possible.
sludge dump site.

Under the direction of the local Woman'’s Club, the town is pro-
ceeding to become the Peony Capital of the World.

As it turns out, it probably was the peony capital of the world at
one time, but no one really did anything about it.
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Edward Auten, who would have been 100 years old this year was
often referred to as the ‘‘world champion peony plant breeder.”” And
for 50 years he grew and bred peonies on 10 acres of prime farmland on
Route 91 near Princeville.

IN 1965 HE SOLD OUT the business which began as a hobby in
1925. In the ensuing 50 years he introduced more than 300 name
varieties of peonies. Auten died in May of 1974.

So outstanding were the Auten hybrids that one shipment of 15
varieties to the Royal Horticultural Society trial gardens in England
earned seven awards of merit.

Auten didn’t start out with peonies, he liked roses. But gradually
he became disgusted with them because of the thorns and his winter
losses.

A former banker, turned horticulturist, Auten began his art as a
hobby but went commercial to cover the rising costs of breeding the
peonies and found a ready market.

Auten instituted an unofficial Peony festival which attracted hun-
dreds of people each year during May.

It was the lines of cars waiting to get close to the fields that
Frances (Mrs. Raymond) Paddock remembers.

A former employee of Auten when she was in high school, she also
recalls disbudding the peonies so a single blossom on each stem would
be the largest and most sturdy.

It was to Mrs. Paddock—now vice president of the Woman’s
Club—that fell the job of making Princeville officially the Peony
Capital of the World.

““The idea had been proposed often enough over the years,’”’ she
said ‘‘But no one ever really did anything about it.”

This time the Woman's Club decided they would really give it a go.
Through their efforts Village President Damon Griswold has signed a
proclamation to that effect.

‘“We also are hoping to establish peony beds at the entrance and
exit to Princeville and to have markers noting that we are the Peony
Capital.”

Eventually the ladies plan to set a date in the fall when they hope
homeowners and others growing peonies in the capital city, will ex-
change and share their roots.

For now, they are happy having declared today ‘‘Peony Day in
Princeville.”

Permission given for reprint - The Peoria Journal Star, Inc., Peoria,
I

Submitted by George White, Coal Valley, Ill.
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PEONIES IN REGINA, SASKATCHEWAN

Brian Porter, Horticulturist Specialist, Dept. of Agriculture

After a mild winter with minimal snowcover, spring began fairly
early. May was a very unpleasant month, with little rain and high
winds, resulting in frequent dust storms. Frost on May 9 was injurious
to some peonies in Regina, but my yard escaped damage. By June, the
weather improved considerably, and overall the season was excellent.

Paeonia Smouthi was the first to bloom, and continued for three
weeks. It is always a special delight, because of its earliness. In close
succession, Rock’s tree peony gave a few blooms (the first), along with
Early Windflower, and then the other tree peonies, Age of Gold and
High Noon. Age of Gold was the most outstanding of the tree peonies,
giving a succession of bloom from June 4 to June 27. Carina, Paula
Fay, Red Charm, Kelway’s Glorious, White Cap and Sarah Bernhardt
were all excellent performers this year.

The latest variety to open its flowers was Linda Kathleen Jack
(Jack, 1970), a double red lactiflora from British Columbia. It had good
form and rather tall stems for first year performance. The peony
season ended here on July 6.

OPERATION TREE PEONY

We have sandy soil and building it up with humus has been the
name of the game. Since we have a nearby mushroom factory, loads of
sterilized spoil was put on all the beds in the spring. That turned out to
be a disaster as the next days showed a white layer that sprouted all
the mould.

It took two sprayings of Benlate to eradicate this extravagance.
Hence, on the new tree peony planting, it did not touch any roots.
Wood ashes are being piled on top of them; also wood chips from the
wood, we burn. This bed is situated on a hillside backed by red pines
and the planting contains PRINCESS, HESPERUS, AGE OF GOLD,
THUNDERBOLT, and ‘HEIJERS THRIFTY ACRES’ (a local
grocery store), Japanese pink for $1.49 — in addition, Klehms FIRST
LADY, a herbaceous which I hope behaves as a good lady.

—Leila Bradfield—Kalamazoo, Michigan

You are to be complimented on your efficient management of the
finances of our Society. So many organizations have increased
membership dues.

My peonies are all cleaned and tops burned. That is very impor-
tant. The peonies were very nice this year. I had hoped to plant BOWL
OF CREAM this fall, but did not get that done. Next fall will get it
ordered.

I look forward to receiving the Bulletins and read them from cover
to cover. —Agnes Cooper Miller—Friend, Nebraska
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CLAY SOIL VERSUS SANDY SOIL
Priscilla P. Storer, Sherborn, Massachusetts

Almost all of my peonies are grown on Chappaquiddick Island
where the soil is very sandy. I grow about five herbaceous peonies in
Sherborn, Massachusetts, near Boston, where the soil is heavy with
much clay in it.

