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JUNE, 1936

Sunshine and Peonies

By SAMUEL GARNER, Chicago, Ill.

The sunshine and Peonies
That meet in my back yard

Are a source of joy in the month of June,
That nothing can retard.

Each morning as I venture out
Beyond my garden gate,

I find new thrills in every flower
That greets me as I wait.

The Iris fans are numerous,

And rightly so, I ween;
But give to me the Peonies

In the garden of my dreams.

There are those who love their Roses,
And think nothing can excel;

But give to me the Peonies
That grow where I love to dwell.

The Hollyhocks and Lilies
Are lovely to behold;

But the Peonies are my favorites,
They have me—body and soul.

3
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One Hundred Peonies in Who's Who

By A. B. Capby, Waverly, N. Y.

I am sending an alphabetical list of the one hundred highest rated
peonies with comments.

Let us see the new list. We may not agree with every rating but
time will iron that out all right.

This little list is the exact assortment we would all like in our little
35x35 foot garden.

I will venture to say that fifty may be had at an average price of $1.
The next fifty will be another story. Doubtful if the three tree peonies
will be soon offered at $50.

I have spent about 15 years and several dollars in acquiring that first
fifty and still have a keen desire for the others.

With peonies as with people we have respect for those in Who's
Who but we give our affections to those we know are true blue.

In the eighties there are peonies of every type of such wonderful
beauty that the craving of every soul should be satisfied.

Even in the almost discarded 70’s there are good peonies. 1 would
rather have Archie Brand or Edulis Superba than Milton Hill.

Statistics in the Nineties

In the descriptive list of Chinese Peonies in the 1928 Manual there
are seventy-nine varieties rated at 9.0 or better; of these there were set
back by the 1933 symposium twenty-four varieties. Three are advanced
to the ninety class by the 33 rating:

Mary B. Vories, listed 8.7, now 9.00.
Nippon Beauty, . . ., now 9.38.
Silvia Saunders, listed 8.7, now 9.04

The 1933 symposium rates forty-two at 9.00 or higher—this leaves
exactly one hundred in the Four Hundred class.

This list includes three tree peonies and the officinalis hybrid Chal-
lenger. The future will give us many more tree peonies and doubtless
other desirable species crosses.

Of the older fifty-eight 30 are U. S. introductions, 16 are from
France, § from England and 7 are the orphan Japanese. I have never
seen the highest rated Jap., Kukeni Jishi, 9.5, but the other six are beau-
tiful and deserve their rating.
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The more recently introduced group of forty-two are all natives
except 4 from France, 2 from Canada, as much American as any.

All were introduced since the beginning of the twentieth century
with only four exceptions:

9.0 Baroness Schroeder (Kelway, 1889).
9.3 Festiva Maxima (Miellez, 1851).
9.0 Milton Hill (Richardson, 1891).
9.2 Mons. Jules Elie (Crousse, 1888).

In the first symposium of 1916 Germaine Bigct, 8.6, received the
highest number of votes, 17. (Threw it down the creek.) In this vot-
ing thirteen peonies were rated 9.00 or better, five of these are no longer
among the 90’s and one, Belisaire, is discarded.

Second symposium, 1919, Festiva Maxima, 9.3, leads with 40 votes.

Third symposium, 1921, Festiva Maxima again leads with 84 votes
and no change in rating. The majority can’t be wrong but I will never
give it more than an 8.5. (Believe this is a case of an attractive name
making the variety popular.)

1925 symposium gives to Henry Avery, 8.8, the most votes—a total
of 23. (Beautiful—one of my favorites.)

In the last symposium, 27 votes for Alice Harding, 9.39, leads the
list. (Wonder if France will give us another as good in the next war.)

List of One Hundred Peonies Rated 9.0 or Higher

9.51—A. B. Franklin (Franklin, 1928) .. .. e 9 votes
9.39—Alice Harding (Lemoine, 1922) ... . ... 27 votes
9.06—Anna Sass (Sass, 1930) . ... S 5 votes
9.20—Ama-No-Sode (Japan) ... . . .

9.07—Argosy, lutea x moutan (Saunders, 1928) ... . ... 3 votes

9.00—Baroness Schroeder (Kelway, 1889)__. .

9.25—Challenger, albiflora x officinalis (Saunders, 1929) ... ... 4 votes
9.27—Charm (Franklin, 1931) ... .. ... 9 votes
9.21—Chief (Franklin, 1931). U 8 votes
9.10—Cornelia Shaylor (Shaylor, 1917) . .
9.35—Dr. J. H. Neeley (Good and Reese, 1930) e 6 VOLES
9.18—Duluth (Franklin, 1931) __ - S 8 votes
9.10—Edwin C. Shaw (Thurlow, 1919)

9.20—E. B. Browning (Brand, 1907) . e e
9.18—Elsa Sass (Sass, 1930) _. e e . $ VOUES
9.18—Empress of Britain (Norton, 1930) SO § votes
9.30—Festiva Maxima (Miellez, 1851) ... ...
9.10—Frances Willard (Brand, 1907) ... . . . . ..

9.45—Franklin’s Pride (Franklin, 1931) .. . .. 11 votes
9.2 —Fuyajo (Unknown Jap.). ... .. . ..

