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DECEMBER., 1937
A Message from the President

CHAS. F. WASSENBERG, Van Wert, Ohio

The American Peony Society has much to be thankful for
in the achievements of the year just passed. It had one of the
best attended shows in the history of the Society and one of the
finest displays. Never was a Peony Show more thoroughly
organized and more beautifully staged than that put on by the
Garden Club of Lincoln, Nebraska, last June.

Then—the Society’s directorate was increased to twelve by
the addition of three new members, which is bound to strengthen
the organization.

Mr. Edward Auten, Jr. (Ill.), is a hybridizer, grower and
writer. His seedlings are some of the outstanding introductions
of the last few years and his articles for the various magazines are
both interesting and instructive.

Mr. J. F. Styer (Pa.) is the largest grower of cut flowers
in the East having plantings in North Carolina, Maryland and
Pennsylvania.© He knows more about the ills and whims of
Peonies than any man I know and will be a valuable addition to
the board.

Mr. L. W. Lindgren (Minn.), amateur, has a very fine col-
lection and is one of the most expert judges of quality in Peonies
in the Northwest.

Dr. Earl B. White (Washington, D. C.), appointed to fill
the unexpired term of the late W. G. Dumont and then reelected
for a new term, is an amateur and hybridizer. He is never too
busy to attend a national show and has not missed one in the last

ten years.
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4 AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY BUl.LETINW

Further—twelve regional vice-presidents were elected who,
with their committees, should put at least one hundred and fifty
more people directly interested and responsible for the growth and
maintenance of the organization. Already the efforts of these
new officers are bearing fruit.

The 1938 Peony show will be held in Lansing, Michigan.
This is centrally located and far enough north to give growers in
the East, Northwest and Canada an opportunity to compete and
exhibit their new seedlings, which all are so anxious to see.

The committee in charge is making extensive plans for the
success of the show, and, in addition, will be seen the large plant-
ings of ‘““The Cottage Gardens’” with their lovely Exhibition Gar-
dens and acres of Peonies under the care of Mr. Kriek and Mr.
Niewenhuizen, both of whom learned their art in Holland. You
will miss a rare treat if you fail to attend.

This year every member should do something in the interest
of the Peony.
Plant a Peony.

Exhibit Peonies at your local flower show and, if possible,
at the national show.

If there are enough growers in your community, organize a
local Peony show.

Secure a new member for the Peony Society.
Give or sell a Peony Manual.

Pledge yourself now to carry out some of the above sug-
gestions and we will all be proud of our record for 1938.

e _
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More Popularity for the Peony
in the East

J. F. STYER. Concordville, Pa.
(Contributed for the Bulletin of the American Peony Society.)

It is pleasant to know there are still some tranquil people
in this impatient world who cultivate the peony. Sudden flash
is not in its character, and popularity of the galloping type is not
within its reach, but in its own good time it will amply reward
the planter. His plants are like an orchard: they take years to
come into perfection, but they produce for the rest of his life.
An investment in peonies is an annuity, payable each June in
coin which will never depreciate.

Throughout the horticultural trade in this country a swing
away from rapid temporary plants is plainly marked. All the
better things, trees and shrubs and evergreens of lasting life and
dignified character are coming into their own. This movement is
not a fad, but the natural result of leisure for thought on the part
of the public. The importance of the peony in such a movement
is obvious. With a great array of fine new varieties and hybrids
coming into quantity production at the psychological moment, the
conservatism of peony increase scores again over the rampant re-
production of most other things. For the people who want some-
thing new and good, the peony growers have something new and
good and rare enough to be inviting.

There are many questions of policy for the peony fraternity
that arise out of this situation. Rating and description of new
varieties, intelligent elimination of those superseded, shows, dis-
play gardens, advertising. the education of the nursery trade: all
can be discussed with profit. The practice of marketing medieval
peonies from the weed patches of defunct nurszries vies with the
spring sale of “‘clumps all ready to bloom’' for the distinction of
running the business. The sidewalk shops of large cities display
roots as ‘‘red” and “white’’ and “‘pink,” wilted and forlorn in
baskets in the sun. These things arise out of simple ignorance.
These people are no longer going to leave the growing and sale
of peonies to experts. They must be educated to a knowledge of
the good varieties and the correct care of stock, or there will be
serious consequences.

Google
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Many pages of discussion can be devoted to these and other
problems. One in particular, however, is responsible for this
article. That is the climatic factor in peony culture. An enor-
mous potential market for peonies is being lost East of the Alle-
ghenies. Thirty or forty million people in the Middle Atlantic
States have practically never seen a really successful peony garden.
This section abounds with disappointed gardeners whose peonies
have died or failed to bloom. And let us make it clear that thes:
gardeners did just what they were told to do. They only live,
unfortunately, in a different climate.

Climate has been unkind to the horticulturists of the Western
Plains in many ways. Their gardens have been smothered 1n
snow, subjected to terrific changes of temperature, and desiccated
by endless drought. But from all these, on the whole, their
peonies emerge strong and cheerful. These are the conditions to
which peonies are adapted. Contrast these with the more favored
and protected climate of the Southeast, where the slightest slip in
the nature of unwise fertilization, watering or mulching ends in
disaster. Kindness to peonies dezsn’t seem to pay.

Western readers may smile at this proposition, but it can
be proved. How many members, how many shows, how many
well-known gardens, how much publicity, do we have in these
states? How much is peory culture discussed in publications
originating in this area? Of evidence there is plenty. What we
are most concerned with is whether the condition can be corrected.
By the use of research and publicity, it can.

The Society has published a good deal of information con-
cerning the culture of peonies and selection of varieties in the
South. The difficulties are admitted: 1t is assumed that the lack
of freezing weather in winter weakens the plants through the ab-
sence of some necessary stimulus, and that summer heat further
saps their vitality. Now it can be shown that the climate of the
Eastern Seaboard from Connecticut to North Carolina does not
differ greatly from that of many parts of the South. New York
and Roanoke arz only four degrees apart in average annual tem-
perature. Atlanta has nearly as much freezing weather as Wash-
ington. Data from the South should make a fine foundation for
a scientific study of our problem, and the results of our study
should be useful to gardeners in two-thirds, if not all. of the
country.

Google
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However, factors beside those just mentioned may be of great
importance. A few will be mentioned here so that members may
get an idea of how such a study might be planned. First and
possibly most important are certain relations of temperature. Al-
ternation of freezing and thawing would be studied as it may be
more serious than a high average temperature in winter. Also, the
effect of snow should be investigated. Turning to summer tem-
peratures, we may find them less important than we believe; 1t
certainly gets as hot on the Western Plains as it does in the East.
In the fall the temperature difference between West and East begins
to increase. The September average at Rockford, Illinois, is 2.5
degrees below New York's; the October average is 4.5 degrees
lower: and the November average is 7.0 degrees lower. The fall
temperatures would certainly be more favorable in the East to the
growth of root-rotting fungi. If 50 degrees should happen to be
the lower limit of activity of these fungi, then Rockford would
be safe from them after October 18th, New York only after No-
vember 2nd, and by the same measure Charlotte, N. C., would not
be safe until November 17th.

Second, rainfall and humidity are greater in the South and
East. The rainfall in New York in September, October and No-
vember exceeds that in Chicago by 25 per cent. or two inches.
We are wondering if the complete freedom from serious drought
enjoyed by the East is not a cause of overlarge and oversoft roots.
easily attacked by disease.

Third, the role of plant food in the soil may be studied with
profit. As the writer sees it, this is not a question of balance so
much as of quantity. If a long growing season and plenty of
rain make soft roots in the presence of adequate plant food. per-
haps a little planned starvation will be just the thing. Limited
fertilization, especially with respect to nitrogen, may become an
important principle.

Fourth, the difference in the reaction of varieties to conditions
in the Southeast must be given still more attzntion. New varieties
should be tested in gardens established for the purpose, at some
place or places where scientific examination of the roots is possible.
Such tests would enable nurserymen to avoid shipping varieties to
the Southeast which would cause disappointment. Results need
not be reflected in ratings, for that might be most unfair to many
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prize winners. La France, for example, probably deserves its high
rating, but it also deserves a note in catalogs that it usually fails
to open or keep in a warm climate.

Fifth, a scientific study of the fungi that attack peonics is
much to be desired. Root rots are probably the real cause of the
inferiority of most Eastern grown flowers. and the eventual death
of most plants. Practically all plants have somz rot, wherever
grown, as the decomposing dead stems make a tube for waier to
run directly into the crown. The organisms which exist in the
roots become serious enemies after they are planted in a warmer
soil or moister location, or other less favorable place. A good
laboratory investigation of these organisms may lead us to very
effective methods of control.

Although these studies are bound to benefit those who grow
peonies in quantity, they would not be carried out for them alone.
Frank publicity will carry this useful information to the garden-
ing public, and greater strength for the Society and greater popu-
larity for the peony will follow.

* o o

What is the best Fertilizer

for Peonies?
J. W. FRENZ. Baraboo, Wis.

It is not often that my advice is sought on the subject of
peonies.  But, if I am asked a question it invariably is: “What
is the best fertilizer for pconies?”’ There must be a good answer
to this question but I am not at all sure what it is. The fact 1s.
I am not qualified to answer because I have never used fertilizer
on my pconies. There are times when I wonder if I am doing
right by them.