The foliage of the peonies grown in the sandy soil turns yellow and
begins to look like fall much earlier, in fact a month earlier, than the
peonies grown in the clay soil. This, in spite of the fact that the peonies
growing in Sherborn had been planted less than a year before, October
1980. They were not watered once during a five week drought during
August and September in 1981. The herbaceous growing in the sandy
soil on Chappaquiddick were given several heavy soakings during the
dry spell. They have been in the ground for four or five years so they
have much deeper root systems. They had also been fertilized with
chemical fertilizer so it was not a nutrient deficiency which was caus-
ing the late summer foliage yellowing.

This experience confirms all that I have read about peonies and
sandy soil.

My first peonies were planted on Chappaquiddick in 1973 and now
have one hundred fifty varieties, including tree peonies, also her-
baceous hybrids. Peonies are among my favorite plants in the garden.
They are given so much care, keeping the beds thoroughly weeded,
mulching with wood chips to keep the roots cool and retain moisture
and always watered when there is a dry spell. When planting, the poor
sandy soil is improved by incorporating organic matter.

When there is a dry spell, I thought it was inevitable that peony
foliage began to look disreputable at the end of August, long before
our first frost which is around November 1st.

The five peonies growing in the clay soil in Sherborn, where I live
on the mainland, had a rich dark green foliage and continued until the
first hard killing frost. They had not been watered for a month because
I was away on vacation.

I doubt that I will ever convince my peonies to like sandy soil but I
will keep working to make them as comfortable as possible as they pro-
duce such beautiful flowers for my enjoyment.

NP\ 1/
Mﬁ?\\

Last summer I was fortunate to see tree peonies in bloom in the
yard of Mr. Clarence Lienau. I was fascinated. Since then I have sent
for and received seed from Mr. Chris Laning. To date, I have seven
seedlings about one-half inch high. I am following his typed instruc-
tions. My interest is in the growing of seedlings. I have known Mr.
Lienau for twenty years and through him was made aware of the
wonderful Peony Society, and the tree peony.

—Mr. and Mrs. Jos. Majtyka—New Boston, Michigan
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Last spring was not only the first season of my herbaceous
peonies, which were planted the previous October, but it was my first
experience with peonies. Fully expecting that I would have to wait a
season or two before getting any blooms, I was both surprised and
overwhelmed when every single plant bloomed. This I must attribute
to the wonderfully sturdy, healthy plants supplied by the Klehm
Nursery.

Of particular note, was the breathtaking beauty of RED GRACE,
both in size and form. It was superb and the color was a rich claret red
which opened and opened until it was an immense ball of color. A
florist wanted to purchase it for his sole window display saying ‘“‘I’'ve
never seen anything to compare with it.”

Others of particular beauty were MOON RIVER and what I
believe was RASPBERRY SUNDAE although it was supposed to be
WHOPPER. Many liked the VIVID ROSE which I found to be dif-
ferent in color than I had expected. Also its dish to flat form was not to
my taste. Perhaps in subsequent seasons it will improve in color.

The peony garden is growing in a sunny protected back yard of a
beach cottage one-half block from the high dune facing the Atlantic
Ocean, on Fire Island, New York. They are planted in enriched sandy
soil of the barrier beach as a part of my Dwarf fruit orchard and
garden.

—J.B. Albright—New York, N. Y.

This was one of the best years I have ever had in my home peony
garden. Much of the garden is five years old now.

The late slow starters reached maturity and not only were the
flowers superb but the plants were strong, vigorous and heavy thick-
stemmed. Some of the standouts in the garden were: Madylone, Norma
Volz, Coral Charm (Salmon Coral Hybrid), Annisquam, Doloradel,
Margaret Clark, Liebschen, Suzy Q, Gibralter, and Princess Margaret.
Among the hybrids were: Paula Fay, Cytherca, Salmon Glow, and
Orange Glory. The following Japs were among the stars: Kay Tischler,
Ama No Sode, Comanche, Lotus Queen, Red Splender, and Largo.

Black Pirate (Tree), Guardian of the Monastery (Tree), Chinese
Dragon (Tree), Gauguin, Silver Sails (Trees), Golden Hind, Golden
Isles—the last two are always the largest of the yellow lutea hybrids.

I have a white semi-double hybrid from Chris Laning. This is by
far the best semi-double white hybrid I have ever grown in my garden.
(I have four other single and semi-double hybrid whites). Chris should
get this into commerce as soon as stock permits.

—Marvin C. Karrels—Milwaukee, Wisconsin

This was not a good year for peonies here. We had too many cold
days and heavy rains. Plants started early with small blossoms. The
summer was good, no diseases and good growth.

—Wayland G. Rice—Groton, New York
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So you have done it again! Congratulations and thanks for keeping
up the high standard and readability of the Bulletin. Also it is good to
hear in these difficult times that our Society is solvent and sailing
along beautifully.