9.06—Gloriana (Neeley, 1918) . . 10 votes
9.00—Gopher Beauty (Franklin, 1923) . .. S 5 votes
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9.2 —Grace Loomis (Saunders, 1920) ...............
9.03—Hakodate (Millet, Jap.) ..
9.04—Hansina Brand (Brand, 1925) e
9.13—Henry Webster (Franklin, 1928) .. . .. ...
9.3 —Isani Gidui (Unknown Jap.) .. .. .
9.0 —Japanese Fairy (Secor, 1924)_. ... . ... . .. . ...
9.0 —Jap Giant (Franklin, 1933).___
9.06—Jean Ann (Franklin, 1928) e
9.2 —]Jeannot (Dessert, 1918) el
9.50—Judge Snook (Good and Reese, 1930)
9.07—June Day (Franklin, 1920) . SO
9.0 —Katharine Havemeyer (Thurlow, 1921)
9.8 —Kelway’s Glorious (Kelway, 1909)
9.5 —Kukeni-Jishi (Unknown Jap.)... B
9.1 —Lady Alexandra Duff (Kelway, 1902)
9.2 —La Fee (Lemoine, 1906) .. - e
9.0 —La France (Lemoine, 1901) ......... e e
9.06—La Lourraine, lutea x moutan (Lemome 1913)
9.9 —Le Cygne (Lemoine, 1907) ... o
9.0 —Longfellow (Brand, 1907) ... . .
9.03—Loren Franklin (Franklin, 1931) .. L
9.00—Lucile Hartman (Franklin, 1931) ... . .. .. .. .. _
9.0 —Mabel L. Franklin (Franklin, 1920) =
9.05—Madam Butterfly (Franklin, 1933) ,,,,,
9.1 —Martha Bulloch (Brand, 1907) .
9.00—Mary B. Vories (Vories, 1924) ... .
9.0 —Mary Woodbury Shaylor (Shaylor, 1916)
9.19—Matilda Lewis (Saunders, 1921) ... ... . ...
9.0 —Milton Hill (Richardson, 1891) _. S
9.35—Minuet (Franklin, 1931) .
9.25—Miss Minneapolis (Franklm, 1931) _____
9.4 —Mme. Jules Dessert (Dessert, 1909)
9.2 —Mons. Jules Elie (Crousse, 1888).... ... ... ... ...
9.41—Mrs. A. B. Franklin (Franklin, 1928) .. .. ___
9.04—Mrs. A. M. Brand (Brand, 1925)... . e e
9.30—Mrs. A. O. Norton (Norton, 1928) ...
9.2 —Mrs. C. S. Minot (Minot, 1914) ... . . . ..
9.05—Mrs. Deane Funk (Brand, 1928) .. ... . B
9.3 —Mrs. Edward Harding (Shaylor, 1918) ... S
9.0 —Mrs. Eugene Secor (Secor, 1924)_. S
9.38—Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt (Franklm, 1933)
9.10—Mrs. John M. Good (Good and Reese, 1929)
9.44—Mrs. J. V. Edlund (Edlund, 1929) ... ... . .
9.30—Mrs. W. L. Gumm (Gumm, 1929) ... .. ...
9.06—Myrtle Gentry (Brand, 1925) ... L
9.18—Nick Shaylor (Allison, 1931) ... .. . . . .. . R
9.10—Nimbus (Andrews, 1923) . ... . . . .
9.38—Nippon Beauty (Auten, 1927)..... ...
9.0 —Nina Secor (Secor, 1922) .. .
9.01—Odile (Doriat, 1928) ... ;
9.2 —Philippe Rivoire (Rivoire, 191 l)
9.0 —Phyllis Kelway (Kelway, 1908) .
9.38—President F. D. Roosevelt (Franklln, 1933)
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9.3 —President Wilson (Thurlow, 1918) .. . .

9.09—Priscilla Alden (Roberts, 1928) ... . . . 9 votes
9.0 —Purple Cup (Secor, 1924) .. . 1 vote
9.28—Ramona (Franklin, 1928) . .. 6 votes
9.0 —Raoul Dessert (Dessert, 1910) ... ... ...

9.0 —Resplendent (Franklin, 1931) .. . __ 6 votes

9.0 —Rosa Bonheur (Dessert, 1905) .. ... e
9.1 —Rose Shaylor (Shaylor, 1920) ... . . . .
9.0 —bSarah Bernhardt (Lemoine, 1906). ... . . ... .
9.1 —Sarah K. Thurlow (Thurlow, 1921) .. . _
9.04—Silvia Saunders (Saunders, 1921) ... .. ... .
9.12—Snowball (Franklin, 1933) . 6 votes
9.7 —Solange (Lemoine, 1907) ... .
9.0 —Some Ganoko (Unkown Jap.) ... ... ..
9.1 —Souvenir de Louis Bigot (Dessert, 1913) ...
9.16—Souv. de Maxime Cornu (lutea x moutan, Henry, 1919) . .. 8 votes
9.4 —Tamate-Boku (Unknown Jap.) ... .. ..
9.8 —Therese (Dessert, 1904) ... e
9.1 —Thomas C. Thurlow (Thurlow, 1919) ... .
9.0 —Toro-no-maki (Unknown Jap.) ... .. .
9.4 —Tourangelle (Dessert, 1910) ... .. ... ... ... ...
9.3 —Walter Faxon (Richardson, 1904) ... . . S
9.0 —White Lady (Kelway, 1900) ... ... ... ..
9.07—VWinnie Winkle (Franklin, 1931) .. ... e e 9 votes
9.33—W. L. Gumm (Gumm, 1929) 4 votes

The votes are given where less than ten are recorded as we are led to
believe that varieties with a light vote may be reconsidered. See Professor
Saunders’ introduction to the 1933 symposium.