Mrs. Harding, writing in 1923, said: “"The use of fertilizers
to secure more and larger blossoms is the subject of constant test-
ing for all flowers. But just now the fertilization of peonies
scems to be in a perfect fever of experiment.” (Peonies in the
L.ittle Garden, p. 61.) Apparently the subject is still in the ex-
perimental stagc. See article titled ‘‘Peony Studies” in the Sep-
tember. 1937, Bulletin, beginning at the bottom of page 4.

Some authorities say that the best fertilizer for peonies i1s
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frequent and thorough cultivation. Mr. Little thus wrote in the
Peony Manual, page 183. Mr. Boyd recommends bonemeal and
sheep manure, but also urges the necessity of frequent cultivation.
(Peony Manual, page 162.) One successful commercial grower
states in his catalog that the only fertilizer he uses is the “‘spade,
hoe and cultivator.”

It is all somewhat confusing. Some of the finest peonies I
have ever seen are growing in the local cemetery. I am sure that
none of them are ever fertilized or cultivated.

The natural reaction of one ordinarily would be that plants
producing such large and beautiful blooms year after year would
exhaust the natural fertility of the soil. It would seem only logi-
cal to suppose that this fertility should be restored by the use of
manures or other fertilizers.

The subject certainly is a very interesting one, and quite
important as well. Surely many of the members have well defined
opinions about fertilizers. These would make interesting reading
and be valuable contributions to peony lore.

If you do not believe in fertilizing, let us hear what you
have to say in support of that theory. If you consider fertilizing
essential to the well being of the peony, tell us what you use and
why.

The following is a partial list of fertilizers commonly used
by gardeners: Cow manure, sheep manure, liquid manure, com-
mercial fertilizers, chemical fertilizers, wood ashes, coal ashes,
bonemeal, lime. Comments on these would prove helpful to
many, I am sure. How do you apply them? When? What
quantities?

[EDITOR’'S NOTE: Mr. Frenz has asked a number of ques-
tions in the last two paragraphs of the above article and we are
hopeful that we will get a large number of replies and reports of
what fertilizers are used to get best results from peonies. One of
the most unique reports I have ever received was from a cat hater
who reported that two dead cats under each of his peony plants
resulted in the gorgeous peonies he was able to produce.]

Google
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Mr.E. J. Berneche in his Peony Gardens
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‘Short History of E. J. Berneche

Regional Vice-President, District No. 9.

You asked me to write a short history of my activities with
peonies. [ began growing peonies in 1905 as an amateur. In
1907 I planted my first commercial plantings and in 1914 dis-
posed of my stock, keeping only about one hundred clumps of
my favorite varieties. Up to this time I was living in Olympia,
Washington. In 1909 I exhibited my first peonies at Alaska
Yukon Pacific Exposition, and received a silver medal for my ex-
hibit. In 1920 I moved to Oregon. In 1921 I planted one acre
which has grown to eight acres of the world's choicest peonies.
To keep these at their best provides ample exercise for one of the
age of seventy-four.

® o o

Date and Place set for 1938

National Peony Show

It has been definitely decided to hold the 1938 National
Show in Demonstration Hall of Michigan State College, Lansing,
Michigan. This hall covers approximately 20,000 square feet.
The floor is covered with tan bark which should help to keep the
flowers in excellent condition. There is a high ceiling with sky
lights, and the hall is beautifully located near the college campus.

TENTATIVE DATES JUNE 15-16, 1938.

A preliminary meeting was held Friday, December 3, with
members of the garden clubs, Michigan Horticultural Society,
Chamber of Commerce, and several Michigan members of the
American Peony Society. All those present pleaded their enthu-
siastic cooperation for the success of the show. Mr. W. F. Christ-
man, secretary of the American Peony Society, came over from
Chicago to tell the group about previous National Shows, and
answered many questions.

The city of Lansing is one of the prettiest cities in the Middle
West. It is the capital of Michigan, and the home of Oldsmo-
bile and Reo. Michigan State College is located about four miles
east of Lansing. It has a beautiful campus, Botanic Gardens; and

many other subjects of interest.
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J. D. LoNG, Boulder, Colo.
Regional Vice-President, District No. 10.

I feel so small about my ability to accomplish things. not
only for myself in my own business, but for the Peony Society,
that I think the cut that I am mailing you is plenty large for the
use you wish to make of it, in fact, it is larger than I feel myself
right now.

EDITOR'S NOTE: The above few lines that accompanied
the cut we are showing dozs not disclose the jovial, amicable fel-
low who gets out the most refreshing catalog I know of. Per-
sonality shines out from the lucid descriptions and ‘““John D.”
is known from one end of the country to the other through his
sale of gladiolus and iris.

He states: ‘My vocation is managing thz J. D. Long Seed
Company’s mail order business. My avocation, or hobby, is
growing fine glads, mostly the newer sorts. My gardens are just
outside the city limits, at the foot of the mountains, on the high-
way to the Rocky Mountain National Park, 40 miles northwest.”

He writes: “"Will try to write a few lines about my dark
past in a day or two. Got up at four this morning and find
should have gotten up a few hours earlier.”

Was just about to start on a vacation—much needed and

well earned

and presume the excitement from the trip erased
from his mind the promise he made me. I'll get him later.

» Google Orgna rom.
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J. A. BONGERS, Ottumwa, lowa
Regional Vice-President, District No. 7.

How [ Became Interested in Peonies

In the spring of 1925 a neighbor gave me a bouquet of
peonies to take to the cemetery on Memorial Day.

T'he varieties, as I later found out, were Edulis Superba and
Festiva Maxima. They were well grown and in fine condition
and I immediately became interested in their color, form and
fragrance.

That same fall I obtained a dozen roots in as many varieties.
The following spring they did very well and the die was cast.
From 1926 until the present time the quest for new varieties has
been constant and their acquisition has been limited chiefly by

Google
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their cost. At the present time I have two hundred and forty
varieties consisting of one hundred ninety doubles, thirty Japs and
twenty singles. In addition I have some species and hybrid

varieties.

I grow them primarily for my own pleasure and to exhibit
in the shows. I sell a few roots locally to those who view the
flowers while in bloom and I also sell some cut flower blooms for
Memorial Day.

While the peonies have cost me much in money and labor,
yet I feel they owe me nothing. Their response to care and cul-
tivation provides a sufficient reward and their performance at our
National Show at Lincoln, Neb., this summer was a fitting re-
ward for years of effort. To have won the Society’s silver medal,
in advanced amateur class, and the Farr Memorial medal for the
best bloom in the show, along with seventeen ribbons, is no mean
achievement, especially since it was my first serious effort in show

competition.

The gold medal now lures me on. Once the new plants |
now have become established, I feel ]| may enter the No. 1 class,
and whether I win the gold medal or not, I'll continue to have
lots of fun with my peonies.

EDITOR'S NOTE: Mr. Bongers is very busily engaged at
present 1in putting on a Regional Show, and will have something
in the March Bulletin telling us what he has accomplished along
this line.

He will have to be reckoned with when his planting is fully
established, as he is a fine showman and one of the most enthu-
siastic peony lovers I know of.
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J. E. CARTER, Guelph, Ontario
Regional Vice-President, District No. 11.

A Past President of the Guelph Horticultural Society and a
life member of same.

Past President of Ontario Horticultural Association, the
largest horticultural organization in the world. Has reach2d a
membership of 85,000. He donates a medal called the Carter
Medal to be awarded annually to the person who, in the opinion
of the Directors of the Ontario Horticultural Association, has
done most for the advancement of horticulture in the Province of
Ontario. Also a former Director and now a life member of the
Canadian Horticultural Council.

Served from 1907 to 1922 as a member of the City Coun-
cil and as Mayor. A Commissioner of Woodlawn Cemetery since

Google
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1919 and together with the other Commissioners took over a
much neglected cemetery and has made it one of the most admired
cemeteries in Ontario. Created a Perpetual Care Trust of almost
$100,000 in addition to the cost of the large scale improvements.

A member of Guelph Housing Commission which controls
about 100 houses owned by the City of Guelph.

Is a member of the Guelph Peony Gardens Committee of
the Guelph Horticultural Society. The Committee is responsible
for the planting and care of the Peony Trial Plots and contains
one of the best collections in Ontario.

During all of these years his service has been given to the
above organizations without any remuneration.

® o o

FRANK M. DRAKE, Louisville, Ky.
Regional Vice-President. District No. 5.

I was glad to hear from you and hope you can make some
suggestion as to how I can be of some service to the Society, as,
frankly, I do not know which way to turn in connection with
the greatness recently thrust upon me. I modestly assume that
vice-presidencies are all of the same character.

I have never regarded myself as an artist’'s model and the
only picture I have available is the enclosed cut from a campaign
card when I was inveigled (in 1934) into running for Congress
at a time when it was thought it might be possible to begin some
effective protest against the New Deal. Fortunately for me, my
candidacy proved as ineffectual as such protests.