We had an excellent peony year. At our Garden Society’s annual
flower show, it was my huge bloom of DULUTH that took the top
honors. I also found that wrapp::1g my one surviving tree peony with a
couple of layers of burlap, brought it through the winter in good shape.
It had fourteen big beautiful blooms. All that is on the plus side; on the
minus side, I lost my gentle, loving, beautiful wife of 57 wonderful
years last July, and life will never be the same.

—George Tollefson—Fargo, North Dakota

Again in 1981, my peonies were beautiful. They did not last so
long because the majority of them were in full bloom, when we had a
heavy rainstorm. I have one tree peony; it gets larger and more
beautiful every year. RED CHARM is my favorite peony and the
garden visitors express the same opinion.

—Mrs. John T. Gunnell—Peru. Indiana

We have two hundred named different varieties of peonies and fif-
ty unnamed — five trees. Our peak bloom is the last of May. This area
is an ideal climate for peonies as we have early warm springs, hot sum-
mers and cold winters.

No disease, so far! It is difficult to select our most beautiful peony
as every day we find another choice.

—The Don Pinyerds—Harrah, Washington

We are not commercial growers but we do have about two acres of

hybrid and lactiflora peonies. Since the fall of 1978, we have sold only
to local people. We have not propagated any plants since that time.

—Fred C. Helmling—Ravenna, Ohio

I am now 87 and my eyes are worse than ever. I can hardly read
the Bulletin but I still want to be a member. I have about 130 peony
plants and every year I have given hundreds of blooms to the library,
the eye clinic, to crippled children and people in wheelchairs. I have
had an enormous amount of pleasure from the beautiful flowers.

—Mary McGlothlin—Pueblo, Colorado

I really enjoyed my Japanese tree peonies in 1981. My pink one,
the name I do not know, was a real beauty. So much so that when I
used it in a design last spring, it generated a desire from other ex-
hibitors and viewers to have some in their garden. My other tree
peonies had blossoms on them, but they are not old enough to judge
color, texture, size and condition of bloom. My fern leaf was beautiful,
as young as it is. However, if it were not for needing bloom for Decora-
tion Day, I would discard the others and go with all Japanese tree

peonies.
—Glenna (Mrs. Herbert) Bowman—Columbua, Ohio
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BLOOMING RESULTS — 1981

Despite the early application of Bordeax spray and a second ap-
plication two weeks later, Botrytis blight took a heavy toll of bloom in
early June. Some spraying was done also between the first and second
applications of Bordeax with Maneb and Zineb fungicides. The early to
midseason blooming varieties were those most severely affected. Dur-
ing this period there was some heavy rainfall. The usually very reliable
Marietta Sissons yielded only about 25% of normal blooming. Jules
Elie, Felix Carousse, Mrs. F.D.R., Fern Lough, Seashell, Ella
Christensen, Fuyajo and Requiem were other varieties severely af-
fected. Carousse and Seashell appeared to be okay until well into the
budding stage and then abruptly entire stalks keeled over to ground
level from the brown rot weakening the stem at the base of the plants.
Later blooming varieties were not as severely affected.

—C. W. Hubbard—Lake Forest, IL

With the closing of another year comes memories of many new ex-
periences. We had a cool wet spring and for the first time in many
years that I have been growing peonies, we had our first appearance of
diseased plants. Thanks to the many well-written articles in the
Bulletin, we were able to retard the spread of it. In the early spring, the
peonies will receive attention. The flowers that we did have were of
very good quality. I believe that CORAL CHARM was as good as any
I have seen this year.

Having more leisure time and less family responsibilities this year,
my husband and I were able to arrange free time and decided to go to
Mansfield and see the peonies. This was certainly another experience.
The storm we had all Friday night, preceded us across Indiana and
Ohio, arriving in Mansfield about thirty minutes ahead of us. You
know the wreckage in the street and park that greeted us. The sun-
shine returned on Sunday and we met many beautiful people, generous
with their time, patience and friendly tips. As a follow-up, we received
new seeds from Chris. We hope to see you in Canada.

—Mrs. Stanley DeReamer—Merrillville, Indiana

We have currently eighteen tree peonies, all but one being named
varieties. Many young plants—also thirty-four herbaceous peonies.

For the last two years, we have planted Parks Nemagolds

(marigolds) between them and feel they were most beautiful this last

spring. Some of the peonies are ten years old and were in excellent con-
dition until frost. —Mrs. John Maley—Whitmore Lake, Michigan

Extensive tests at Georgia, No. Carolina and Netherland univer-
sities prove that certain marigolds varieties suppress root knot
nematodes in the soil. Park’s nemagolds is blended from the most ef-
fective varieties found in this research.

—From Parks Seed Flower and Vegetable Catalog, Greenwood, South
Carolina
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It is nice to read that the peony society is in good financial condi-
tion. You people who run it, have done a marvelous job.

