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FROM YOUR
PRESIDENT

Dear Friends:

The fall season is upon us once again with winter close at hand.
Peonies which we had so tenderly pampered, cultivated, disbudded
and even talked to occasionally have turned color with the seasons.
Some have turned a deep maroon. Others glisten like polished
bronze. It’s a pity that these beautiful plants which reigned so
majestically must be cut down and cleared from our garden beds.
But, before long as the winter’s snows thaw and we near the thresh-
hold of spring, we will await with eager expectations to spot the
first ruby tipped signs of peonies emerging from their rest.

This is also that time of the year that we are smitten by a cer-
tain collector’s instinct compelling us to add several new varieties
to our gardens. Many excellent hard-to-come-by name brands are
available for purchase at our annual root auctions, both national and
regional. Others can be purchased from reliable nurseries specializ-
ing in quality, registered varieties. Peonies can be planted in the
north generally from Labor Day until the ground freezes. Always
remember to plant the roots with their “eyes” never more than two
inches below average ground level. Mounding the soil over the roots
also provides winter protection and extra soil to help fill in around
the roots as the ground thaws in spring.

As I write this message I am minded by the fact that The
American Peony Society Bulletin is everybody’s bulletin. Not only
is it to read and enjoy, but it is also a means for you to share your
peony growing experiences with others. Perhaps you have devel-
oped a technique for trimming roots, planting, fertilizing, or have
observed growing characteristics peculiar to your area. Send your
observations and articles to our esteemed editor, Greta, who has
done such a magnificent job editing our very impressive bulletins.

We had a very exciting year in the Society highlighted by the
publication of our textbook on varieties, the “History of Peonies
and Their Originations” which is receiving such marvelous com-
ments. We look forward to a new year which shows even greater
promise of more activity for peony gardeners.

May I take this opportunity to extend best wishes to all of you
for a very Merry Christmas and a bountiful New Year.

Joe Glocka
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SEEDS, SEEDLINGS AND THEN PEONIES
by William H. Krekler

Harvest seeds of Chinese hybrids and Tree peonies just before
the pods open, because later the pods will have scattered the seeds
on the ground. To salvage, means endless hours retrieving them.

The seeds from the Chinese type peony will be a light chocolate
brown, when ripe for shelling. The seeds of the hybrids, species
and tree peonies will mostly be a dark blue. They are earlier, small-
er and oblong, except trees are larger and more red.

When Chinese seeds are not quite mature, they will be yellow,
the others a slight red color and generally will only have fair ger-
mination. Should the Chinese type seed get very black, their coat
will be too hard to have good germination the following spring.

Plant peony seeds as soon after harvesting as possible, while
the coats of the seeds are softer.

Take time to shell the seed pods. In planting the entire pod,
germination will not be good and the seeds in the pods that do
germinate, the plants will be too close together.

In preparing a seed bed, the soil should be deep and fertile and

humus rich. Till the bed until the soil is fine and soft, rake the
bed to make a level surface.
: Eighteen inch paths between the beds are advised with the
seed bed only a few feet in width, so the weeds can be easily reached
from the path. It is very important that the bed be in a well-drained
location and in full sun.

In planting peony seeds, I have always broadcast them, spacing
a half inch to an inch apart, daylilies and iris also, thus never wast-
ing ground in my seed beds or giving space for more weeds. The
seeds are not covered with any soil, nor are they pressed into the
soil. Immediately cover with an inch or two of old sawdust. Very
fresh sawdust will heat. Sawdust prevents most seeds from heav-
ing out by frost and most weed seeds from growing, as well as fast
drying of soil.

Hybrid peonies and species generally take years in beds to
grow large enough to be transplanted into long nursery rows. Chi-
nese peonies take half as long, two years in the bed and then may
flower some the third year, in field rows. There are always seeds
that do not germinate the first spring; some small plants will con-
tinue to appear for a few years.

When hybrids grow to their full size and are divided, they grow
about as fast as lactifloras and have less disease, except botrytis.
If set out in rows before a half foot in height, they may seem to
disappear, perhaps the cultivator covers them or they are hoed out
with the weeds.

Hybrids bloom earlier, most tops die off earlier, even before
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frost and before most lactifloras. It is advisable to not gamble by
using weed killer on young seedlings, they are tender and may not
endure it.

You cannot expect first quality peonies from second rate par-
ents, but who ever saw a peony that was not lovely, so daub that
pollen.