Som——)

On the Rating of Peonies

By BEnyamMiN WiLDER GurPY

A scale of points for judging cut flowers at a show is one thing.
A scale of points for giving a variety a rating mark is something entire-
ly different. The former is to aid the judges in coming to an intelligent
decision regarding the relative excellence of the various entries in a given
class. The latter is to give a certain variety a definite place in the scale
of excellence.

Exclusive of commercial considerations we grow and buy flowers for
the pleasure their beauty gives us both out of doors and in. Their ap-
pearance on the show table is of secondary consideration.

Shows are necessary for educational purposes and for stimulation of
interest, but the person who grows flowers solely for the purpose of win-
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ning prizes is to be pitied. Moreover, some blossoms that appear to ad-
vantage on the show table are valueless in the garden or as cut flowers.

It is to be regretted that there is no information on the rating of
peonies in the “Manual.” There has appeared in various publications a
scale of points for judging cut peonies, adopted by the American Peony
Society. Has this scale also been used in giving the present ratings to the
different varieties? This scale contains an item for “Distinctiveness” (15
points) which seems to be out of place. Distinctiveness should be con-
sidered only for such classes as Bouquet, Vase, Basket or other arrange-
ment for Effect and in these classes an entirely different scale of marking
should be employed from that used in judging cut blooms. Distinctive-
ness means a difference, which calls for a comparison with something else.
Surely each variety should be rated solely on its own merits.

There seems to be a relation between the shape, size, substance and
arrangement of the sepals and petals, the shape, size and arrangement of
stamens and pistils when present, and the shape and size of blossom, which
precludes a detailed analysis and marking of each part independently of
the whole when giving a rating mark although entirely practicable when
judging the relative excellence of various exhibits (possibly of the same
variety) in a given class.

A scale of points for rating peonies should be one that will encourage
the development of new varieties with permanent colors, pleasing fra-
grance and good keeping qualities.

Color should consider not only the purity of color of the various
parts of the flower, petals, stamens and pistils but the manner in which
these colors harmonize as well. Permanence of color should not only have
reference to the fading of the petals but also to the darkening of the
stamens and pistils. Fragrance should be determined not only by sniffing
a blossom but also by observing the effect of a few cut blooms on the
atmosphere of a room. Keeping quality refers to the length of time a
bloom keeps in good condition on the plant or as a cut flower. Keeping
in cold storage is a commercial feature unrelated to the foregoing.

The following scale of points for rating peonies is submitted with
the hope that it will start a discussion leading to tangible results.

Color - - - Purity - - 10 l
Harmony -5 - - 25
Permanence - 10 ‘
*Symmetry - - Shape and size as a whole. Shape,
size, arrangement and sub-
stance of individual parts - 45
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Stem and foliage - - - - - - - 10
Fragrance - - - - - 10
No odor - -0 = ~c A
Poor odor -5
Keeping quality - - - - - - -3
100

*There should be a standard of excellence for each of the five types of peonies
to permit the maximum of 45 points for each type. One type should not be compared
with another.

e

Optimistic Williamsport, Pennsylvania, U.S.A.
Season 1936 Full of Surprises
By HonN. HuGH GiLMORE, Ex-Mayor, Williamsport, Pa.

As of March 12 and again March 18, 1936, picture in your mind
your own peony garden covered with five and fifteen feet of flood water
respectively. Again picture your peony garden as of Decoration day,
1936. The photograph enclosed of your writer’s garden taken Decora-

AOTD A AW

Mr. Gilmore’s Garden, Decoration Day, 1936
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tion day is interesting from the standpoint of early peonies; and also dis-
closes a phenomenal recovery of our beautiful city from the ravages of
Pennsylvania’s worst flood. It speaks volumes for itself. Outwardly
tourists and visitors would fail to discover locally visible signs of this
high water but inwardly all is still topsy-turvey because in many instances
repairs must await proper drying of walls, partitions and floors. Is it any
wonder then that Congress has hastened the Omnibus Flood Control bill
to its present high position—passed by both branches and awaiting the
President’s signature? Winter conditions of 1936 commencing in the
middle of January were ripe for just such a major inundation as occured
on St. Patrick’s Day week, March 18, last. These inundations, it is
anticipated, will soon be minimized through proper river controlled dams,
dykes and reservoirs. Our citizens lost fully three million dollars in
failing to protect their personal possessions, not taking into consideration
realty depreciations, although warned by radio messages in plenty of
time; but disbelieving such announcements and refusing to believe that
the melting snow and ice in the mountains would produce the maximum
height attained, they guessed wrong and in consequence are suffering their
losses bravely. This flood of 1936, while 35 feet in height, failed to carry
away the three traffic bridges each one mile apart spanning this river nor
the Penn’a R. R. bridge all of which were swept in 1889 and 1894. This
coincidence is undoubtedly due to less debris floating (then our saw and
planing mills and log booms were operating), and the resistance swerved
the water’s swift current into the city proper causing our troubles.