I am fighting a battle with botrytis in my peony planting. When I
think that I have it under control, then another is effected. This year I
am behind in my control because I have not been able to clear out the
dead foliage after it has been frozen. Early in November, I was in an
auto accident on my way to the board meeting of the American Iris
Society, and I am not fully recovered.

My WINDFLOWER planting was one of the prettiest sights in
the garden this year — this together with some of the tree peonies, put
on a grand show.

I used to have a magnificent clump of ALEXANDER
WOOLCOTT but it went down with botrytis, now I have only one
stem left. My other planting which came from Orville Fay’s garden,
had the dread disease this year. I dug the clump this fall, severed the
roots and have them replanted.

I am again awaiting my old plant of EXQUISITE to come in full
bloom so I can use it in a few crosses again. Have several seedlings
that I like, including a rare double that was very pretty this year.
Hopefully it will get better as the clump matures.

—Larry L. Harder—Ponca, Nebraska

The 1981 blooming season was only my second as a grower. I had
seven new peonies: RED CHARM, DINNERPLATE, CHARM,
CHOCOLATE SOLDIER, MRS. F.D. ROOSEVELT, FIRST LADY
and WESTERNER. All bloomed except DINNERPLATE. I've no-
ticed that some people do not let their peonies bloom the first year. 1
just could not bear to wait another year to see the blooms.

My second year blooms, RASPBERRY SUNDAE, JAY CEE,
VIVID ROSE, NORMA VOLZ were very good, but so much rain had
the blooms practically laying on the ground after a few days. We had
only a short time to enjoy the blooms. This year I added CHARLIES
WHITE and PINK LEMONADE, also my first two tree peonies,
HANA-KISOI and HINODE-SEKALI.

I really enjoy the Bulletin. It's been a great part of my peony
education. I am estatic about the King of Flowers; sorry I took so long.
—Leo Kolheim—Chicago, Illinois

I had a very good year with the peonies and Iris. I have about two
hundred peonies and many iris. Most of the peonies came from my
Grandmother and Aunt who passed away many years ago, so I do not
know the names of many. So many of them have been in the same place
for twenty-five years and bloom every year.

—The George Allens—North Canton, Ohio
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We do not know of a public planting of peonies in Portland. We do
invite people to stop and see our planting. Peonies are located in a long
row by the street. We have many people stop, look, and talk to us.
Bloom about May 30th.

—Oscar and Ruth Brandt, 12200 S. W. Lesser Road, Portland, Oregon

Have only recently become addicted to hybrid peonies. I tripled
the size of my peony bed this fall and added many of the new hybrids
and some good older ones. My first year with peonies was very reward-
ing. PAULA FAY had nine blooms the first season. Thus far
PRAIRIE MOON and RED CHARM are my favorites with JANICE
and CYTHEREA close behind. I have one tree peony, SILVER
SAILS, planted this fall.

—David H. Overall—Elizabethtown, Kentucky

Please extend my membership for three years. I enjoy reading the
Bulletin very much.

—David Thompson—Mashpee, Mass.

1981 is the first year, since planting my row of peonies, that I have

been home in June. It was more than worthwhile. All plants have

thrived. My house was full of beautiful blossoms. My friends were also
given some, and the garden was lovely. Thank you for your help.

—Mrs. Edward R. Murrow—South Hadley, Mass.

Here is $20.00 for membership for my relative in Czechoslavakia,
who already has over fifty American Peonies that I have sent to him.

—J. De Jary—New York, N.Y.

There is not much to say about my peonies but the best thing was
reading of the spray in Bulletin #231. It really was the best that I have
ever used as a spray. Very little trouble all season. Almost all of the
peonies in my garden are of the older varieties. Would like some new
ones but getting too old to bother. However, there is one that I would
still like to have, the name is LA FRANCE.. If someone has it, would
you please write me? I wish you continuing success in '82.

—Robert W. Lewis, 3179 Reifsnyder Road, R.D. 1, Gilbertsville, Penn-
sylvania 19525

I am including $1.50 in my membership check for seeds of the tree
peony from Mr. Toichi Domoto.

I have about 25 tree peony plants, with several over fifteen years
old. Most of them bloom very well. I do not recommend spring plant-
ing of the tree peony. —Cy Mirczak—Reno, Nevada

Managed to dig out the big holes for twenty new peony varieties in
September. Clay soil may suit peonies but it’s no joy to dig, so that I
now have thirty-two varieties. Impressed that a discriminating eye for
ll;oﬁlnies takes years to acquire. Enjoyed Mr. DeBlasi’s piece in the last

etin.

—Donald Sauvain—Bloomington, Indiana
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The peony season at the American Peony Society Garden at Cor-
nell opened the week of May 11, with ‘Chalice’, Tenuifolia ‘Plena’, and
Mlokosewitschii, and was completed the week of June 22, with ‘White
Innocence.’ The latter grew beautifully this year, reaching nearly to
the top of the 5%’ fence which encloses the garden.