TREE PEONY EXPERT SHARES SOME OF HIS
TRADE SECRETS

The New York Times, Sunday, August 15, 1976

@ 1976 by The New York Times Company.
Reprinted by permission.

Louis Smirnow has been having a love affair with tree peonies
most of his adult life. He grows them, grafts them and sells them
to customers all over the world.

Last year, the American Peony Society bestowed upon him a
unique honor. He was given the “Mr. Tree Peony Medal” for his
devotion to the betterment and promotion of his favorite flower.

“They are such beautiful plants,” Louis Smirnow said recently
at his Brookville, L.I. home. To the unknowing eye his property
appears as a gracious three-acre suburban spread with a cozy white
ranch style home in the middle of a shaded garden.

The tree peonies are there, of course, in mufti now, just foliage.
They will not be flowering until next May when the Smirnow prop-
erty will be a royal courtyard of flowers—literally hundreds of
them.

Herbaceous peonies, the ones that bloom in late May, usually
around Memorial Day, are the best known. The plants last for
many, many years in the garden. The foliage dies down every fall
when the weather turns cold.

Tree peonies are something else. They bloom earlier—about
two to three weeks ahead of herbaceous—and have earned the name
“tree” because the plants are almost shrublike with woody stems
that do not die down to the ground in fall.

The flowers are breathtaking—12- to 14-inch blooms of crepe-
paper-like texture—open in a panorama of colors. There are varie-
ties in just about every shade of the rainbow, except possibly true
blue.

The tree peony’s ancestry can be traced back to the Ming Dy-
nasty in China and to this day the flowers are revered and deplcted
in art form and are the focus of many festivities.

The reason for the off-season visit to the famous Smirnow
peony garden was to learn one of the trade secrets, how tree peonies
are grafted. This is a special technique followed by growers to
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propagate their stock. And Louis Smirnow is one who has the pa-
tience and knowledge to make it work.

To explain the procedure, Mr. Smirnow set up an old card table
in the cool shade of his garden where the lawn is a lovely green
carpet.

The lesson began. “There are two parts to the puzzle,” Louis
Smirnow explained. “The root (understock) upon which the tree
peony (scion) is grafted comes from the herbaceous peony. Experi-
ence has shown that the doubles provide the best thick roots. I like
to use plants at least four years old. The root pieces should be four
inches long and a half-inch thick.”

The pieces were trimmed from several root clumps that had
been dug up earlier in the day. Shorn of leaves, they were just
heaped in a small bunch looking so much like a bunch of garden dis-
cards.

The next step was to obtain the scion. The variety to be propa-
gated that day was Arcadia, a Lutea hybrid with pale yellow single
flowers. Mr. Smirnow chose a vigorous growing upright branch
and checked it to see that it had two nodes. These are tiny nobs
that were beginning to form at the axil, where the leaf blade joins
the stem.

When he was satisfied that he had selected a good scion, he
used a single-edge razor blade to make a clean slanting cut. And
with the same blade, he knicked off the leaves. What appeared to
be just a stick was actually a future tree peony.

The marrying of the graft and scion is the trickiest part ac-
cording to Mr. Smirnow. The graft must be a tight fit. He shaped
a V notch at the top of the understock to match the size of the
wedge-shaped end of the scion. When he inserted the scion into
the notch in the rootstock, he was pleased to see he had a perfect
fit.

With a plastic tape, the graft was wrapped tightly, like a ban-
dage so that all exposed areas were protected. Then it was secured
with a tiewrap, and the label attached.

Tree peonies are grafted in August, Mr. Smirnow said, because
the buds for the following season are just starting to form. The
Lutea hybrids, with mainly yellow flowers, are grafted the first
part of the month while the larger flowered Japanese hybrids are
grafted later.

When completed, the grafts are stored in the coldframe, and
there they will remain until April. Rooting media is a six-inch
layer of sand. “On top I use a three-inch layer of Cornell potting
soil formula, sold now commercially as Jiffy-Mix. It contains per-
lite, vermiculite and peat mos with nutrients,” he said.

The grafts are set deeply into this rooting media and complete-
ly covered by it, and watered. Later in the fall, a three-inch layer
—_7 —
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of wood chip mulch goes on top and just before real cold weather, a
plastic tarpaulin plus another two inches of bark mulch is used to
keep the grafts protected through the winter months.