Insofar as the 1936 peony season with me is concerned, I had the
best and largest number ever, but extraordinary labor did it, because all
was chaos and it required these additional efforts to displace the ruin
created by the accumulated deposits, in my sunken garden, which is
five feet below the street level. I had many surprises. My 25 best blooms
were Mme. Emile LeMoine, Mons. Jules Elie, Charles Goselin, President
Taft, Nellie, Augustine &’Hour, Louis Van Houtte, LeJour, Josephine,
Minnehaba, Georgiana Shaylor, Germaine Bigot, Lady Alexandra Duff,
James Kelway, Duchess deNemours, Asa Gray, Mme. deVerneville, Baro-
ness Schroeder, Martha Bulloch, Henry Avery, Mrs. Ruggles, Walter
Faxon. Karl Rosefield with a dozen blooms was gorgeous. Philippe
Rivoire and President Wilson failed to show their beauty until late in the
season when choice blooms were seen. The old varieties stood out better
than such delicate colors as Tourangelle and Mrs. Edward Harding; the
officinalis varieties and Japs Mikado, Tokio, Snow Wheel, Rare Brocade.
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and others which could not overcome the icy baptism of these two floods
until late in the growing season when flowers were forced. Our ice jam
moved out on the 12th followed by the giant of all on the 18th. The
photo enclosed shows the First National Bank Building four blocks dis-
tant which is opposite our County Court House. This Susquehanna
river made Williamsport, through its peculiar layout unexcelled for the
manufacture of lumber, and in the sixties, seventies, eighties and early
nineties we were known as the Lumber City of the United States but
since hundreds of diversified industries have superseded this waning lum-
ber development. Thanks to Uncle Sam for creating legislation looking
to the taming of this turbulent mountainous stream into a possible
harnessed river for the protection of 50,000 people and millions of dollars
of property. Tourists are invited to visit us; good roads everywhere
on the Susquehanna Trail and a great future awaits our streams for fish-
ing, canceing, boating, bathing and other river sports. Seeing is believing.
—One who went through the three floods—1889, 1894, 1936.

Ge—,

Staging An Annual Show

By CHARLEs BAuckHAM, Toronto, Canada

Suggested procedure to guide local committees in successfully staging
the annual show of The American Peony Society.

(1) ORGANIZATION:

The Committee should be composed of from fifty to one hundred
individuals, with a substantial number of ladies, and should be repre-
sentative of local horticultural societies, and should be made up of bus-
iness men, civic officials, society leaders and small home gardeners.

The Committee should name a General Chairman and the following
subcommittees, each with a separate chairman.

Schedule of classes and prizes;
Entertainment and reception;

Show staging;

Cold storage, booths and containers;
Publicity;

Treasurer;

Secretary;

Assistant Secretary.
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Either of the last two appointments should consist of a paid sten-
ographer with executive ability.

(2) ScHEDULE OF CLASSES:

This should be prepared by the local committee in collaboration with
the officers of the Peony Society and should be in the hands of the
Secretary of the Society in ample time to be printed in the March BuL-
LETIN. This should contain ample information regarding show dates,
entries, shipping, and storage arrangements. Separate copies should be
printed by the Society and a supply of same forwarded to the local
committee for distribution to prospective exhibitors.

(3) List OoF PrizEs:

It is almost impossible to try and have this ready in time to include
with the Schedule of Classes. Securing of prizes takes time and can best
be done as the time for the show approaches. In any event it should
be available for prospective exhibitors immediately prior to the show.

(4) ENTRY CLAass CARDs:

These should be supplied by the Society and in the hands of the
local committee at least two weeks prior to the show date.

() ANNUAL BANQUET:

Co-operation between officers of the Society and the Show Com-
mittee is necessary to make this a success. The program, head table scat-
ing, dinner arrangements—are all matters which require the co-operation
of the two groups.

(6) JupGEs:

To be appointed by the American Peony Society, for the Open,
Advanced, Amateur, and special classes, and by the local committee for
the novice classes.

(7) Prizes:

These are available from peony growers, societies, local merchants,
ctc. and the officers of the Peony Society and the local show committee
should co-operate to the fullest extent in completing the list so that
it is available for distribution at the earliest possible date to encourage a
large entry list.

Go 8|C
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A Communication
By Louis R. PoTTER, Milwaukee, Wis.

Speaking of paragraph 6 on page 24 of BULLETIN No. 59, Mr. Lemke
states that newly set plants with pockets about the roots cause them to
fill with water which will heave when followed by freezing. This can
never be, if, when your root is planted, you do not fill up the top two or
three inches but instead pour a bucket of water in the hole, allow it to
stand for about fifteen minutes, fill with loose soil on top, allow that to
stand about a day, firm that soil down loosely with the hand, give it
another application of water, wait another short period and then put in
the remaining necessary soil in the regular manner.

While this may seem to be extra work, it is what I have done with
everything I have planted for years, and I have never had any trouble as
you note except when I failed to mulch and, even then, I didn’t have this
trouble when we had heavy snow fall during the winter. As I understand
it, mulching is for the purpose of replacing the heavy snow fall when it
does not occur so as to prevent alternate thawing and freezing.

As to the last paragraph of this article, in which you reply to pre-
vious correspondence with Mr. Christman, allow me to state that I have
observed for many years past that certain of our peony roots without eyes,
if allowed to remain in the ground long enough, will form eyes. Some
eight years ago, I determined to find out just what the condition was so I
planted a number of pieces of root—some with a slight amount of what
I believed to be crown, some with what I know to be crown, and some
which had no crown on at all.

I found this interesting fact to exist that, where there was any crown
at all, a new eye or eyes would form without any difficulty and also that
the root which was close to the old crown, which had a semblance of
crown but which I couldn’t be certain was crown, would after two years
in the soil, form a small eye which, after three years, was quite large.
I also found that portions of root close to the latter, which did not have
a semblance of crown but which apparently had crown material inwardly
in the root, because of such proximity to what I have stated look like
crown, would, after four years, form a tiny eye without a shoot, a larger
eye in the fifth year without a shoot, and a large enough eye in the sixth
year to form a shoot.