As to my experience with peonies, I fear an exposure of the
facts would make the distinction in the Society to which I have
recently been elevated seem almost absurd. My first peony was
one which had gotten mixed up with some manure which was
delivered in my yard and which flourished as a young plant under
that prohibitive condition. [ was further encouraged by the gift
of some roots which had been in an old garden for about seventy-
five years and which proved to be typical of the varieties available
at thar time. I had always foregone peonies because of the lim-
ited space in my yard, but during the last five years—which cov-
ers the entire range of my peony experience—I have (without
fatal hostility on Mrs. Drake's part as to her precious lawn) man-
aged to find room for more than four hundred varieties. including
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many of Mr. Auten’s seedlings which I have acquired after obser-
vation during several different seasons, by sacrificing my nursery
tendencies in other directions. What the future holds forth, as
between my increasing appetite for still more peonies and the
present exhaustion of space within the absolute deadline drawn
by Mrs. Drake, I do not know. 1 fear that Mrs. Drake’s inten-
tion to protect her lawn will prove superior to my ingenuity.

r

FRANK M. DRAKE

I bad a most interesting visit to Van Wert, Ohio, during
the blooniing season this year and subsequently some of the grow-
ers there very graciously sent me buds of late varieties which were
not in blcom at the time of my visit and which are too late for
us to ever see in this locality. I saw a lot of things that I was
not familiar with, becoming acquainted with a few that are
really good and seeing a number that are not worth the exploi-
tation which has been given them.

pigitized by (O ,gle .
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I wish there were somc way to get the American public 1o
appreciate and buy the many fine peonies that can be acquired
for a most reasonable price and that are not generally known.
To do this by advertising is practically out of the question, and
I do not know any practical way to increase distribution except
possibly by public gardens. I have, on my own initiative, been
attempting for several years to get our local authorities to put in
a display planting of climbing roses, iris and peonies—all of which
do well in this locality—in a new public park which is particu-
larly available for such purpose. I even tried to get them inter-
ested in doing this while the easy money was being thrown around
from Washington, but the idea just does not seem to take hold:
which does not mean that I have given up. I have wondered
whether the radio companies would not be willing to give some
time to nursery talks, in which really competent observers (hav-
ing no selfish purpose to serve) could discuss a wider distribution
of good varieties. They might regard this as a back-door effort
of the nursery interests to get some free publicity, but I think it
is a matter of much more general interest and importance than
most of the stuff with which they fill out their programs. Con-
sidering the almost uniform interest in flowers upon the part of
any one to whose attention the better varieties are brought, it is
discouraging that there is not some means of developing greater
familiarity with them, but I do not know the answer. | have
even gotten to the point where I have wondered if it would not
be possible to find some ardent New Dealer who is also an ardent
gardener and get him—or even possibly her—to ask Roosevelt
to give a fireside chat on the subject. After having devoted him-
self exclusively to the realm of violent controversial subjects. he
might welcome the opportunity of discussing something about
which there would be no disagreement. It occurs to me, as |
write. that he might cven, as a candidate in 1940, run on a plat-
form of ““more and better flowers.”

I hardly need say that in replying to your letter I have un-
intentionally drifted into these personal ramblings without any
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idea of their publication unless you wish to take the responsibility
of discreetly censoring them.

P. S. For fear you might get the impression that I am preju-
diced against our President, I need only mention that I am prob-
ably the greatest admirer in the country of Mr. Auten's peony
productions, in spite of the fact that he was a classmate of Roose-
velt at Harvard!

* ¢ o

Where does White stop, where does
Light Pink begin and where
does it stop?

J. W. BERNSTEIN, Lincoln, Neb.

This is a question that seems to bother many of us. At
nearly every pcony show I have attended I have always heard
some one asking: ‘““Would you enter so and so in the light pink
class or in the dark pink, or would you enter so and so in the
white class or in the light pink?”’

I am frank to admit that I could not ask anyone to take my
word for the classification that I might offer in answer to these
questions, though I have my own ideas but they may be all
wrong. For instance at the National Show in Lincoln I saw the
variety Hans P. Sass win second in class No. 6 calling for three
specimen blooms, light pink. Then the same grower won first on
the same variety in class No. 10, calling for ten specimen blooms,
white. Also in class No. 44 specimen bloom, dark pink, first
was given the variety T herese. and of course many of us would
call this variety light pink.

What are we going to do about 1t?

Suppose we start a friendly discussion through the pages of
the Bulletin and in that way get a number of suggestions. Put
them all in the melting pot and see what the rzsult would be.

Right off the bat I am willing to offer my suggestion. Sup-
pose we drop the light pink class and use instead a blush class.

There are many varieties where white or cream predominate,
yet they have a rosy tint, for example, Tourangelle, Solange, Hans
P. Sass and so on. All these could enter in the blush class and
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in that way keep out of the white class.

Then it is my opinion that there need be only one pink
class. That would take in all shades of pink where white or
cream does not predominate. For example Milton Hill, T herese
and so on through the deeper shades. I mention Milton Hill to
start with because that variety seems to be the lightest clear pink
as they grow in my garden.

I realize that I may be getting into decp water here, becaus:
they do not come the same shades in all localities. It may be, too.
that many will insist on light and dark pink classes. If we must
have two classes for pink, O. K., but there should be a definite
line between light and dark. However I will still insist there
should be a blush class. So many of our most beautiful varieties
would enter in the blush class that I predict it would be one of the
strongest classes in the show.

I can never make myself believe that a good peony showing
pink shades should win over a good clear white in a class that
calls for white, neither should a bloom where white or cream
predominate win over a good clear pink, in any pink class. Before
I close perhaps I should make myself clear as to what my idea of
blush is. A bloom where white or cream predominates that shows
pink or rosy shades.

There now let’s hear about it, my shoulders are broad and I
am good natured.

¢ o6 o

Seedlings at Kokomo

W. W. CoLES, Kokomo, Ind.

It was the writer's privilege to visit Tom Knipe's green-
houses and nurseries at Kokcmo, Ind., the first week in June, just
right to catch his many peony seedlings in bloom. Perhaps the
most outstanding was a large double red, slightly fragrant, some-
what near the color of the celebrated Philippe Rivoire; however.
it is a much larger bloom than the latter, with an unusually stiff
long stem and perfect foliage, and is a strong grower. It seems
to the writer this beautiful large red is in a way to be crowned
queen of red peonies. Mr. Knipe contemplates exhibiting this
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seedling with others when sufficient blooms are obtainable. Many
hundred seedlings are on trial. Mr. Knipe does not stop with the
breeding of peonies. He has produced several improved carna-
tions, of which Chief Kokomo is the best known. He has also
given a few new improved chrysanthemums, which have been in-
troduced to the trade by Charles C. Totty. Thousands of
gladiolus and freesia seedlings are yearly produced, the latter said
to be an improvement on standard varieties.—Florists’ Review.
10-7-37.

® o o

Peonies for the South
N. I. W. KRIEK, Lansing, Mich.

I have recently returned from a trip through the territory
that is considered most south for peony culture. It seems that
from fifty to 100 miles north of Memphis, Tenn., peonies will
bloom for Mothers’ Day invariably, which explains why there is
much interest in planting peonies in that territory. I have seen
peony plantings right next to cotton fields, and my observation
is that it may help to have some sort of mulch over the soil be-
tween the peonies to keep the ground from getting too hot and
dry. Although I have not had any tests south of St. Louis, Mo.,
or Evansville, Ind., I should think that the varieties which do
well there would stand a good chance of doing well farther south.

I should suggest using varieties that open easily, keep well
and cause The least trouble in the north. I should recommend for
cut flowers in the south the following peonies:

Baroness Schroeder—a delicate flesh-white, opening pure
white; this variety lasts well both in the field and in storage.

Claire Dubois—a satiny pink; similar to Mons. Jules Elie,
but blooms later and the flower is more solid.

Albert Crousse—a shell-pink with long graceful stem that
never fails to produce a fine perfect flower.

Felix Crousse—the standard red cut flower. I do not believe
there is as yet a red peony that can compete with Felix Crousse,
unless it is among the newest varieties which have not had a thor-
ough test and which would not be available in quantities.
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La Lorraine—while still somewhat expensive for commercial
plantings, this will eventually become the standard white. It is of
marvelous form, has remarkable keeping qualities, both in the field
and in storage, and has that fine form of flowers that is seldom
found in peonies other than those created by Mr. Lemoine.

Marie Crousse—-this is almost a salmon pink, especially when
opened indoors. It has a long stem and is free-blooming. [ think
very much of this variety and believe it will become one of the
stand-bys in the cut flower trade.

Mons. Jules Elie—this has always been the one satisfactory
pink; it blooms early and has a good stem and a large flower.

Reine Hortense—this is another of the good stand-bys used
by cut flower growers who have been planting the better varieties.

Souv. de Louts Bigot—a beautiful deep rose that does not
fade in the sun and has a bud like a rose.

Sarah Bernhardt—this no doubt will become the largest-
selling pink in the market. It is a deep pink, with a graceful stem
and flower, and if healthy plants are set out, this variety is ex-
tremely free-blooming.

My recommendations are based on many years of dealing
with cut flower growers throughout the territories of southern
Illinois and Indiana and farther east. Strict care must be taken,
especially when planting in the south. that the peony roots are
from young stock and are strictly healthy.

A peony is not exactly a southern plant, of course, and unless
the plants are of the best quality, they soon weaken, especially
after severe cutting for flowers. [ have seen several plantings of
peonies in southern localities that in my estimation could not
possibly produce a crop of quality flowers, because of interplant-
ings of soy beans, which in a season like we are having grow fast
and rot off the peony foliage, while the roots are supposed to use
all the strength they can gather to make strong eyes for the next
year.