“The normal ‘take’ for grafts is anywhere from 30 to 50 per-
cent. That'’s pretty good. Last year I had a 70 percent take and I
was beginning to think I was a genius,” Mr. Smirnow added.

Next April when the weather begins to settle, Mr. Smirnow
will uncover the coldframe gradually. This is the thrilling part for
him when he sees what actually has happened to the hundreds of
grafts he made the year before.

“Some of them can be transplanted into nursery beds. Or some
can remain in the coldframe. A few young plants may flower in
1978 but most of them will not blossom until 1979 when they are
three years old. That’s the age I sell my plants.” Japanese hybrids
are about $9 a plant while the Luteas are anywhere from $12.50 to
$15. Mr. Smirnow publishes a full color catalog of his tree peonies
for $1 refunded with orders, available from 85 Linden Lane, Glen
Head P.O., Brookville, N.Y. 11545,

Louis Smirnow was won over by tree peonies 40 years ago
when he and his wife, Anna, bought their first house in the Sheeps-
head Bay section of Brooklyn for $6,100. He wanted to do what
he saw his neighbors doing in their yard, gardening, so he paged
through a nursery catalog and selected tree peonies. He ordered
three plants.

“That was the beginning,” Mr. Smirnow said, “in my tiny 10
by 20 garden. Later I joined the American Peony Society, read and
learned all I could. The society encouraged me to go public, into
commercial business, because there were so few enthusiasts for tree
peonies in those days.”

Going public for Mr. Smirnow merely meant spending more of
his free time in the garden for his business career was already es-
tablished as a credit manager in the men’s wear field.

When he reached retirement age, Louis Smirnow was not
ready to quit and tree peonies were not filling that much of his
schedule. He went back to school to brush up on his knowledge of
finance and gained a license as a stock broker. He is now with the
Locust Valley office of Sterling, Grace and Co.

The shipping season will start soon for this modest one-man
nursery business. “I have a good time filling out the orders in the
basement. There may be 300 to 400 to fill, involving several thou-
sand plants. But it’s not too much work for a man my age,” Mr.
Smirnow said. “I’m just 80.” —Joan Lee Faust
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GRAFTING HERBACEOUS PEONIES
By Ben Gilbertson, Kindred, N.D.

When we hear the term “grafting” used in connection with
peonies we right away think of Tree Peonies, as this is the usual
method of propagating or making increase with this species. How-
ever there are times when we can use this method with the herba-
ceous types to good advantage, such as when the Peony Hybridizer
discovers that “one in a thousand” seedlings that outshines any
other peony in its class—and there is only that one plant in all the
world.

I first used this method many years ago when adding a new
variety to our comercial planting. The divisions were purchased
from another grower, and I did not have quite enough to complete
the row, so I slipped off buds that I felt were not needed and grafted
them on to the roots of a worthless variety that had been growing
nearby. As I remember it, I had made 12 of these grafts and planted
them at once in the nursery row at about mid-September. The fol-
lowing spring all but one of these grafts came on and eventually
made fine plants, true to the bud variety. The next fall more of
these grafts were made and set out in the nursery row, but much
later, perhaps in late October, and the results were almost a total
failure. This suggested that the grafts needed some warm weather
before freezing in for winter. The next time I needed to make in-
crease in this way was when I first acquired Prairie Moon. The
second year that I had this hybrid variety—2 small plants—I felt
that I could “steal” a total of three buds without harming the orig-
inal plants. These I slipped off late in the fall without digging the
plants, and grafted them on common lactiflora roots and potted
them, keeping the pots at room temperature for three months and
then moving them to a cool basement, about 40-45 degrees for the
remainder of the winter. Next spring the buds were all well devel-
oped and looked ready to grow so they were planted out like any
other peony root as soon as the frost was out. After waiting until
late May for these grafts to come up, and they never did, I dug
down to the buds and found them all dead and rotted. This suggest-
ed that these grafts need freezing in to break dormancy. That same
fall T had grafted and potted two buds of Mlokosewitschi in the
same manner. These also failed to sprout, but by fall they had both
developed a new bud on the bud stock and the second spring they
came on in fine shape.

I have also used this method for increase on tenuifolia, which
grafts well on lactiflora roots when it is planted with the bud one
inch below ground level, and grown there one year, then dug and
replanted with the bud about 4 inches below ground. It will then
make its own roots above the graft. Grafts made before September
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15th are now planted out directly into the nursery rows while those
made later are potted and kept at room temperature for three
months and then allowed to freeze in and stay frozen until spring
and then set out as above. Do not allow repeated freezing and
thawing. Some hybrids are difficult to graft successfully on com-
mon lactiflora roots but will take well on their own kind.