I don’t know what the explanation of this is, as I am not a
botanist and do not understand sufficient of the plant structure of the
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peony to be able to tell you why. Undoubtedly, some of the experts
along this line can and will do so. I am merely relating my experience
to you with the hope that it may give you some information along the
lines of your inquiry.

I also found that, on pieces of root from a very old plant an eye
or eyes would form after being in the ground a considerable number of
véars on the top portion of such piece of root even though it was broken
off a considerable distance from the original crown. I don’t know what
causes this; I do know it is a fact.

Let me call this to your attention also. You know that, when a
peony is planted too deeply in the ground, eyes will form on the plant
far below the original crown on parts of the root which have no direct
relationship to the crown itself. Does that give you any idea in line with
what I have already stated?

S

A Report from Portland, Ore.

By Miss Daisy M. STITES

The first bouquet of early reds were cut for Mother’s Day. Heavy
rains during their blooming season literally “flattened” them out. Tokio
was the first of the Japanese varieties to bloom this year, opening up on
May 16th. Octavie Demay, Festiva Maxima, Duchess de Nemours, Baro-
ness Schroeder, Jubilee, Monsieur Jules Elic and Therese followed in rapid
succession. May 23rd Frances Willard, Martha Bulloch and Walter Faxon
were in evidence. May 24th was unusually warm, the temperature of-
ficially registering 89 degrees. Everything in the garden except the late
varieties “‘popped” out as if by magic.

This year Baroness Schroeder was small and quite single. Blooms of
Jules Elie elongated instead of opening up rounding as they should. El-
wood Pleas and Enchanfresse never open up full for me, but are a lictle
one-sided and the latter is a greenish white. I would like to know the
cause of these defects.

Before Decoration Day a thunder shower cooled the atmosphere, but
rains followed either day or night or both until June 9th. This must have
caused a tremendous loss to the large growers, particularly in view of the
fact that many thousands of peony blooms are used in the decorated float
parade, an annual feature of the Portland Rose Carnival, which is being
held this year from June 10th to 13th.
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The best blooms in our city garden were Frances Willard, Madume
Jules Dessert and Therese. Also the reds were particularly fine this year,
Adolphe Rousseau, Mary Brand and Lora Dexheimer, none of which fade
in the sun.

We have a planting of peonies on a north slope of land at our country
place at Corbett, Oregon, twenty miles east of Portland on the great
Columbia River. We completed the clearing of the ground in the summer
of 1933 and set out plants in September. We feared the terrific east winds
that come occasionally from October to February, and sometimes in the
growing season, might be too much for the plants, but they have made a
strong and sturdy growth. The blooming season out there is usually from
a week to ten days later than Portland, but the warm weather this year
evidently brought them out, so that on May 25th all varieties were in
bloom except the late ones. On this date we cut thirty Monsicur Jules
Elie blooms, the finest I ever saw and just about perfect as to form and
coloring. We brought in three dozen Therese that were all that heart
could desire, both as to size and color. A large bowl of Tokio blooms cut
May 25th were kept in our basement and used for decoration at a
luncheon on June 3rd. Some of the varieties that are good here, are
really glorified there—almost beyond recognition. This is especially
noticeable in Boule de Neige, Venus, Couronne d’Or and Felix Crousse.
Also the colors are intensified out there. We cut a dozen or more Jubilees
and they stood up this year better than I ever saw them, and they are so
beautiful that you have to forgive their faults. In spite of the rainy
weather some good blooms of Solange and Tourangelle were cut and
brought in June Sth. The blooming season is practically over, only a
few late varieties remain to beautify the garden. Our planting at Corbett
this year had the minimum of care and cultivation, yet the results were
very gratifying.

=%

A Report from Kansas

By Guy FARRAR, Jarbalo, Kansas

Kansas, the dirty-faced stepchild of adversity, seems to have com-
pleted a cycle of years in which every wicked excess of climate took a part.
Hundred-day periods of one hundred degree heat, eleven inches short of
a normal thirty-eight inch rainfall several times, hot winds, dust storms,
too mild winters with late freezes interspersed with floods and severe cold;
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no wonder your jayhawker digger of earth is mildly skeptical of punish-
ment in a life to come! Now that the prairie gods have apparently
sobered up and gone to work again, what of the peonies?

Little divisions have had a hard time. Georgiana Shaylor, Living-
stone, Mary Brand, Lady Alexandra Duff, La Tulipe, Adolph Rousseau and
Estafette bloom as they should have done two years gone. Mme. Emile
Lemoine, Jubilee, Couronne d’Or, Longfellow, Evangeline and Mme.
Boulanger set two years are almost extinct. Solange, in one eye divisions
because of ill health passed out; Mons. Martin Cabuzac on the way. Of
established clumps, Claire Dubois sickened, lost a few hills and came back
magnificently as did Therese, Marie Lemoine, Reine Hortense and Felix
Crousse. Le Cygne, Richard Carvel and Mme. Jules Dessert under punish-
ment show a little lighter substance but bloom consistently. Nothing more
superb than Mme. Jules Dessert this year. Karl Rosefield, Sarab Bernbardt,
Grover Cleveland and Festiva Maxima almost proof against anything,
especially the latter named variety. She was the talk of the country
round this year. I think we rate Grover Cleveland, La Tulipe and Boul-
anger much higher here than in some quarters. It’s a great life and you

can’t weaken.
Somm—,

My Visit to Toronto
By GeorGe W. PEYTON, Rapidan, Va.