I think some shade over the ground in peony plantings in the
south is all right, but to keep the entire plant covered seems to me,
at least, to weaken the structure of the roots and produce an in-
ferior crop.—Florists’ Review, 10-7-37.
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A few Peonies that were especially
attractive in my garden

DR. F. G. BRETHOUR, Toronto, Ontario, Can.

“Odile’"—said by the introducer to be an improved T ouran-
gelle. It is a singularly attractive flowcr, much like it in coloring
when opening, but afterwards it develops into a huge flat flower,
going off into a white but not dead white, but one with a sparkle
in it. It has very pleasant perfume and to all who saw it. this
new variety is a flower of a great deal of refinement. Note the
lateral buds when opening how much they look like roses. |
wonder why this one has not been commented on by others.
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“Vimy Ridge’’—a bright pink, double, large flowers show-
ing four blooms, much of a size, on one stem. Strong grower:
an attractive variety.

“Josette"
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“Josette’’—a large single variety, saucer-shaped, with very
wide and thick petals, that holds its shape for days. It opens soft
pink, fades to clear white, and when not disbudded, the white cen-
tral flower and the pink laterals makes a very pretty combination.
It has sturdy stems, and medium tall. (See cut.)

“Mrs. F. G. Brethour”—an exceedingly attractive flower, of
a beautiful shade of pink, opening from the center with incurv-
ing petals like a huge rose, one of those varieties that keep on open-
ing for days. It has rich perfume, and grows on tall strong stems.
This one is named in memory of my wife, who loved peonies
but who did not live to see my better introductions.

“La Canadienne”’—a large sparkling white variety, with
form much like Kelway’s Glorious. It sends up tall strong stems
and comes late, always opening perfectly. A fine peony which on
account of this lateness of blooming is an acquisition in my col-
lection.

I must say that this year was the most satisfactory I ever
knew from the garden point of view. From earliest spring to late
fall, the flowers bloomed in profusion. The lilacs were simply
smothered with flowers and the peonies were extra good. The fall
weather was exceptional for planting with the exception of Sep-
tember which was very dry.

I was very interested to know that you have a root of the
yellow peony, and although it showed some white petals this year,
it might be all right another year and in any case it may be use-
ful in crossing. You were also fortunate in obtaining Rose Valley
which should be a valuable addition to your collection.

The show at Lansing should draw a number of entries from
southern and western Ontario. | hope some arrangement can be
made so that stickers can be supplied intending exhibitors with
the words, “'FOR NATIONAL PEONY SHOW, LANSING,
MICHIGAN,” and there will be no interference at the border.
Such a time we had for our show I shall never forget.

[EDITOR’S NOTE: To avoid a recurrence of the trouble
experienced in the prompt handling of peonies at the Canadian
border, we will supply the stickers suggested by Dr. Brethour and
they can be obtained by any prospective exhibitor by writing the
manager of the show, Mr. N. I. W. Kriek, c/o Cottage Gardens,
Lansing, Mich.]

Google



26 AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY BULLETIN .

Fun with Seedlings

ERNEST FLINT KELSEY, E. Aurora, N. Y.

Somewhere 1 have read that it is futile to plant peony seeds
as we have reached the ultimate in peony breeding by this method.
Don’t you believe it.

It seems reasonable that as peony blooms have improved.
there has been a corresponding improvement in the seed. Those
who have planted peony seed each year for many years past have
probably noticed the larger proportion of good blooms each suc-
ceeding year—that has been our experience.

Better peonies are still to come so continue to gamble with
those little brown coffee berries. Fishing would cease to be a
sport if every time you made a cast you hooked a fish, and gar-
dening would lose much of its charm if we didn’t have to pit our
skill against the law of compound probabilities in the heavens
above and the earth beneath, and that dread duet, bugs and weeds.

The seedling bed furnishes yearly surprises and sometimes
a real thrill. We forget a hundred disappointments of the pre-
vious season, always looking among the “‘first to blossom’ for
the masterpiece.

Fussing with seedlings may be chasing horticultural rain-
bows. but it takes the humdrum out of gardening.

Does the tiny seedling give evidence of what it will develop
into?

In digging seedlings from the original bed one attracted my
attention, being entirely different in color of foliage, shape and
general appearance. [ put the little fellow among the advanced
seedlings. It bloomed this season, a big, fully double, delicate
pink. Of course, this proves nothing but it is a source of satis-
faction even if it was a lucky “hunch.”

I planted a few seeds in the orchard. Two years after |
noticed a large bud on a tiny plant. To my surprise it did not
blight but opened a big ball of pink which nearly covered the
tiny plant. I made a little wire support for it.

This blossom was richly perfumed and it was amusing to
see visitors down on their hands and knees with their nose within
three inches of the ground smelling the rare perfume. I dug it but
it was too tiny to divide.
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‘“Rare China’’

“Grace Kelsey’’
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Perhaps it will be like some of these precocious children who
later in life become very ordinary. Time will tell.

Peonies, like people, benefit by a change of location some-
times. Over near the edge of 4 dry bank where the sumacs hold
their torches high was an ordinary looking, semi-double szedling.
a flat, white, unattractive flower. Cousin Shirley, a young Miss
wandering among the seedlings, went into ecstasies over it. To
humor her, I planted it among the ““who's who.”” [Each year it
became more and more double, increasing in size yearly. This
season it produced a glorified Jubilee on good. strong stems.

Comparisons are sometimzs odious but we cannot get along
without them. Comparison is the yardstick of progress. A fine
plant of Marie Jacquin and a seedling, Rare China, were only a
few feet apart. As they bloomed at the same tim> and are similar
in form, comparison was casy.

Rare China was by far the most beautiful bloom. This was
the opinion of all who compared them.

Le Cygne, in certain seasons and under ideal conditions, pro-
duces wonderful blooms. Mother’'s Day, a seedling having much
the same form, always produces a wealth of perfect bloom, stands
adverse conditions better than any flower in the garden and looks
like a flower instead of an ivory carving. Its foliage is the lightest
green in the garden, multiplies rapidly and on account of its last-
ing quality, makes an idcal peony for cut flowers.

Here is a seedling like Mikado with clearer, richer coloring,
another with fuller petalage than Mons. Jules Elie. too compact
to suit me, but greatly admired by those who want a huge bloom.

[ was showing a peony man through the garden some years
ago, calling his attention to the various seedlings as we went along.
He was interested but not greatly impressed. Finally I took him
across the garden, put my arm around a bunch of five huge blooms.
drew them toward him and watched his face. [ knew I had him
stopped.

That's the seedling Laura Kelsey and some day it is going
to stop some critical judges. The seedling Grace Kelsey 1s much
like it.

[ planted sceds again this fall and again am after the pot of
gold at the foot of the rainbow.
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Japanese Beetle Quarantine

While this quarantine covers nursery stock in general, as well
as fruits, vegetables, cut flowers, soil, compost, etc., etc., peonies
come under the restriction. Would suggest that anyone interested
write to the Bureau of Entomology and Plant Quarantine, Wash-
ington, D. C., for a copy of Plant Quarantine No. 48 which gives
in detail the territory affected in the states named. It is unlawful
to transport nursery material from one section of the country to
another without a certificate of inspection.

Briefly the states of Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Mary-
land, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York,
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont, Virginia, West Vir-
ginia and the District of Columbia have been quarantined. A few
small sections of the city of Chicago have been quarantined and
which is covered by Quarantine No. 4. A copy of this quarantine
in detail can be secured from H. F. Seifert, Chief Plant Inspector,
Division of Plant Industry, Glen Ellyn, Ill. Some of the states
mentioned above are not entirely covered by these restrictions, and
to be fully posted you should secure a copy of the act with all
revisions. | he latest revision is No. 15, effective May 10th, 1937.

Regulation 10 covering general conditions governing inspec-
tion and issuance of certificates and permits reads as follows:

‘““(a) Persons intending to move or allow to be
moved interstate any of the articles, the movement of which
is restricted in regulations 5, 6 and 7, shall make application
for inspection and certification as far as possible in advance
of the probable date of shipment, specifying in the applica-
tion the article and quantity to be shipped, m>thod of ship-
ment, name and address of the consignor, and name and ad-
dress of the consignee.

(b) Applicants for inspection will be required to as-
semble the articles at such points as the inspector shall desig-
nate and so to place them that inspection may readily be
made; if not so placed, inspection may be refused. All
charges for storage, cartage and labor incident to inspection,
other than the services of the inspector, shall be paid by the
shipper.

(¢) Certificates and permits shall be used in connec-
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tion with the transportation of only those articles intended
to be covered thereby.

(d) Where the apparent absolute freedom from infes-
tation of any of the articles enumerated cannot be determined
by the inspector, certification will be refused.

(e) Permits may be issued for the interstate move-

ment of restricted articles by truck or other road vehicle from
a regulated area to another regulated area.”

There are fourteen regulations in this quarantine that should
be read. The penalty for infraction of the rules contained in this
quarantine is a fine not exceeding $500.00, or by imprisonment
not exceeding one year, or both, such fine and imprisonment in
the discretion of the court.

The eradication of this destructive beetle is a most important
matter and we feel sure every one of our members will co-operate
to the fullest extent.