Some of the hybrid roots will develop buds almost anywhere on
the root, and so are unfit for use as rootstock for another variety.
Also some of the species are very likely to develop buds on pieces of
root left in the ground when the plant is dug.

In making the graft, the bud is taken from the “mother” root
so it will have some cambium or “bark’ on one side, and cut with a
very sharp knife to a wedge or chisel point an inch or so in length,
which is then slipped into a cut of the same length made in the
crown end of the rootstock, care being taken to match the cambiumx
of the two parts, as in any other graft. It is then wrapped with
rubber budding strips to hold the union together. The rubber strips
should be removed the following fall. Rootstock used for grafting
can be single finger roots 14 to 3/5 inch in diameter and 6 inches
long, and should be cut far enough from the crown to be sure that
no buds will develop on it. In a milder climate, potting may not be
necessary but here in North Dakota the fall season is very short
and too cool for any tissue mending to take place in the graft.

—Reprint. June 1969, Bulletin 193

PLANTING PEONIES
by Harold Thomforde, Crookston, Minnesota

A large area of the midwest, in fact I think we could go as far
as to say that a high percentage of the peony growing belt in the
United States has suffered a severe drought this summer. In the
area in which I live, we have had the worst drought “ever recorded
and it still continues.

Where this is the case, it is going to take extra care in digging,
dividing and replanting peonies. It is our suggestion that you soak
this heavy, dry soil with at least 25 gallons of water, around each
plant that you plan to dig and divide, then delay digging for about
a week. This will temper the soil and the work will be easier. Oth-
erwise it is going to be very hard to not break the limp roots we
have in this extremely dry soil. By watering and waiting, the roots
will freshen and again become turgescence and it will be easier
dividing the plant.

If you purchase new roots, open the box immediately upon ar-
rival, remove all packing material and put the roots in water
over night. They will freshen up nicely in that time. It is advis-
able to have the planting holes ready before the roots arrive. Then
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the new roots are planted as quickly as possible. From experience,
if the roots are properly planted, they will respond with better and
faster growth and with better results.

The holes are dug about two feet in diameter and at least that
deep. The soil has been prepared in advance that is to be put back
in the hole. This is a mixture of 50 percent black loam and 50 per-
cent of well-rotted manure. Fifteen inches of this soil-manure mix-
ture is put in the hole. On top of that, several inches of soil with-
out any fertilizer. Tramp this soil down very thoroughly.

Then fill the hole with water, letting it soak in, using 5-10 gal-
lons depending on just how dry the soil is. When soil is dry enough,
tramp it down again. This is important, due to the fact there will
be some lowering and settling of the soil when the manure com-
pletely rots. When this happens the roots also settle and they may
be lowered just enough so that the root is too deep to give results in
blooming.

The depth of planting the root is so very important. Poor re-
sults and the death of the root will result if planted too deep. We
plant ours from 114 -2 inches deep. Some people put a lath or
stick over the hole when planting so that they can readily see that
they are planting at the proper depth.

After placing the root, the hole is then filled with unfertilized
soil. Then another good soaking. It seems as though we use a lot
of water, but I know that the plants respond very well.

We have a number of large oak trees in our yard and the
leaves are used to mulch our plants for winter, using a mulch of
about 15 inches deep to protect the plants the first year. Seldom
do we ever lose any plants.

Our advice in planting is: take your time, do a good job. Re-
member you are dealing with living tissue and it responds to that
bit of extra care and attention.

THE HARDINESS OF THE PEONY

Rev. C. S. Harrison of York Nebraska died Febr. 23, 1919, at
the age of 87. In 1904 he had published a manual on peonies which
did much toward awakening the presemt widespread interest in the
flower. In 1912, The Rev. Mr. Harrison was made an Honorary
Member of the American Peony Society.

Biographical Sketch — Boyds Manual
He was of the first group of Charter Members joining the Soci-
ety in 1902. The following is Chapter XIII of his book.