Those of us who had the pleasure of attending the show of the
American Peony Society held in Toronto, June 24-25, must have been
impressed with the fact that it is entirly possible to have an excellent
exhibition, if all sections of the peony growing country will co-operate as
they did in this case, even though the weather conditions are not entirely
favorable and we do not have the finest flowers we ever saw. No one in
looking over that show could have found any great fault with either the
quantity or quality of the bloom shown. Practically all of the best had
been kept in cold storage for from one to twenty days, some maybe
slightly longer. This is the answer to the problem always confronting
those who have to choose a date for a show, choose one too late rather
than too early. Where cold storage is available, it has been demonstrated
time and again that blooms can be kept in almost perfect condition for
a month or six weeks if necessary, and no less an authority than Mr.
Charles Klehm of Arlington Heights, Illinois, has said that a week or ten
days of storage will benefit any peony bloom. It may be said here that
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he is the pioneer cold storage man for peonies in this country. In the case
of the flowers exhibited in Toronto they were generally held in storage
where they were cut and not shipped first to Toronto and then stored.
It would seem that if possible this should be the custom as there seemed
to be far less loss and the blooms came out in much better condition
than when it has been necessary to ship them first and so keep them out
of storage for one or two days right at the start. This tends to open the
bloom too much before storage. It would seem the opening should take
place after the storage. The blooms from St. Paul were stored at 38
degrees and Mr. Little’s at 33 degrees. Which is the better?

Whatever may be the facts about storage, we all know that we had
some splendid blooms there. Even if they were frozen solid in mid-May,
even if no water of any consequence fell on many of them for three
months, even if they went through with both extremely hot and windy
weather also, some thirty or more thousand survived sufficiently to give
us a show well worth the trip of several hundred miles, to see.

Having had the opportunity to see our good Secretary’s report
before publication, I shall confine my remarks to certain things that may
prove of interest to some that he did not mention, or I may expand to
some extent on some he did mention.

First let us have a look at the seedlings. There is no question about
the fact that Colonel J. C. Nicholls of Ithaca, New York, gave us the
sensation of the show when he sent the new variety, Mrs. Livingston
Farrand, his No. 129, to be shown. I had the great pleasure of being
a guest in the hospitable home of the Colonel for three days before
reaching Toronto, and there I saw this peony at home. It is a plant of
good habit, good height and adequate stem. It has fine foliage and good
fragrance. Its color, is of course, its great charm. Being a seedling of
Marie Crousse, whose father is not known, it carries many of that flower’s
characteristics and from it gets its glorious vivid pink color in a greatly
intensified degree. It would seem that the purple tint always found to a
greater or less extent in both pink and red peonies, had almot been obliter-
ated in this flower. It was placed side by side with Walter Faxon a
number of times in every kind of light available and in every instance
Faxon showed very decided purple tones. Raoul Dessert came nearer its
color than any other, but it also was distinctly more purple. Needless to
say that every one who saw it wants to have it. It will be a great day

when we get that color in a peony of the perfect form of Le Cygne and
it will be done. While Mrs. Farrand is a full double flower without
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stamens, yet it has not reached such perfection of form as we see in some
other peonies, but it has just as good form as the majority of the great.
Colonel Nicholls has also a number of other seedlings that will be heard
from later. One of these, as yet unnamed, No. 9, was shown and given
an Honorable Mention. This is a warm white with orange-yellow tints
at the base of its petals. It has almost perfect form and good habits and
foliage, as well as good stems. Growing in the Colonel’s garden are two
other whites that are very fine. One, No. 2, he says he is going to kick
out because it will not always perform like he likes to see them do. It s
much on the order of Solange and a very beautiful flower. His No. 8 is
a white tending to ivory with lemon-yellow tints at the base of the petals.
It is probably just a little more loosely built than No. 9, but some
observers think as good. When we see these, together with Harry F.
Little, growing and blooming side by side, we see right there almost
perfection in white peonies and all different. Mrs. Farrand is not the
only pink the Colonel has. His No. 1 is probably of more perfect form
than Mrs. Farrand, but it does not have quite the glowing color, but its
color is exquisite even with that little added purple, far less than in the
usual run of pinks. His No. § is quite a dark pink, but rather loosely
built, will also be worth watching. His Japs had all gone past their
best, but there are several that will probably be well worth while. His
Mrs. Wilder Bancroft in a soft madder (red) was shown at Toronto and
is good. It may be of interest to know that Colonel Nicholls does not
specialize in peonies as he does in iris. He has several thousand iris
seedlings, many of great beauty, of which he knows the parentage in
many cases for generations back, which is the secret of his getting so
many good things from comparatively few seedlings, for he studies his
records and knows just what crosses bring the best results and works with
these parents or their offspring only. He says that if some young man
will breed peonies along the same lines, he will get marvelous results.
But it may take a long time to do it. The Colonel’s peony planting is
probably not more than five hundred plants just now.

From his house I went to Westhill House, the beautiful home of Mr.
Harry F. Little. There I was treated as those two, Mrs. Little and Harry,
always treat their friends. With the arrival of Mr. Otis and family for
the last day, we had a royal time and left, all too soon to suit us, for
Toronto, in Mr. Otis’s car. Mr. Little’s peonies had just about folded up
and quit when we arrived, but we saw the fine plants growing on much
less than an acre of land, from which he cut those three thousand or
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more blooms of such splendid quality shown in Toronto. Here Mr. Little
also has some excellent seedlings. There were a few blooms left on his
R-3 and he had some in his house. This was shown under the name of
Mrs. Harry F. Little in several classes in Toronto. It is a white heavily
overlaid with warm pink and Mrs. Little thinks it the best peony they
bave and she is a mighty fine judge of peonies as we well know who have
met her. At present, though, her first love is New Hampshire Red
chickens and she has built up a nation-wide reputation for excellence in
breeding this strain. The stems and foliage of R-3 are fine and again
we shall soon have another fine flower in white and pink, though different
from 2ny other, to grace our gardens.