® o o

Department of Registration

Dr. F. G. Brethour of 60 Woodlawn Ave. W., Toronto,
Ont., Can., submits the following new varieties for registration.
Originator’s descriptions used in each instance.

Dolly Varden (Brethour, 1937): Tall, strong growing
Jap. Color violet-pink, with violet-pink petaloids. Quite an
unusual color and much admired.

Vimy Ridge (Brethour, 1937): A bright pink, double,
large flowers, showing four blooms, much of a size, on one stem.
Strong grower. Very attractive variety. (See illustration. page
24.)

Josette (Brethour, 1937): A large, single variety, saucer-
shaped, with very wide and thick petals that holds its shape for
days. Opens soft pink, fades to clear white and when not dis-
budded the white central flower and the pink laterals makes a very
pretty combination. It has sturdy stems and is medium tall.
(See illustration, page 24.)
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Mr. Lyman D. Glasscock of R.F.D. No. 2, Elwood. lll.,
submits the following peony for registration.

Mahogany (Glasscock, 1937) : Chinensis X officinalis Otto
Froebel. Large, single, cup-shaped bloom of deep mahogany
color. Very early.

We urge every originator or hybridizer to take advantage of
this department to register their new peonies. In this way we
can avoid duplication of names. If you can send a good photo
of the flower it will assist in identification or help establish the
merit of the variety.

The variety, “Viking,” registered by the Interstate Nurseries
of Hamburg, lowa, was formerly used by Mr. Auten. See Bulle-
tin No. 65, Sept., 1936. It will therefore be necessary that this
later origination be rechristened to avoid duplication of names.

* ¢ o

Some suggestions for Regional
Vice Presidents

The work of the regional vice-president is one of the most im-
portant features that has been undertaken by the Society since its

inception.

There has been a feeling on the part of many members that
they have not been called upon to actively engage in the work of
the Society as they would like to do. The directors have con-
sidered this matter for a number of years and some years ago the
matter was given considerable thought but never put into actual

practice.

Being fully cognizant of the fact that the more interest and
enthusiasm we could arouse in the cause of the peony, and the
more workers we could put into the field to disseminate this infor-
mation, the quicker our plans for progress could be realized: your
directors have adopted the plan of regional districts, being super-
vised by regional vice-presidents. While each district works inde-
pendently under the supervision of the appointed director, we are
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all to work together in one common cause. We trust there will
be friendly rivalry between the various districts to see which onc
can accomplish the most good for the Society during the year of
1938. It is quite likely that these various districts will not get
properly organized to function smoothly and properly for some
little time, but we have faith and confidence in the leaders already
chosen to carry out our purpose.

The American Peony Society wishes to co-operate to the full-
est extent possible in assisting every district to put on a regional
show; ecstablish trial gardens: encourage the planting of more
peonies; offering prizes for worthy exhibits, and in any approved
way furthering the interest of anyone who appreciates this won-
derful and beautiful flower which we stand for. Your secretary
stands ready to assist you in making your plans for action, so feel
free to write. We will be glad to help you with suggestions as to
your schedules for regional shows. As some of them will doubt-
less be more pretentious than others, a set schedule will not be
applicable to all sections.

We have a good supply of back Bulletins which we can send
you if it will assist in securing new members or in any way help
you in your work. Somz of these Bulletins contain complete
schedules that could be modified to meet your requirements.

As to prizes, a membership in the American Peony Society
for one year may be given to a non-member of the Society. The
Peony Manual with Supplement can also be offered as a prize in
some worthy class. For the larger exhibits, the bronze medal of
the American Peony Society will be given. The matter of certifi-
cates of First Class and Honorable Mention will also be considered
at our next directors’ meeting with a view to having them awarded
to worthy, new originations. Certificates of participation may
also be granted. Awarding of ribbons, or roots and plants, which
can be obtained in the districts in which the shows are staged,
will also be found worthwhile. Cups, medals and other prizes
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can often be secured locally from enterprising merchants who can
be interested in the exhibition.

Here are some suggested committees which can be formed in
your particular district:

MEMBERSHIP: This is one of the most important to the
Society and one which we are particularly interested in. A meet-
ing could be called in some central location of your district. We
can supply you with some interesting slides of peonies in color to
interest the peony admirer. Possibly your committee can work
out a very unique method of handling this matter. As soon as it
is possible, your secretary contemplates furnishing you with the
names of former members in your territory with a view of re-
enlisting them in the cause. Many dropped out during the depres-
sion years and some of them can likely be induced to return to
the fold.

REGIONAL SHOW: To create interest in the peony is to dis-
play its beauty and merits to the public. In no better way can
this be accomplished than by staging displays, where the different
varieties may be studied and compared. In this way it will be
possible to put many to work and there is bound to be interest
created in the peony when one is so closely associated with it. We
will want reports of these regional shows for the Bulletin and in
this way all our members will be kept in touch with the progress

that is being made.

PuUBLICITY: This committee would have a big job on their
hands as this can cover a wide field. In some districts it may be
possible to have the use of broadcasting stations for a short period
of time to advertise regional shows or activities you may be en-
gaged in. Speakers could be secured for meetings who were con-
versant with the subject of peonies. Articles could be prepared
for local papers or magazines in such a manner that they would
be readily -accepted as news items. It is also likely they would
welcome articles on the peony for the garden section of their
publications.
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GARDEN ACTIVITIES: Another important field for progress
would be the forming of garden pilgrimages, to visit fine gardens
where peonies were displayed during the blooming season. To
study the peony in the field when in bloom. or even during its
development up to and including the time of blooming, is one of
the best ways to know your peonies. If you have no peony plant-
ings or gardens where peonies predominate, there would be an
excellent opportunity for the establishment of such a garden.

MATERIAL FOR BULLETIN: This committee could gather
essays, papers or any interesting information relating to the peony
from their particular district. Could suggest the type of material
they would like to see appear in the Bulletin. Obtain photo-
graphs of interesting peony plantings, gardens or people interested
in peonies. Secure dates and names of citics where peony shows
will be held during the year, and many other things that would
make the Bulletin more valuable.

MANUAL SALES: There are hundreds of peony lovers who
do not know the value of the Peony Manual, never having seen
it.  The Supplement, which is now” bound in each issue of the
Bulletin, brings the book up to 1933 and includes the very latest
ratings of the Society. With the cost of the Supplement, now a
part of the Manual, the book is sold below actual cost of produc-
tion. The directors are making this sacrifice in the cost of Bul-
letin to get it into as many hands as possible. 'The facts contained
in this Manual will never be out of date and information con-
tained within its many pages cannot be obtained from any other
source. The price is $3.00 per copy but if orders are received in
lots of six or more, we will make a substantial discount that will
repay for any effort expended in securing the sales. Write me, if
you are interested, for this splendid proposition.

OUTSTANDING VARIETIES: Both old and new can be re-
ported on and this will give us a line of the performance of the
different varicties in various parts of the country. Any species or
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hybrids, tree peonies and new peonies for rating would all come
under this heading. This committee should be composed of
people who know peonies and are good judges of quality and the
various attributes that go to make up a fine variety.

I have simply touched upon a few of the possible committees
that might be formed in your district. You may have in mind
others of equal importance but we have attempted to outline some
that are outstanding in our opinion, and in the opinion of the
directors of the Society. We want to give each member an oppor-
tunity for expression and a chance to work on committees, where
possible, thus enabling them to know we consider them an integral
part in the affairs of the Society.

Ve might add that it has been suggested by our treasurer
that we offer six yearly memberships for the price of five. This
should be something that the Membership Committee would be
glad to avail themselves of and we will be glad to extend this
privilege.

The districts as outlined on page 53 of Bulletin No. 68
does not show the state of Vermont, which should be included in
district No. 1. We know of some fine peonies being grown in
Vermont and it was an oversight in making up the original list,
which was made up from a small relief map of the United States
with the states faintly outlined.

The state of Florida should be included in district No. 4.
although we feel that little, if anything, can be done with the
peony in the state of Florida. We hope to receive a reminder
that we are wrong in this conjecture.

We will supply you with stationery, letterheads and en-
velopes that we will prepare shortly. Miscellaneous office expense
such as postage, etc., can be sent into the secretary's office for
voucher and payment through the regular channel.

Here is wishing you every success in your undertaking and
assuring you of full co-operation in anything that will work to
the good of the Society.
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Again, another milepost in the history of the American
Peony Society is drawing to a close. February 18th, 1938, the
Society will be 35 years old and we still have on our membership
roll some of the charter members of the Society.

This faithful devotion is a most worthy attribute to bestow
upon any single flower, and due to the satisfactory performance of
the peony it is surprising to me that more people have not ac-
cepted it as their ideal.

It is the week before Christmas and we have been burning
midnight oil to get copy to the printer so that the Bulletin will be
in your hands shortly after the New Year. With the special
holidays upon us, there is some likelihood of the issue being a
little later than we had planned, and even if our greetings may be
late in reaching you, nevertheless they convey the same warm and
sincere wishes for the New Year.

Our peony experiences were varied, some reporting the best
season that they have ever experienced, others having some diffi-
culty due to drought, heaving and adverse weather conditions over
which we have little control. Many shows were held in various
parts of the country and some splendid peonies were shown at all
of them.