We know of nothing in this world which has the vigor and
hardiness of this plant. The root is like the grip-sack of the trav-
eler which contains the supplies for his journey. It will come to us
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from Europe and bring in compact form foliage, flower and life. We
know of nothing that will stand more hard treatment, exposure and
neglect. It may be left on the ground, exposed to the sun, for days,
and be badly withered, and yet it will revive and grow. Often we
find, where we have cut up plants in the fall, that tiny buds, so
small as to escape notice, after freezing and thawing all winter, will
throw out shoots and tiny rootlets, and we have often saved them.
One spring two roots of La Tulipe were left in the barn two months,
till, to all appearance they were dead. They were planted the first
of June, and they immediately revived and grew.

One winter we had several boxes stored in a root cellar. They
were poorly packed. Someone left the door open and they were all
frozen solid. The door was closed, and they remained frozen till
spring, when they were planted, without the loss of one. It is no
uncommon thing to keep a lot in boxes seven months at a time with
but slight packing. I once had a remarkable experience with a lot
from Kelway, England. They came over in reasonable time, but
were delayed in a warm office at Lincoln, Neb., a month before I was
notified. The box was dried out and full of cracks, and the moss
was dry as powder. The roots were black, and snapped like sticks.
The buds were shriveled. I had the expressman look them over, and
all pronounced them dead. There were thirty roots, some of which
cost $2.50 each. Of course the express company had to pay damages.
Taking them home about the first of November, I cut off the dead
roots and planted the buds in moist earth in a box in the cellar. At
the end of a month the buds began to swell. December first they
were planted out, and were frozen all winter. They all grew but
one, and one of them bloomed. Of course it took an extra year to
form new roots. They seemed much like the Mexican resurrection
plant.

They are like the Rocky Mountain burro that bears any
amount of misuse or neglect, and yet patiently plods along. Often
for years they must bear neglect in grass, or the hard earth tram-
pled solid about them. And yet they hang on, doing the best they
can. Yet while they patiently endure so much, there is nothing
that responds with more grateful alacrity to generous treatment.
A neighbor had an Alba Sulphuria, which had bloomed in utter
neglect for 25 years. I bought the clump, he retaining a couple of
roots. He planted his in the grass and hard earth, digging but a
little space for them. In four years they have not bloomed or
grown. They could not. They could only live. I planted my part
in the richest ground, and how they increased and blossomed. In
about four years I had nearly one hundred plants. We have cut
up clumps that stood in sod nearly 25 years, the roots of which were
so badly decayed they could not bloom. By planting the buds with
only a little root attached, we soon had fine, healthy plants.
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PEONY DORMANCY
Fred C. Helmling, Ravenna, Ohio

When a peony plant ripens its seeds, it has completed its
growth for the season and has matured. Usually dormancy takes
place about this time.

Here in northeast Ohio most peony seeds are ripe enough to
plant by September first. The roots of perennial plants continue to
grow in the fall and early spring even though no top growth is vis-
ible above ground.

The hybrids come out of the ground two or three weeks earlier
than the lactifloras and most of them bloom that much earlier, so
the foliage ripens earlier in the season. By mid July they usually
show signs of dormancy, and by mid-August many of them have
dried foliage.

Some people complain about this early browning of the foliage
on some of the hybrids, but the blooms are so much better, they are
well worth growing. If it is only the foliage that is desired, shrubs
will meet that need.

Many varieties of hybrids have been dug by Sept. 10 of this
year and also last year, and I have found that the roots on the early
ripening hybrids are in as good condition as hybrids and Lacti’s
that have kept their foliage green for a longer time.

We start to dig and plant peonies the day after Labor Day,
weather permitting. We do try to get our customers’ plants out as
early in Sept. as possible so the roots can be planted to start their
new feeder roots in the fall. We do not dig or sell peony roots in
the spring. If the foliage is still green on Labor Day it should be
left on plants that are not going to be dug.

Before I retired, five years ago, I had about 400 clumps of
peonies that had annual summer grasses and weeds in them. I
mowed this patch with a sickle bar mower on Sept. first and burned
everything to destroy the weed seeds. Peonies are tough enough
to stand this lack of care, however this is not the way to care for
peonies. The following year they bloomed as good as ever.

Last year, we had the wettest August on record. In a normal
year we have had fairly good results in controlling weeds by spray-
ing with Dacthal but in 1975 we had so much rain that the Dacthal
washed out, and we had many annual weeds. Both peonies and weeds
were mowed off about Sept. 1st. We had good bloom on them this
year.
This year, 1976, we perhaps had the wettest July on record,
although we had very dry weather until the lactifloras bloomed. We
mowed weeds and peony tops off on Sept. 1st. We do not recom-
mend mowing off the tops until after frost.