The herbaceous peonies have filled out with surprising rapidity,
and the garden was a mass of color during late May and early June. Of
the tree peonies, only ‘Tria’, and ‘Savage Splendor’, were of a size to af-
ford a noticeable display; however, both evoked considerable comment
from visitors.

The 1982 peony blooming season should be a more enjoyable and
educational experience for visitors to the garden. The Plantations has
received a grant from the Natural Heritage Trust to purchase new
“metalphoto’’ labels for the Peony Garden. The labels will be pur-
chased from the American Horticultural Society. During bloom, each
peony will be labeled with a 3 in. x 5 in. black and silver label, which
will provide the name, a short description, and the date of introduction
of the peony. Each of the nine beds will have a 4 in. x 6 in. black and
silver label describing the theme of the bed, verbally and pictorially. I
hope these larger, and more legible labels will reduce the difficulties
past visitors have had in finding the labels of those peonies which had
particularly interested them.

—Mary Hirshfeld, Cornell University—Ithaca, N.Y.

We had a good peony season again in 1981 in Missouri. As usual,
the season started with the tree peonies. The luteas, HIGH NOON and
AGE OF GOLD, both were loaded again this year. While the literature
says that they will occasionally put out blooms at other seasons, this
has yet to happen in my garden. I was very surprised to have two
beautiful blooms on a newly set plant of Vesuvian, while older plants
of YAE ZAKURA, BANQUET, and some others didn’t bloom at all
even though they bloomed last year. Since I am a week-end gardener, I
missed seeing the one bloom that GAUGUIN had. It was ready to
open on Sunday when I left, but had shattered by Friday when I
returned.

The hybrids were always beautiful, and this year was no excep-
tion. Four stand out as being favorites of my neighbors and
mine—RED CHARM, CYTHEREA, PRAIRIE MOON and DIANA
PARKS. BALLERINA and LUDOVICA are not far behind.

We had heavy rains in the midst of the regular peony season, so
many blooms were ruined. However, we had many many beautiful
blooms. Some favorites were: BOWL OF CREAM, RASPBERRY
SUNDAE, KANSAS, MY PAL RUDY, HIGHLIGHT, DRESDEN
PINK, DORIS COOPER, PAUL WILD, GOLD STANDARD, BU
TE, DINNER PLATE, PINK JAZZ, and BEST MAN.

—Olin Fraziec—Warrensburg, Missouri
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We have 75-80 varieties of peonies in our garden that is open to the
public at any time. Peak bloom is around the first of June. Bloom was
early this year. Even with freeze damage May 13th, we had a good

bloom.
—Lester Hildenbrandt, Star Route 4, Lexington, Nebraska 68850

I am looking forward to taking better care of my peonies this
spring to reward them for the past eighteen years of beautiful bloom in
spite of gross neglect. I retired with expectations that my many in-
terests and hobbies would get adequate attention as I used to be away
from home about 60 hours a week. Now I do not know how I ever had
time to go to work.

My planting is a small city garden with about twenty of each, her-
baceous and tree peonies, crowded into a small space, with not enough
sun because of my fondness for flowering trees.

I find time to read the Bulletin and really appreciate them. As a
member of the Society, I extend my thanks for your considerable con-
tribution to the Society. The publications indicate a tremendous
amount of work on your part.

—Ed Palmer—Winchester, Mass.

I am very interested in the peony. At one time I was in the cut
flower business but have retired now. Even in my retirement, my
garden is full of peonies, lilies and many other flowers, so that I can en-
joy them 365 days a year.

Now I only have 75 plants, but when I was in the business I grew
431 plants of General de Boisdeffre, the best red that I have found. It
is a bomb and the color of Red Charm. A good blush and an excellent
flower for cutting is Hansina Brand. 1500 dozen of these two varieties
went in cold storage and I was able to keep them for twenty-two days.

—Miss Helen Andersen—Union Gap, Washington

1981 was a wonderful year for peonies. The weather remained cool
and the peonies responded by blooming in abundance for a very long
time. The colors seemed more vivid than usual. This was the second
year for the Estate Peonies from Klehm and the heads were so huge
that I will have to find supports. What kind of support is best for the
peony?

Gulf Stream Nursery at Wachapreague is now up for sale and
everyone is so sad about it. It is on the coast, so it will be sold to
developers. Their tree peonies and roses were spectacular.

—Mrs. E.G.B. Wright, Jr.—Machipongo, Virginia

I am convinced that partial shade for ‘trees’ is essential in this
southern area, as the ones with only moderate direct sunlight do not
get into leaf scald problems as do those with greater doses of sun.
There may be other factors but I see a strong correlation in that area.