Those who like single flowers and particularly those like Marguerite
Dessert and Kelway’s Wild Rose, which have white as the ground color
of the guards, more or less heavily spotted with pink, will like a new
Canadian seedling which won an Honorable Mention. It is very heavily
dotted with dark pink giving it the appearance of a darker Wild Rose.
It was shown by Mr. Howard Hartry of London, Ontario.

A seedling of far more than passing interest to those of us who had
the honor and the pleasure of knowing that grand old man, Mr. Arthur
H. Fewkes, to whom our Society owes a larger debt of gratitude than
to any other man, was shown by Mr. Winthrop H. Thurlow of West
Newbury, Massachussetts. During Mr. Fewkes’ lifetime he raised many
seedling peonies. We all know that he was an exceedingly critical man,
especially of his own productions, and he never introduced to commerce
a single one of his own seedlings. However, in the last two or three
years of his life he became convinced that his seedling No. §7-28, was a
very good flower and so he proudly carried it out to Cherry Hill and gave
them a root. From that root the flower shown in Toronto came. While
the larger blooms were too far gone to recover very much, yet a smaller
bloom cpened up well enough for us to see that it is certainly a very fine
flower. Mr. Thurlow says it is almost, if not quite equal to Nick Shaylor
in excellence and beauty. It has fine form, good habits and foliage and
its color is that exquisite combination of white and pink that makes a
flower of such beauty and charm that we all want it in our gardens, even
though their number is very large as witness almost all the new peonies
that have attained great fame in recent years. It has been suggested that
this flower bear the name of its originator, Arthur H. Fewkes, as that
name will not conflict with the one already named for him by Mr.
Shaylor, Secretary Fewkes. Those of us who knew Mr. Fewkes will all
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want a root of this peony to plant in memory of our genial, kindly friend,
who has passed to his reward.

The excellent white seedling No. 1-26 shown by Mr. Wilkus of the
Riverview Gardens of St. Paul, has been mentioned elsewhere and it no
doubt will be well and favorably heard from in the near future.

While I did not see the Glenbolm seedlings shown by Mr. Keagey
when they were at their best, I did note several that seemed to me to be
very fine. Being a great lover of semi-doubles, even though they are
unfinished jobs as Mr. Little calls them, I especially liked a very large
white semi-double and an equally large pink one. There was also a good
double white or two.

Among the very large number of beautiful flowers shown by our
dean of peony growers, Mr. A. B. Franklin, it was hard to pick out the
outstanding ones as they were all that, but there were two or three double
reds that looked very fine to me. There were two distinctly landscape
varieties that also looked like they would give a good account of them-
selves in that line, Nos. G. 26, and G. 26 p. Jap J. E. 10 was very good,
but like so many of these Japs, flopped in the center when age began
to creep on it. It had an especially pleasing tone of pink in its guards
and its staminodes were brilliant and showy. His white seedling No.
D. 44 was shown in many places on the table and everywhere it was a
very attractive flower with a great deal of the perfection of form of
Le Cygne in it.

The contest for the best flower in the show was a very hot one with
the supporters of each flower loudly vocal in praise of each one’s especial
candidate for the honor. Unless my memory fails me, and I do not think
it does, there were four blooms put up to be voted upon. One, Mrs.
J. V. Edlund, from Judge C. W. Bunn; one, Hansina Brand, from Mrs.
A. S. Bowen; one, Solange, from Judge Bunn and last, Col. Nicholl’s No.
9. There were 18 judges voting and the first ballot stood 7-7-2-2 in the
order given. The two lower were then dropped and the final ballot stood
9-8 in favor of Mrs. J. V. Edlund. One judge refused to surrender his
loyalty to his first choice and did not vote.

Mrs. J. V. Edlund was shown in many classes in grand form. We
of the East had never seen it in all its glory, though we had all heard
from our Twin City friends such glowing accounts of its beauty and
perfection that we had our expectations set on a very high plane. Usually
in such cases reality does not measure up to the mark, but in this case it
certainly would seem to have done so, for not a single disparaging remark
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was heard from any quarter about the beauty and finish of this peony.
As scen by the writer, this flower possesses just large enough size not to do
away with its extreme grace and beauty of flower. We think that just
that quality had much to do with the vote cast by many of the judges,
for while it seemed undeniable to the writer that Hansina Brand had
perfection of form unbeatable, yet its size was so great that it would
lose much of its appeal to many.

In red peonies many of us were interested to a high degree in Mr.
Auten’s Daniel Boone, shown in excellent form in several of Judge Bunn’s
exhibits. It would seem that Mr. Auten is to be congratulated on having
added a better red to our list for it needs them badly. The flower is not
full double, but has character and distinction and is undoubtedly a good
addition.

In Class 33 the winning variety was Willow Love. When we re-
member the rather ungainly names that have been given to quite 2 number
of our peonies, it is very refreshing to fine a peony with such a trippingly
beautiful name. It is a rather flat flower of a shade of pink that will
make it a very prominent spot in one’s garden. The flower is quite large.
The originator is Mrs. G. E. Dunbar, that gracious and kindly lady whom
all of us remember with so much pleasure. The flower is named for a
friend. There is only one plant of it in existence.