We will try some other herbicides but will only experiment
with a few plants until we have more information on them,
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ENGLISH GARDENS
Thomas B. Gentry, Lexington, Virginia

A front-page article in this morning’s paper is headed “Water
Czar: Let the Flowers Wilt.” Poor England! On top of her many
economic woes she is now suffering her worst drought in history.
The wilting of flowers seems a small thing, perhaps, in light of the
many human miseries that accumulate day by day, but nothing, 1
suspect, pierces the British heart more poignantly than the death
of its gardens. In Paradise Lost when Eve is told that she must
leave Eden, her first thought, like any British housewife, is of her
garden:

O flow’rs

That never will in other climate grow,

My early visitation, and my last

At ev’n, which I bred up with tender hand

From the first op’ning bud, and gave ye names,
Who now shall rear ye to the sun, or rank

Your tribes, and water from the ambrosial fount?

Anyone who has visited England, even if he never got beyond
the suburbs of London, will attest that no yard, front or back, is
so small that it doesn’t have its roses, or perhaps on occasion its
peony. It is no accident that the Chelsea Flower Show, which John
Simkins reported on so interestingly in the September issue of the
Bulletin, is the greatest in the world, or that it is so heavily attend-
ed, even at £3.00 a person. Flowers are part of the British soul.
Nobody, including the English, has ever had much good to say about
England’s (former) rainy, overcast skies, but plants thrived and
that seemed ample compensation.

Those of us who love England and who love gardens feel par-
ticular concern for the great English gardens of the 18th and 19th
centuries and wonder what their future may be. There are so
many of them and they are of such remarkable variety: botanical
gardens like Kew and Edinburgh, landscape gardens like Stourhead
and Rousham, topiary gardens like Levens and Compton Wynyates,
formal terraced gardens like Bodnant, walled gardens like Hidcote
or Sissinghurst, arboreta such as Westonbirt and Wakehurst, wood-
land gardens like Savill, rock gardens like that at Edinburgh, and
even gardens of exotic sub-tropical plants like Logan. On a drive
through England and Scotland during May and June this year, my
wife and I saw all those mentioned as well as many others, and there
are still others that we would have liked to see but, for one reason
or another, could not. At that time the drought seemed to have had
only minimal effect, and indeed the unexpected sunshine gave an
added loveliness and brilliance to almost every prospect.
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It would be impossible in a brief article to talk about each of
these gardens in any detail, for each has its distinet character and
each has its special historical, horticultural, architectural, or land-
scape interest. I am, therefore, going to speak only of those that
seem supreme examples of their type or that left with us the most
memorable impressions. And, I might add, those that held a special
interest for a peony lover.

When I think of English gardens these days it is almost invar-
iably Stourhead that comes to mind. I might well be inclined to
agree with Sacheverell Sitwell in his judgment that the Villa Lante,
near Viterbo, in Italy, is “the most lovely place of the physical
beauty of nature in all Italy or in all the world,” but surely Stour-
head would not be far behind. Begun about 1740 by Henry Hoare,
it was the first landscape garden of England, and it is still, despite
the heroic scale of such later landscape designs as Blenheim, unsur-
passed. A small river, the Stour, was dammed to create a twenty-
acre lake around which Hoare planted fir and beech trees. The
many shades of green of these now lofty trees are punctuated by a
series of “temples,” which serve no other purpose than to lend vari-
ety of shape and bring the eye to a point of rest. There are the
temple of Flora, the temple of the Sun, the Hermitage, a grotto and
underground waterfall, a miniature replica of the Pantheon in
Rome, as well as a lovely five-arched bridge over one arm of the
lake. The garden looks precisely as it does in 18th-century prints
except that another Henry Hoare, the sixth baronet, planted a pro-
fusion of rhododendrons around the lake early in our own century,
and in spring the blaze of color further enlivens the scene, although
there are those who resent this intrusion and who think the original
combination of water, trees, and architecture sufficient. My wife
and I saw it with everything in full bloom, but it is a garden that
should be equally lovely at any time of the year.