—Jack Young, Little Rock, Arkansas
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We live about twenty miles east of Knoxville, Tennessee and have
had marvelous success with our peonies. The hybrids bloom in mid-
April and we continue the season until early June. The tree peonies
have been disappointing; perhaps we have the wrong varieties. Our
hybrids are gorgeous as are the regular garden peonies. We supply
flowers for our local church and the people cannot believe they are real.

—Janet (Mrs. E. Paul) Henson— Kodak, Tennessee

Currently, I have 110 peonies, of both hybrids and lactifloras.
Paula Fay, Cytherea, Red Charm and Helen Matthews are the first to
bloom and they are gorgeous. Then comes the midseason and late
varieties. Often, I hear people say ‘‘Peonies are nice but they last for
such a short time.”’ I enjoy my peonies for three weeks, providing there
is no hailstorm or extreme temperatures.

—Mrs. Marie Betz—Sun Prairie, Wisconsin

Peonies in South Nyack (1981), still in a drought. The first half of
the winter was extremely cold followed by a mild second half with
much rain in the spring. All peonies fared well, the only problem being
excessive rain on the Japanese tree peonies during their bloom.
KAMADA, SHIMADAJIN and FLORA were the finest. The Lutea
hybrids were very impressive. The best were THUNDERBOLT and
SILVER SAILS for vigor and substance — ROMAN GOLD and
MARCHIONESS, also PRINCESS for abundance of bloom.
SAVAGE, SPLENDOR, GAUGIN, RENOUN are young plants but
doing well.

After reading in one of the Bulletins about an Epsom Salt drench,
I tried it on a very poor plant of MRS. WILDER BANCROFT, in
1980. The plant is seven years old and never had over two small
blooms. In the spring of 1981, the plant was vigorous and had seven
full size blooms.

—Wardell Alton—South Nyack, New York

The spring of '81 peony flowering was not the best, weatherwise.
We, in the Puget Sound area, had intermittent rain which did not help
the blooms. The tree peonies were spared the rain. The first to bloom
every year is YUKI DOWROW, and it bloomed April 18th. It is our
oldest tree, about 25 years, 5% feet tall. Some of our best blooming
tree varieties are: HANA KISOI, AKASHI GATA, TAIYO,
NISSHOW, KIMPUKURIN, HARVEST and SOUVENIR DE MAX-
IME CORNU. We have about thirty varieties of tree peonies and
about thirty-four herbaceous. We have had the herbaceous for thirty-
two years. Our oldest is ELMA and it has never missed a year in
blooming. Our climate here is unlike any other area of the country.

We are looking with anticipation toward next spring. Peonies are
without a doubt the most beautiful of all flowers.

—Perry and Daphne Fowler—Bremerton, Washington
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GARDENS TO VISIT

Don Hollingsworth, Kansas City

Don Hollingsworth Peonies at Bell Road Barn Playhouse, 6008
Bell Road, Parkville, Missouri. This is a breeding collection, including
both tree and herbaceous peonies representing most of the recognized
sub-groups of garden peonies. Not a display, but a working garden con-
taining both named and unnamed plants of all sizes, 300-400 plants ex-
pected to flower in 1982. Flowering commences sometime between
April 15th and 25th, peaks May 1st to 20th, and ends about June 1.

The premises is owned by Mr. and Mrs. Jenkin David and they
operate it as a center for organized community activities April through
December. The peony planting is open to the public. Guided visits may
be arranged. Call Don Hollingsworth (816) 741-4739.

The location is in the northwest part of the Kansas City
metropolitan area served by Missouri 9 and Missouri 45 Highways,
which are accessible from Interstate 635 and Interstate 29, respective-
ly. Out of town visitors should use a recent edition map due to
highway changes.

LINDA HALL LIBRARY PEONIES, Linda Hall Library of
Science and Technology, 5109 Cherry Street, Kansas City, Missouri
64110. Approximately 100 specimen plants flowering in 1982, made up
principally of the Japanese tree peony and Chinese herbaceous peony
types, but the hybrid groups are also represented by rare and choice
selections. Season runs from late April to late May. Variety names are
on record, but labeling has been given up due to petty pilfering. The
richly landscaped, fourteen acre grounds, is open to the public daily at
all hours. The plantsman, Mr. Frederick Leimkuhler, is on duty
weekdays until 4:30 pm. In the library’s rare book collection is in-
cluded The Genus Paeonia, by F.C. Stern and numerous herbals and
botanical works which contain early descriptions and illustrations of
peony species. Library services are open weekdays and Saturdays.

The grounds are planted with a great variety of native and im-
ported species. Research activities include the inter-species hybridiza-
tion of oaks and propagation of woody species.

Located in the central part of the metropolitan area, near US 56
Highway, out of town visitors will find a recent edition map to be of in-
valuable assistance in reaching the area.