Speaking of shows, I just want to remind you to mark down
the 15th and 16th of June on your calendar and make your plans
to make the trip to Lansing, Michigan, on those dates where you
will be given a great peony treat. The writer made a trip to
Lansing early in December and attended the first meeting of inter-
ested parties who will stage the show and was much impressed
with the deep intercst manifested by all present. Some of the
most important committees were talked over and chairmen ap-
pointed. Had it not been for the fact that the Legion was holding
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a state meeting and had arranged for the large hall in the Armory,
we would have set the dates for the 18th and 19th, which, we feel,
would have been more desirable. There is still a possibility that
some arrangement can be made for the later dates but until other-
wise informed, count on the 15th and 16th of June, 1938, for one
of the outstanding peony shows of the year. I can promise you
some surprises in peonies and there will be a number of new varie-
ties shown for the first time. More about this later.

What could be more fitting than to give a peony loving
friend a copy of the Manual or a membership in the American
Peony Society. Of course both would be the proper thing to do.

I take pleasure in quoting a portion of a letter recently re-
ceived from John A. Soule, K. C., of Hamilton, Ont.:

“Referring to your letter of July 2nd as to the advantages
of belonging to the American Peony Society, I now enclose my
check for $3.15 which will cover membership together with fif-
teen cents for exchange. I understand this will run through the
year 1938.

“I feel that the work of the Society should be encouraged
from my own experience, for prior to the show in Toronto in
June, 1936, I was growing some twenty-five peonies and did not
even know the name of many of them, as I had picked them up
locally. As a result of what I saw at that show and the study
I gave the subject, most of the varieties in my garden went into
the discard. In the fall of that year I planted some twenty-five
new ones and have completed my planting this fall, with the
result that I now have some sixty varieties, among them a few
singles and Japs. I enclose herewith a copy of my planting and
I think that you will agree with me that it is fairly good. Un-
fortunately I cannot add any more varieties on account of lack of
space, but I see room for improvement by elimination . . . .”

Mr. Soule’s letter was dated Oct. 20th and in his list are
such outstanding varieties as Alice Harding, A. B. Franklin, Mrs.
A. M. Brand, Mrs. J. V. Edlund, Kelway’'s Glorious and Le
Cygne in the whites. Philippe Rivoire, Daniel Boone, Long-
fellow, Aviator Lindberg and other good reds. T herese, Mme.
Jules Dessert, Victory Chateau T hierry, Phyllis Kelway, Hansina
Brand, Myrtle Gentry, Solange, E. C. Shaw, June Day and several
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others in the light pinks, and Walter Faxon, Mons. Jules Ele.
Martha Bulloch, Blanche King. Lady Kate, and a number of other
good dark pinks. His singles and Japs are all good. I have sug-
gested some additions as well as eliminations from his list and his
collection will soon be outstanding in that section.

Here 1s a splendid example of what a visit to a peony show
and a careful study of varieties can accomplish in a very short time.

A number of growers will soon be getting out their spring
catalogs. Can't you find a little space to call attention to the
American Peony Society and extend a membership invitation?
It will be appreciated and you will be doing a good deed for the
Society as well as laying the foundation for future sales of your
own product. We are anxious to see a marked growth in member-
ship during the coming year. You might offer the Manual.
Write the secretary for a special concession to dealers. It will be
worth your trouble.

We are advised by A. J. Pratt in Gardener's Chronicle
( American) that 100 Ibs. of sand will absorb 25 lbs. of water:
100 Ibs. of clay will absorb 50 lbs. of water: 100 1bs. of humus
(organic matter) will absorb 190 lbs. of water. It is easy to
deduct that by adding manure and plowing under green vegeta-
tion, we increase the water holding capacity of the soil. This is
an important matter to consider and worth jotting down in our
book of things to remember.

We have recently received notice of the passing of Rev.
Charles E. S. Rasay of Little Falls, N. Y., who has been a member
of the Society for nearly 20 years. He died February 6th, 1937,
but notice was not sent my office until October 3rd. If our mem-
bers will advise this office promptly of any deaths of members, we
can give due notice. Any change in addresses should also be re-
ported to my office promptly so you will not miss a single issue¢
of the Bulletin.

I know you will all be glad to read a message from our
President. 1 hope a large number will carry out his suggestions
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and secure new members as well as dispose of the Peony Manuals.
I am pleased to report the addition of a number of new members
recently. Hope the good work continues.

Mr. Kelsey tells us in an interesting manner his “‘Fun With
Seedlings.”” I know of a large number of members who are also
having an interesting time with seedlings. Some of us may take
it too seriously. Let us have more articles like Mr. Kelsey's.

Mr. J. W. Frenz would like to know ‘“What is the Best
Fertilizer for Peonies.”” Most of us have our own thoughts in the
matter and they are considerably at variance. Here is an oppor-
tunity to give your views and if you can back them up by results,
so much the better. While the question is fresh in your mind and
as the winter evenings are long, won’t you jot down your views
and send them in to me. [ will take care of the rest. We should
get some interesting and instructive replies.

Information about the Lansing, Mich., National Show has
already been mentioned and will be mentioned again in forthcom-
ing issues of the Bulletin. We want you to have a part in making
this an outstanding show. Plan now to be present with an ex-
hibit if you can, at least be there in person.

As promised in a former Bulletin, we have given in this issue
a brief history of some of our new regional vice-presidents. We
hope to have more for the next issue but cannot promise for we
find them extremely modest when it comes to writing an account
of their activities. When we personally know how aggressive
some of them are in furthering the interest of the peony, and how
easy it is to talk about peonies, we are somewhat at a loss to ac-
count for the briefness of their biographies. We are hopeful that
when they make a report of their year's activities for the Society,
it may be one worth waiting for.

Mr. Bernstein has brought up a question that is asked many
times each season at our local peony shows. Discussion on this
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subject i1s invited. His argument- of putting blush pink into the
white class is logical. I hope we hear from a number of our mem-
bers on this subject. - '

Mr. Coles has described in detail a new red peony seedling
that we feel sure Mr. Knipe will show at ‘Lansing, Mich., this
coming June as he expects to -be there with a display. We have
had the pleasure of seeing the type of bloom he exhibits and I can
assure you he is to be reckoned with in any class he sees fit to enter.
This brief article appeared in the Florists’ Review of October 7th.

Peonies for the south is a subject many of us are interested
in and Mr. Kriek in the Florists’ Review gave a splendid article on
this very line of thought. His list of recommended varieties is
rather brief and we would like to hear from athers who have had
personal experience in the grawing of peonies,. who cauld enlighten
us still further with an extended list of varieties that do well in
the south.

We have had a number of requests for a Iist of the member-
ship and present it in this issue. We have not taken the time to
separate it as to states or countries. Some member who wants this
information will oblige me by sending in a typewritten compila-
tion of the same. I got all I wanted in typing the original list.
The printing of the membership was a last minute decision as it
costs us several dollars to print and is of little value to most of our
members. However, you will be able to know your fellow mem-
bers and that compensates, to a large measure, any monetary out-
lay we have been obligated to assume. We are hoping that we
may greatly add to this list before the end of 1938. The depres-
sion took a heavy toll and we feel there are many hundred peony
lovers who would be glad to belong if they had an invitation from
some member. Your secretary will attempt to enlist them if you
will furnish their name and address. Let every peony lover make
a resolve to add at least one new member to the Society during
the coming year. If you want a copy or more of some of the back
Bulletins to help you put your cause across more convincingly. we
will be glad to furnish them to you.
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Dr. Brethour tells us of a few peonies that were especially
attractive in his garden this year. We are glad to have some illus-
trations to show you what some of the varieties looked like. We
are glad to know that he experienced a splendid season.

The Japanese beetle is a subject of considerable importance
and while it is brought to the attention of commercial growers,
some amateur growers who wish to transport peonies from one sec-
tion of the country to another may not know how important it is
to first secure certificates of inspection before shipments can be made
without serious consequences being experienced. See article on this
subject, page 29.

I have before me a letter from one of our most active mem-
bers from which I quote as follows. His letter is dated Nov. 3rd:

““About two weeks ago I sent a box of peonies to my
friend— . . . . A few days ago I got a letter from the U. S. De-
partment of Agriculture, Bureau of Plant Quarantine, telling me
that I had violated the Japanese beetle quarantine by shipping out
of the state. (The state in question is one of the quarantined
districts.)

““Had T been actively engaged in the peony business, I un-
doubtedly would have known of this, but, as an amateur, it never
occurred to me that I didn't have every right to send all the peonies
I wanted to my friends. I am not disposed to kick at this law
or regulation as the Japanese beetle must be exterminated. Next
year I shall ask for an inspection of my garden by an Inspector of
the Department of Agriculture, as I want the privilege of sending
peonies to any of my friends who may want them. Suggest that
you quote the salient parts of the regulations, give the names of the
states quarantined and warn against the shipping of peonies from
any of these states unless an Inspector of the Department of Agri-
culture gives his permission.”

We are glad to pass on the information referred to and hope
it may be the means of avoiding trouble in the future for anyone
desiring to ship peonies from the quarantined section. This quar-
antine is not for peonies alone, but all kinds of plants or shrubs
where the beetle might be transported in the plant or packing.
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The Department of Regisiration contains somz new names
of new peonies. We are glad to have:'som: illusirations 1o ac-
company the descriptions. This would fac:litate greatly 1n coa-
veying to our readers the true likeness of the flower bett:r than any
word picture could paint.