Even so, the garden of
Bodnant in North Wales
may well be more remark-
able still. It is a formal,
terraced garden, a land-
scape garden, a garden of
rare plants, and a woodland
garden all in one—eighty
acres of it. The setting it-
self is superb. As one be-
gins the descent of the six
terraces, he is confronted
nant. with a magnificent back-
drop of the Conway Valley and the not far distant Snowden range,
all framed in towering firs and oaks and an underplanting of flow-

.

View from the upper terrace at Bod-
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ering trees. Each of the six terraces has an individual character
built around a central canal, pool, or lawn, and is planted with its
own distinctive, and often rare, selection of plants. On the fourth
terrace, in addition to a central rose garden, are two smaller gar-
dens: one given over entirely to white flowers, and the other to
tree peonies—the only time in England I encountered any of the
Saunders lutea hybrids. After the sixth terrace, planted in many
varieties of magnolias including the rare pink magnolia campbelli,
the path descends into a long winding shaded dell along the course
of a rocky stream. Here are azaleas and camellias and any number
of other lovers of shade and cool, damp soil. Gone is the formality
of the terraces, and one may wander at will marvelling at the great
trees and glowing splashes of color. One can hardly conceive of a
more splendid woodland garden (until one sees the Savill Gardens in
Windsor Great Park). As one mounts the hill again there are
further formal gardens, but the climax is the truly overwhelming
sight—in early June at least—of a long arbor of laburnums which
make a dazzling tunnel of pendant gold. Bodnant is a garden which
can truly be said to have everything.

The most English of gardens to most minds, however, is the
walled flower garden, and here I am torn between Hidcote, near
Derby, and Sissinghurst, south of London. Their character and
settings are very different, but each is divided into garden rooms
very much like a house, the chief difference being that Sissinghurst
makes use of actual walls
whereas Hidcote relies
chiefly upon a variety of
hedges—yew, copper beech,
euonymous, box, holly, and
even mixtures of these—
whose tapestry-like tex-
tures and colors lend ever-
changing backgrounds to
the plantings. Each “room”
The .pillar Garden with Tree Peonies f:l:i)r 111:‘sangznb£o;€;’rsin£aenrcf
at Hidcote est was naturally drawn to
the peonies. There is a handsome planting of tree peonies at Hid-
cote, chiefly older French hybrids such as Mme. Louis Henry,
PEsperance, and Chromatella, and other plantings of herbaceous
types, although the latter were not yet in bloom. The mass plant-
ings at Hidcote have the potential disadvantage of looking rather
dull and bare when not in flower, but with peonies the spring and
autumn foliage is beautiful in its own right. Both Hidcote and Sis-
singhurst are, above all, flower gardens, in which color and form
're used in infinitely delighting and surprising ways.
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There are many other notable English gardens which it would
be a pleasure to recall, but I shall close with a Scottish one, not only
because it is unique and startling to come across a garden of palm
trees and tree ferns in that severe northern latitude, but also be-
cause I encountered there a mystery peony which provided a high-
light of my tour. The Gulf Stream warms the peninsula in Wig-
townshire where Logan Garden is located, with the result that a
wider range of plants can be grown here than perhaps anywhere
else in Europe.. The list of exotics, especially the sub-tropical spe-
cies, is extensive, but a catalog of Latin names can soon pall and it
is best just to enjoy the garden for its beauty alone. The plan is a
fairly elaborate one and shows great imagination in the variety and
combination of the plantings. It is a garden that can instruct, de-
light, and amaze.

My own amazement and
delight knew no bounds
when, just as we were leav-
ing the garden, I spotted
two large tree peonies just
opposite each other in an
obscure corner, both with
identical labels: Paeonia
suffruticosa, Rock’s vari-
ety. However, one was

@ 7 W88 white, as we have always
Paeonia suffruticosa Rock’s Variety known Rock’s in this coun-
(Pink) Logen Botanmic Garden try, and the other a pale
pink with deep red splotches in the center. Really breathtakingly
beautiful. I have to confess I was not wholly unprepared to see a
pink Rock’s variety, although I had never seen one before. Louis
Smirnow had told me of a plant he had had twenty years ago, but
had let go and which was subsequently lost. Recently he acquired
another plant from Europe which purports to be the same pink
Rock’s, but this has not yet proved itself. Time, we hope, will
tell. I have also been promised seed from Logan Garden this fall,
should there be any.

An odd footnote to this account appeared in the September
Bulletin in John Simkins’ report on the Chelsea Flower Show. He
says:

Another tree peony was noted. It was entered for an
award by Mr. and Mrs. Martin Simmonds of Quarry Wood,
Burghclere, Whitechurch. This was listed as Rock’s Variety
and was not considered to be Rock’s, so was not given an
award. It was a beautiful pink with dark pink flares.