WHITE MEMORIAL GARDENS, Woodbine, Iowa. (This is
based partly upon information furnished by Ms. Louretta Waite of
The Woodbine Twiner newspaper in 1974.) Called his ‘“Acre’’ by the
late Mr. Herbert White, who was a member of the American Peony
Society, peonies predominated in the planting (he wrote of 3300
peonies) but there were references to other exotic plants among his
contributions to the Midwest peony robin letters. Upon his death, the
property was bequeathed to the city of Woodbine with provisions for
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its care and maintenance. The caretakers in 1974 were Mr. and Mrs.
Magnus Christensen, 53 Seventh Street, Woodbine, Iowa 51579.

BELFIELD

From Virginia

Home of Mr. and Mrs. John Delany, Liberty Hall Road, Lex-
ington, Virginia — near the Warhington and Lee University Campus.

These famous and extensive gardens of two and one-half acres
were landscaped in 1929 with plants and shrubs making it one of
magnificent beauty. Plantings continue with the latest varieties as
well as maintaining the old and handsome shrubs and plants.

From the mansion, one goes through the rich circle of English box-
wood, a few steps lead to the azaleas and pool flanked by rhododendron
and Franklinia. On the lower level is the main garden with beds of
peonies, lilies and hemerocallis. Stone steps lead down to a pine needle
path that passes the azaleas on one side and lilacs on the other with an
early showing of several thousand of jonquils on the slope below.

Here the peonies are featured tree peonies, hybrid and herbaceous.
There are 46 tree peonies, 39 identified and 7 unidentified, including re-
cent acquisitions as Green Glory of China, Harvest, Hesperous and
Dorothy Smirnow.

A planting of 1972 herbaceous of which 97 are identified and 75
unidentified including recent acquisitions such as Big Ben, Coral
Charm, Douglas Brand, Madylone and Roy Phersons Best Yellow. The
blooming date for peonies are from April 28th to June 15th.

All Society members are welcome to tour the gardens during the
blooming season. A personal invitation from Mr. and Mrs. John

Delany.
PUBLIC PEONY PLANTINGS

Arnold Arboretum — The Arborway, Jamaica Plains, Mass. 02130 —
A fine large collection of labeled tree peonies. I would guess there are
about 75 tree peonies in the collection. The arboretum is open to the
public; the tree peony collection is tucked away in a quiet corner near
the Dana Greenhouses.
Case Estates — (a division of the Arnold Arboretum), Weston, Mass.
02193 — Herbaceous peonies.
Weston Nurseries — Route 135, Hopkinton, Mass. 01748 — Rows of
field-grown herbaceous peonies.
Heritage Plantation —Sandwich, Mass. — A large combination garden
and museum. A large daylily collection and may have some peonies on
display. I am not sure about this!

—Sandy Storer, Sherborn, Mass.
The Greenwich Garden Center — Bible Street, Cos Cob, Connecticut
— Has a fine planting of Saunders Peonies, both tree and herbaceous.
Open 9:30-5:00 p.m.  —Mrs. William B. Weaver, Greenwich, Conn.
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Bradford Brinton Memorial (The Quarter Circle A Ranch), Big
Horn, Wyoming — a privately funded memorial, the home and
grounds of Bradford Brinton — located outside of Sheridan and Big
Horn.

Herbaceous peonies on the ground may date from the 1890’s when
the ranch was established but most likely the result of Mr. Brinton ac-
quiring the ranch in 1923. There are several large beds of large her-
baceous plants, red, pink and white.

—KTristy Anderson—Denver, Colorado
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum — 3675 Arboretum Drive,
Chanhasen — Herbaceous peonies. Hours 8:00 a.m. to sunset daily.
—Kent Crossley, M.D., St. Paul, Mn.
Public Peony Planting — University of Michigan, Ann Arbor,
Michigan.
—Mrs. John Maley, Whitmore Lake, Michigan
Congregational Church of Birmingham, Michigan — 1000 Cranbrook
Road, Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48013.

100 varieties of herbaceous. 50 varieties of tree peonies. Some seed-
lings of both. Garden completed in 1974. Open to the public at all
times.

—Harris Olson, Birmingham, Michigan
The George Landis Arboretum — Experance, New York 12066 — Her-

baceous and tree peonies.
—L. J. Wiley

100 varieties, herbaceous, some hybrids. Visitors welcome, by appoint-
ment only.

—L. J. Wiley, R.D. 1, Box 352, Cobleskill, N.Y. 12043
Royal Botanical Gardens — Hamilton, Ontario — Tree peonies, her-
baceous, hybrids.
U.S. National Arboretum — Washington, D.C. — Tree peonies and
herbaceous. Peak bloom about May 20th.
Kingwood Center — Mansfield, Ohio — Tree peonies and herbaceous.
Peak bloom June 5-20.
Alfred L. Boerner Botanical Gardens — Whitnall Park, Hales Corner,
just south of Milwaukee — Trees and herbaceous peonies. Peak bloom
June 10-15th.
Charles Klehm and Son Nursery — Pretty Petalsproduction farm
located on County Highway 900 E (Mt. Vernon Church Road) about
two miles Northwest of Champaign, Ill. Peak bloom about May 25 to
June 10th.
Gilbert H. Wild & Son — Sarcoxie, Missouri. Peak bloom about May
20-22nd of May.
Caprice Farm Nursery — 15425 S.W. Pleasant Hill Road, Sherwood,
Oregon 97140. (503) 625-7241 - 41 -
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David Reath Nursery — Vulcan, Michigan 49892 — Tree peonies-
herbaceous — Saunders hybrids.