The officers and directors of the Society.' including our newly
elected regional vice-presidents, are very hopeful for the coming
year 1938, and I feel that I am expressing the thought of each of
them when I extend to you the season’s greetings. It is our sincer:
hope that the clouds of uncertainty, rumors of war, and the wars
that are now actively being waged, with the loss of thousands of
innocent and defenseless people, may be dissipated by thz che:r
that the season brings, with a renewal of friendliness and good
will to others which basically unites us all in one common cause.
The God of greed has no place in human affairs and his presence
always means trouble, war and bloodshed where nations are in-
volved, and unfair practices, suffering and privation where th:
individual is concerned.

Following out a plan carried out in 1936, you will find
an insert with a seasonable request. Our response to this request
was most pleasing and we hop: for a repetition. It will be an
easy matter to remove this slip from your Bulletin without in-
juring it in any way. We have not changed the wording from
our previous request as we feel it covers the ground.

What a thrill we would get out of having szveral hundred
responses to this request. We need dues to enable us to go ahead
with our plans of improving the Bulletin. We want many more
illustrations that cost considerable to secure.

We want articles relating to the peony. We will have room
in the March Bulletin for a number more articles. Who will be
the first to contribute? Don’t feel that they have to be technical
for such is not the case. We prefer articlzs that are not technical.

We started to compile these Bulletins with No. 19.  This
issue is No. 70 that the Society has published. All contributions,
have been voluntary, making it considerably more difficult to
secure. Had we a fund to pay for articles, we might get more of
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them but they could not be better, in most cases; as our articles
are written by people who love the peony and grow it with no
thought of remuneration. It is this close acquaintance with their
chosen flower that enables them to give their experiences in a
pleasing manner. I hope to be able to report in the next Bulle-
tin that I have received material in the way of articles sufficient
for two or more issues. Delays in the issuing of the Bulletin
are generally a result of insufficient material to complete the num-
ber. Have a heart in this matter and let us have a letter or
article from you for the forthcoming Bulletins. We attempt,
as far as possible, to prevent reprints from other publications.
but some of them are so timely and worthwhile that we feel we
must present them to our readers.

We are happy, indeed, that we have been permitted to serve
the Society all these years. It will be our constant endeavor to
merit this consideration by loyalty and devotion to a cause that
is near and dear to all peony lovers. We are hopeful that the
year just ahead will prove one of the outstanding peony years
in the history of the American Peony Society and that many
peony lovers who are not now members may join our forces for
the advancement of our chosen flower.

Just as we were about to mail copy of material for this Bul-
letin, the mail man delivered the splendid article prepared by our
new director, Mr. J. F. Styer of Concordville, Pa. We hope
this article will bring out your views in the various subjects men-
tioned. I am sure Mr. Styer’s article will be food for thought as
it has brought up some matters that have received scant, if any,
attention in the past. There are several new angles to consider
and we hope we may have some comments for the March issue.
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LIST OF MEMBERS OF THE AMERICAN PEONY
SOCIETY AS OF JANUARY 1, 1938

Abramson, Mrs. C. G.

2309 S. Kenneth Ave.. Chicago, Il
Albin, Mrs. W. L.

4621 South Street. Lincoln, Ncb.
Alder, T. P.

96 Llewellyn Rd.. Montclair, N. J.
Allison, T. H.

11 Ridgeway Rd., Auburndale, Mass.
American Iris Society

821 Washington Loan % Trust

Bldg.. Washington, D. C.
Anderson. Wm.

White Bear Ave., R. R.

Paul. Minn.
Arenius, Arthur A.

59 Bliss Road, Longmeadow, Mass.
Arp, Henry

Box 334, Williamsburg, lowa

Arras, Erich

2. N. St

Foreign Office. Tallinn. Estonia.
Europe
Ashley, R. V.
172 Grand Blvd., Battle Creek. Mich.
Auten, B. C.

Oronogo Flower Gardens. Carter-
ville, Mo.
Auten, Edward. Jr.
Princeville. Ill.
Babcock, Geo. W.
1205 E. Washington St.. Louisville,
Ky.
Bacon. Nathaniel
R.FE.D. 1. Box 90. Fairfax, Va.
Bailey, E. W.
Naches, Wash.
Baleer. I.. D.
114 W. Grove St.. Kendallville, Ind.
Balmoral Gardens
(Jos. A. Standenbaur)
5356 N. Sawyer Ave.. Chicago. Il
Barclay, Mrs. John
320 W. Piusburg St.. Greensburg,
Pa.

Barron. l.eonard. [Editor Flower
Grower. 2049 Grand Central Ter-
minal. New York City. N. Y.

Bass, Floyd
New Augusta. Ind.

Bath. R. H.. L.dd..

Wisbech, ngland.
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Bauckham, Charles
372 Bay Street. Toronto. Can.

Bayer, Harry W.
Winfield, W. Va.
Becker. E. W.
Excelsior, Minn.
Beckmann, H. T.
152 Boyd Ave.. Van Wert, Ohio
Bell, Mrs. J. D.
Lock Box G. Hillsdale.
Ciy. N. Y.
Benedict. W. S., Altha Hall Gardens
2013 N. Adams St.. Clarendon. Va.

Benes. Edw. J.
3412 W. 84th St., Chicago. Il
Bennett, J. H.
178 Bayfield St.. Barrie. Ontario,
Can.
Berger. G. A.
Van Weit. Ohio
Berkman. Miss Charlotte
1020 W. Upsal St.. Germantown,
Pa.
Berneche. E. J.
R.R. 6. Box 504. Portland. Ore.

Bernctein. J. W.

2344 Washington St.. Lincoln. Neb.
Bichop. W. H.

Ely, Nev.
Blume. J. W.

Valley City, N. D.
Bockstoce. W. S.

2903 Bergman St.. Piusburgh, Pa.
Bochland, G. J.

R.R. 7. Corey’'s Bluff. Rockford. 11l
Boehm. F. J.

503 E. Monroe. Kirkwood., Mo.
Bongers, J. A.

413 N. Sheridan Av.. Ottumwa. la.
Bonnewitz. Lee R.

108 W. Main St.. Van Wert, Ohio
Bowie. Mrs. James R.

7th and Oak Sts., St. Charles. 1l

Boyd. Mrs. John O.
1214 2nd St. S. W., Roanoke. Va.

Boyle, Wm. H.
799 S. Smith Ave.. St. Paul. Minn.

Boynton, Wilfred 1..
59 Montwere St., Brandford, Conn.
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Brand, A. M.
Brand Peony Farms, Faribault. Minn.
Brander. Dr. J. F.
10652 81st Ave., Edmonton, Can.
Brant, Mrs. Ruth H.
4320 Central Ave., Western Springs,
1L
Brethour, Dr. F. G.
60 Woodlawn Ave. W.. Toronto.
Can.
Brewster, Mrs. Walter S.
Covin Tree. L.ake Forest, Ill.
Brooklyn Botanic Gardens, Library.
Brooklyn. N. Y. (Complimentary)
Brookens. Mrs. E. A.
Taylorville, Il1.
Brouillette, Mrs. Jean de C.
3 Newport Road. Cambridge. Mass.
Brown, Mrs. Lee
1821 West St., Topeka, Kans.
Brown, Wm.
Box 13. Elora, Ont., Can.
Bryant ¥ Son, Arthur (Bryant’s Nur-
series), Princeville, Ill.
Buffalo Museum of Natural Sciences
Humboldt Parkway, Buffalo, N. Y.
Bunn, C. W,
549 Portland Ave., St. Paul, Minn.
Burroughs. Mortimer
Conway Road, Clayton, Mo.
Burt, F.
Boswell, Ind.

Cady, A. B.

451 Park Ave., Waverly, N. Y.
Calkins, E. E.

Ann Arbor. Mich.. R.R. 4

Carpenter, T. E.
Arcade and County Rd.. St. Paul,
Minn,
Carter, J. E.
Guelph. Ontario. Can.
Carver, G. L.
Kearney. Neb.
Castle, Miss M. S.
Meadowvale, Ont.. Can.
Castle, Jr., Mrs. W. R.
2200 S St.. Washington, D. C.
Cejn. Dr. Karel, Botanical Institute
Charles University, Praha. Czecho-
slovakia, Europe
Chalfant, Miss Eleanor McC.
5028 Morewood Pl. Pittsburgh. Pa.
Chauvin, Mrs. Hubert E.
60 Gramercy Park N., New York
City, N. Y.
Christman, W. F.
Northbrook, Ill.
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Chruden. Mrs. R. J.
2435 Branch St.. Duluth, Minn.

Churcher, George
Beckworth, Linfield, Haywards
Heath, Sussex. England

Claybaugh, H. W,
Franklin, Pa.

Clark, C. M.

Teepee Creek. Alberta. Can.
Cobb, W. R.

R.R. 1, Box 318, Louisville. Ky.
Coit, Prof. J. Elliott,

P. O. Box 197. Vista, Calif.

Colegrove, John 1.
Columbus, Warren City, Pa.

Coles, W. W.
413 S. Philipps St., Kokomo. Ind.