I didn’t see this peony, unfortunately, although my wife and I did
spend one morning at the show. It certainly sounds like the same
-— 17 —
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peony we saw in Scotland, and Logan has no hesitation in calling it
Rock’s Variety. However, no book known to me even mentions it.
What is it? The mystery deepens.

The peony is certainly treated with respect in England, al-
though there is no question that we in America are far ahead of
the English in developing and planting this great flower. Curiously,
I did see many plantings of tree peony species such as delavayi and
lutea, neither very handsome of flower, in some of the older gardens
at the great houses now open to the public. There was also Kel-
way’s very nice display of both herbaceous and tree peonies at the
Chelsea Show. But neither at the show nor in gardens were peonies
given a special emphasis, and the Saunders hybrids seem virtually
unknown.

In the Edinburgh Botan-
ic Garden, in full flower,
was a huge bush of lutea
Ludlowi. This plant, which
for some reason we cannot
# 8 persuade to bloom in the
: United States, flourishes
there, and for that we can
truly envy the British. It is
a magnificent sight covered
with its intense yellow
flowers. In every other
way, however, we need en-

By s i

Paeonia lutea Rudlow’s, Edinburgh
Botanic Garden

vy no man when it comes to the peony.

The British gardens I think we may well envy. May rain come
to them soon.

PEONY CULTURE
by Allen J. Wild, Sarcoxie, Missour:

Prepare the soil well before planting. For each plant dig a hole
about 18 inches deep and about the same diameter. If the soil that
has been removed is very heavy clay, or if it is very sandy, discard
it and replace with a good garden soil. If well-rotted manure is
available, put in about three inches in the bottom of the hole and
pack well, then cover with soil so that the manure does not come
into direct contact with the roots.

Depth of planting is very important. The soil below the plant
should be packed well so that it will not settle. When planting is
completed the eyes of the plant should be 1 inch below the surface
in the middle part of United States; 2 inches below the surface in
the northern part of United States.
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Peony planting may appear to be a difficult job, but it is a
very small task when you realize that a peony properly planted in
the right location will grow and bloom for a lifetime.

If your ground has been properly enriched at planting time,
there will be little need for further fertilization for some years. The
type of soil will determine the frequency. Porous soils lose their
fertility faster than others, as it is washed out by the rains. Keep
all fertilizer away from the crowns of the plants. There are no
feeding roots there. Spread it over the area where the roots grow,
from six to eighteen inches from the crown and thoroughly incor-
porate it with the soil. Use it with discretion. Plants over fertilized
will not bloom well and soon run their course. About half a handful
of commercial fertilizer or one or more of bone-meal to a plant will
be plenty. If manure is used, it should be well rotted and the great-
est care should be taken to keep it from getting over the crowns.
Many say it should never be used. Those who use commercial fertil-
izers should have their soil analyzed and supply needed elements.
Generally speaking, 20 per cent superphosphate, or a good potato
fertilizer is excellent. Apply them in the fall. A handful of sheep
manure to a plant may be given in the spring to improve the bloom.
Liquid manure also may be used with discretion, for the same pur-
pose.

Water your peony plants thoroughly immediately after plant-
ing so that the soil settles well around the roots. During the spring
months there is usually enough moisture in the ground for peony
plants, but if several weeks pass without rain, give them a good
watering once every two weeks. This should also be done during
the dry summer months after the peonies have bloomed, to insure a
good crop of flowers the following year.

Newly planted peonies should be given winter protection for
the first winter after planting. After the ground has frozen in fall,
give them a covering of straw, leaves, or marsh hay about three
inches deep. This covering will protect the plants against heaving
due to alternate thawing and freezing. Remove the covering very
early in spring. Established plants need no winter protection what-
ever.

When the foliage has turned brown in fall, after the first heavy
frost, cut the plants down as near to the ground as possible, and
burn all the old stems and leaves as a protection against disease.

BOTRYTIS — a parasitic fungi in the soil
Botrytis and other similar blights sometimes attack Peonies.
All parts may be affected. As the prevention and cure for all is the
same, little distinction will be made between them. In early spring,
the new shoots may suddenly turn black and die. The buds may
turn brown and to a powdery dust. The infection may spread down-
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