Longwood Gardens — Kennett Square, Pa — Tree and herbaceous.
Winterthur — Wilmington, Delaware — Tree peonies and herbaceous.
Swarthmore College — Swarthmore, Pennsylvania — Herbaceous and
trees.

White Flower Farm — Litchfield, Connecticut — Large collection of
Saunders, Gratwick and Japanese trees.

A & D Nursery — 6808-180 S.E., Snohomish, Wahington 98290. (206)
668-9690.

Columbus and Franklin County Metro Park System — 999 Park Road,
Columbus, Ohio — Collection of more than 500 plants — Herbaceous
and trees.

Home of Andrew Jackson — Nashville, Tenn. — Garden laid out in
1836 — Large planting of peonies. Bloom end of May.

Iowa State University of Science & Technology — Ames, Iowa

Stan Hywet Gardens — Akron, Ohio.

Cornell University — See page 36.

Denver Botanic Gardens — Denver, Colorado.

(This listing is far from complete. Do send the name and location of the
public planting of peonies for visitation from your area. —Editor.)

PEONY PLANTINGS IN SASKATCHEWAN

EXPERIMENTAL FARM, AGRICULTURE, CANADA
INDIAN HEAD, SASKATCHEWAN

— located on the eastern edge of the town; open daily.

— a small collection of 28 lactiflora and 7 hybrid cultivars, totaling
about 130 plants. The tree peony ‘Banquet’ was planted for trial in the
fall of 1980.

— peak bloom usually in late June.

PEONY PLANTINGS IN ALBERTA

DEVONIAN BOTANIC GARDEN, UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA

— located 9 km west and 14 km south of Edmonton, or 5 km north
of Devon, on highway 60.

— open Monday to Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., noon to 6 p.m. on
weekends and holidays.

— a large planting of herbaceous peonies. About one-third are
named, the others are older varieties which have lost their identity. A
few species are included.

— peak bloom in late June or early July.
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MARVIN C. KARRELS RECOMMENDED LIST

WHITE -

Ann Cousins
Berle Crocket
(Bomb)
Dr. J. H. Neeley
Elsa Sass
Evening Star
Festiva Maxima
Frankie Curtis
(Bomb)
Gardenia
Kelways Glorious
Le Cygne
Mrs. Frank Beach

OF PEONIES

DOUBLE TYPE
Dinner Plate
Dorothy J.
Doris Cooper
Ella Lewis
Hansina Brand
Hans P. Sass
Jayhawker
(Bomb)
Madylone
Marilla Beauty
Myrtle Gentry
Minuet
Nick Shaylor
Nancy Nicholls
Reine Hortense

Gibraltar
Loren Franklin

Mme Emile Debatene

Martha Bullock
Princess Margaret
Rose Glory
Tondeleyo

LIGHT RED -

David Harum
Douglas Brand
Felix Crousse
Felix Supreme
Joan Cooperman
Kansas

. Mabel Gore
Mary E. Nicholls .
Mothers Choice MEDIUM PINK - Paul M. Wild
Mrs. J. V. Edlund Doloradel MEDIUM RED -
Romona Lins Hermoine Lora Dexheimer
Snow Mountain Lottie Dawson Rea Mary Brand
(Bomb) Mrs. Franklin D. Shawnee Chief
Victory Roosevelt
Thura Hires Mons. Jules Elie EARK RED -
. (Bomb) onanza
BLUSI: Mandaleen Carolyn Mae Nelson
A?ge 1 (l:)) eeks Margaret Clarke Highlight
om Mrs. Livingston Judy Becker
Annisquam Farrand Karl Rosenfield
Alice Harding . Matilda Lewis
" icholl Pillow Talk
Florence Nicholls Souv. De Louis Bigot Noel )
Francis Mains Sarah Bernhardt Phillipe Revoire
Geo. W. Peyton Therese Richard Carvel
La Lorraine Walter Faxon (Bomb)
Moomstene  Woot Hi Tempes
Norma Volz DARK PINK -
. Blanche King
LIGHT. PINK Dr. L. W. Pollock
Ave Maria
SEMI-DOUBLE TYPE
WHITE - RED - PINK -
Miss America Albuquerque Flamingo
Minnie Shaylor Red Goddess Liebschen

Rare China Sylvia Saunders
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