Coleman Gardens (R. V. Coleman)
Box 24, Multnomah, Ore.

Connors, C. H.
Agr. Exp. Sta., New Brunswick,
N. J

Connecticut State College Library
Storrs, Conn.

Conway, Dr. John A.
5 Hakes Ave., Hornell. N. Y.

Cook, A. L.
Ottawa, Kans.
Cook. W. W,
1131 N. 2nd St., Clinton, lowa

Cooper, Dr. H. C.
206 N. E. 31st Ave., Portland. Ore.

Cottage Gardens. The
2501 W. Saint Joseph St., Lansinng,
Mich.

Cranfield, W. B.
East Lodge. Enfield Chase, Middle-
sex. England

Crawford, R. S.
1435 Wagar Ave.. l.akewood. Ohio

Creager. Warren O.
Sumner, Iowa

Crenshaw, Dr. John L.
Mayo Clinic. 832 9th Ave. S. W,
Rochester, Minn. ’

Crowninshield, Mrs. F. B.
164 Marlborough St.,
Mass.

Curran. George Bryan
Orillia. Ontario, Can.

Currier, Mrs. E. C.

2115 Summit Ave., Sioux City, Ia.

Day. Mrs. Warren F.

4300 South St.. Lincoln, Neb.

Boston,
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de Gersdorff, Mrs. C. A.

3 E. 73td St., New York City, N. Y.

De Haven. James
R. F. D. 2. Glenshaw, Pa.

Del Curo. Charles C.

1436 Cole St., San Francisco, Cal.

De Leuw, Chas. L.

4629 Dupont Ave. S.. Minneapolis,
Minn.

Dewey. Charles R.

30 Cross St., Gardner, Mass.

Dintelman, Louis :

State Street Road. Belleville, Ill.

Doherty, Wm. J.

50 Campbell St., Woburn, Mass.

Dominion Horticultural Society, The
(M. B. Davis) Central Exp. Farm,
Ottawa, Can.

Dominion Experimental Station (W.
R. Leslie, Supt.), Morden. Mani-
toba, Can.

Domoto, Toichi

26591 Sorensen l.ane. Hayward,
Cal.
Dowler, J. W.

R. R. 2, Columbia Falls, Mont.
Drake. Franklin M.

1017 Kentucky Home Life Bldg..

Louisville, Ky.
Drew. D. J. C.

771 Boulevard, Westfield, N. J.
Drews. Roy F.

5244 W. Florissant, St. Louis, Mo.
Drowns, Grover

107 W. Moose St., St. Joseph, Mo.
Duluth Peony and Iris Society

2019 E. 6th St., Duluth, Minn.
DuMont, Mrs. W. G.

676 44th St., Des Moines, lowa
DuPont, H. F.

Winterthur, Del.
Eddy, Mrs. James A.

27 First St., Troy. N. Y.
Fdens. K. T.

Halls, Tenn.
Eliason. Thos. W.

Chestertown, Md.
Emigholz. Mrs. J. F.

Montgomery and Fuclid Roads.

Cincinnati, Ohio
Emrick, Henry G.

1625 Princeton Rd., Richmond. Va.
[pple. W. F.

311 Sylvia St.. W. L.a Fayette, Ind.
FFarrar. Guy

Jarbalo. Kans.
I‘ay. Wilton B.

“Ridgeholm.”

Medford. Mass.

49 Wyman St., W.

Fergus, James
211 3rd St.. W. Newton, Pa.
Fernald, Benj. G.
Wicomico, Va.
Ferrier, Wm. J.
La Crosse. Ind.
Fishburn, Junius P.
P. O. Box 2531, Roanoke, Va.
Flory. Wilmer B.
Hillsdale Gardens, Logansport. Ind.
Follmer. Mark H.
150-40 27th Ave.. Flushing. N. Y.
Foster, Wm. T., 144 Pleasant St..
Arlington, Mass.
Frank, Paul L.
Crestline. Ohio
Franklin, A. B.
61st and Portland Ave.. Minneapo-
lis, Minn.
Freeborn, Mrs. Mary E. G.
Proctor, Vt.
Frenz. J. W.
Baraboo, Wis.
Fuermann. Miss Eugenia
523 Winsor St., Jamestown, N. Y.
Funk. Mrs. Deane
McLean, IIL
Galt Horticultural Society
Galt, Ontario
Gamble, G. A.
7339 La Veta Ave.. St. Louis, Mo.
Ganser, Joseph B.
éOO E. Freedley St., Morristown.
2.
Gardner, H. E.
805 Bancroft Ave.. Lansing. Mich.
Garner. Samuel
4303 N. Kostner Ave., Chicago. Ill.

Garrison, E. M.

¢/o Davis Peony Farms. Quinton,

Salem City, N. J.
Gelser Brothers

Dalton, N. Y.
Gibson, Chas. E.

326 Highland St.,

Mass.
Gilmore, Hon. Hugh

47 E. Front St.. Williamsport. Pa.
Gilmore, Mrs. Robert

East Water St., Muncy, Pa,
Gillmore. Isabel Mace

307 W. 3rd Ave.. Saint John, Kans.
Glasscock, Lyman D.

R. R. 2. Elwood. Il
Glenn, Dr. L. C.

2111  Garland Ave.,

Tenn.

W. Newton.

Nashville.
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Goddard, R. W.

431 14th Ave S. W., Rochester. N.
Y.

Goldhaber, Jack
832 Asbury Terrace. Philadelphia.
Pa.

Gorman, L. F.

38 Euclid Ave.,
Can.

Green. Eldred E.
2334 W. 110th St.. Chicago, Il

Gowe, Chas. L.

4211 S. 19th St.. Omaha. Neb.

Gowen, Mrs. A. S.

1020 Davern Ave.. St. Paul, Minn.

Graham, Dr. Christopher
Rochester, Minn.

Graham, Mrs. G. A.

81 Lincoln St.. Englewood. N. J.

Grant, Dr. Henry Lee
810 Starks Bldg., Louisville, Ky.

Graves, Henry B.

1430 Granger Ave.,
Mich.

Gray 8 Cole
1269 Boston Rd., Ward Hill. Mass.

Greaves, G, H.

2200 Doswell Ave., St. Paul. Minn.

Green, F. L.

Greenwood, Ontario. Can.

Geen?, Ryland W.
161 Rose l.ane. P.
Faverford, Pa.

Gumm, W. L.
Reminoton, Ind.

Guntz, John
900-902 6th St.. Merrill, Wis.

Gupny. Benj. W.

Ottawa. Ontario.

Ann Arbor,

O. Box 492,

52 Stratford Road., Melrose. Mass.
Haberman, Ben

Jefferson, Wis.
Hager, Mrs. Richard G.

3443 Hawthorne Place. St. L ouis.

Mo.

Hammersley, Chas. E.
4071 N. Farwell Ave.. Milwaukee,
Wis.

Hampton, Chas. M.
R.F.D. 1, Hamburg. N. Y.
Winter address: 2706 st
Bradenton. Fla.

Hanley, Dr. J. P.
15 Church St.,
Conn.

Hanshew, Bernard. R.R. 1,
Va.

Harbour, Mrs. F. L.
374 S. 21st St., San Jose. Cal.

Ave.,

Stafford Springs,

Mcl.ean,
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Harmel Peony Co.
Berlin, Md. :

Harris. Mrs. Arthur .

1509 Ponce de Leon Ave.
Atlanta, Ga.

Harrison's Nurseries
Berlin, Md.

Harrison, Joseph R.
Columbia City, Ind.

Harshbarger, W. A.

1401 College Ave., Topeka, Kans.

Hart, Geo. E.

Hart’s Nurseries, P. O. Box 385,
Hempstead Ave., Lynbrook, N. Y.
Haupt, Mrs. Daisy G.
R. F. D. 4, Frederick. Md.
Haydon, Mrs. W. H.
Roderwood, Md.

Hazen, Annie D.

White River Junction, Vt.

Helterline. Geo. A.

Box 185, Plains, Mont.

Heim, Mrs. Raymond G.

126 E. Main St., Lancaster. N. Y.

Henderson, Mrs. M. S.
801 9th Ave. S. W.,
Minn.

Hendrickson, I. S.
Jamesport, Long Island, N. Y,

Hicks Nurseries
Westbury, Long Island, N. Y.

Higgins, Thos. F.

79 Hemmingway St.,
Mass.

Hill. Howard M.

R. R. 1., L.afontaine. Kans.

Hllcboe. H. S.

815 S. Prairie Av.. Sioux Falls, S. D.

Ilimes. Dr. A. B.
642 S. Washington St.. Van Wert,
Ohio

Hodson, Edgar A.
Box 146, Conway, Ark.

Hoctzer, Otto P.

General Delivery, Ft. Wayne, Ind.

Holcomb., Miss Anne F.

204 S. l.incoln St.. Hinsdale, Il

Holt, W. C.

Dyer, Tenn.

Home Garden Club (Mrs. A. W.
Holdrcth, Treas.)., 4519 Bryant St.,
Denver, Colo.

Honeywell, Prof. Earl R.
Department of Floriculture. Purdue
University, Lafayette, Ind.

Hook. Z. R.

1215 Kearney St.. Manhattan, Kans.

Hoopes, 1.. L.

Astoria, 11l

N. E.

Rochester,

Winchester,
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