In looking over Class No. 8, three specimen blooms, one variety
white, double, it seemed worth noting that the three winning varieties
were three Gold Medal peonies, in order given, Mrs. J. V. Edlund, Harry
F. Little and Mrs. A. M. Brand. As shown in this class, they seemed to
have surely deserved this honor for they were all flowers of exceptional
perfection. When the first two are grown in the gardens of us all we
shall know more about how they perform. From the appearance of the
flowers it looks like they should open well and probably Harry F. Little
will open more readily than the others for it seemed to be of rather
lighter build if we may use that term, though no less beautiful. I may
say that in the most trying season ever experienced, in my garden, this
past one, Mrs. J. V. Edlund opened its flowers very well, though the
plants did not have the necessary maturity to give as large bloom as those
shown in Toronto.

Winning second place in Class 13, one specimen bloom, light pink,
was a variety many of us in the Eastern part of the country were very
anxious to see shown in competition with the famous ones of the West
and that was Nick Shaylor. When we know that it won second place
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just because its competitor was the bloom of Hansina Brand that was
runner-up in the contest for high honors, we do not feel at all disap-
pointed for we are all convinced that Nick can hold its own in the best
company in the land and lose nothing by comparison. It is a grand flower
and its stem and foliage are better than those of any of the ones that
bear it. At the show of The Minnesota Peony and Iris Society this year,
it was one of three blooms selected from the Court of Honor Class from
which to choose the best flower in the show. It lost to Alice Harding.
But the bloom of Nick was cut from a plant set in the fall of 1934, just
a two-year-old. It will “get some place.”

In Mr. Harry F. Little’s exhibits was shown the variety Robert E.
Lee, one of Mr. Brand’s new ones. Being a Virginian to whom the name
of Lee is sacred, it is natural that seeing this flower in good shape was
looked forward to with eagerness and some trepidation, for we of the
South do not like to see the names of our best loved sons lightly given.
But if the flower comes up to the specimen shown in Toronto and as we
saw it growing in Mr. Little’s garden, we will have little to criticize. It
is a very large pure white of good form and habit with a fine red line on
some of the inner petals. It is extremely late and if it opens well it will
be all the more valuable for that reason. Another good white shown
was Susan B. White, also a Brand origination. Those of us who remember
how much our good friend Mr. W. L. Gumm of Remington, Indiana, did
for peonies, are much pleased to know and see the several excellent
varieties which he originated. We only wish more recognition could
have been given them while he was still alive. In Mr. Little’s exhibit we
noticed George H. Hart, still almost unknown, and Margaret Lough,
little better known. Both of these are beautiful whites. As Margaret
Lough grows in my garden it is a very upright flower of medium height,
splendid stems and beautiful flowers.

Having heard so much about the peonies grown by the many enthus-
iasts arcund the Twin Cities, it was a great treat to see so many of them
in Toronto. It has been well said that Judge Bunn grows peonies as no
other man in this country does. When we looked at that splendid exhibit
of his staged in Class No. 2, we were forced to acknowledge that reports
were probably correct. The judge is to be congratulated on the excellence
of this exhibit and he owes a debt of lasting gratitude to Mrs. A. S. Gowen
and her good husband for the beautiful way in which these flowers were
staged. She knows how to set them up to bring out every fine point.
It was noticed by a great many that whenever an exhibit was found that
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had been set up by Mrs. Gowen, its staging was always most effective.
We may also say that Mrs. Gowen’s own flowers were equal to the best
and it shows how much can be accomplished by those who really love
peonies, for believe it or not, they always grow better for those who love
and care for them than they do for just the ordinary gardener who cares
only for a flower for its garden effect.

If you will look over the list of the varieties composing Mr. Lictle’s
Class No. 1 which won the Gold Medal you will find that it is really a
gold medal collection. Probably no collection in recent times has had
such uniformly good flowers in it. It was composed of the cream of the
old, the grand of the Golden Age of the peony 1900-1920, and the glories
of the present. Only lacking was our reliable friends Festiva Maxima,
Mons. Jules Elie and T herese, to make it all that could be desired. In it
there were forty-two American, ten English, forty-six French and two
German; twenty-eight white and blush, three near yellow, thirty each
light and dark pink and nine red; twenty-three before 1900, forty-four
1900-1920, twenty-five 1920-1930, four 1930-1935, and four 1936 or
not yet introduced to commerce. And yet those of us who grow peonies
because we love them will still miss a number we think indispensable.

Cherry Hill is to be commended on the exhibit they brought. If it
had been possible to have stored them better they would have given a
different account of themselves, but as it was many of them were not
in prime condition. We were interested to see again Priscilla Alden which
we saw in perfection in Boston last year. This is a flower of delicate
beauty and must be seen at its best to realize its true worth. Lady
Aroostook was also shown again. This is a flower much like Festiva Max-
ima and seems just as good, which is saying a great deal. We did not see
their own seedlings Gov. Fuller, Massachusetts or Rapture and we regret-
ted we did not for we know they are good flowers or Cherry Hill would
not have named them.

Many of us still have an undying affection for things old and good.
So mingled in with many of the very fine new ones we found a great
many of the old tried and true varieties in the exhibits staged by Miss
Blacklock and other Canadian exhibitors. Many of these show up very
favorably with those of the present century and it is always a pleasure to
meet them again in good company. I only regret that I did not have
time to get a list of them all for my own pleasure. It was a calamity of
no small proportions to have most of the blooms killed by a late May
freeze. so most of the exhibits from Canada were badly damaged in
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quantity and quality. They certainly showed true sportsmanship and put
on many very fine flowers in spite of it all. The exhibits of Miss Black-
lock and Mr. C. F. Wood of London, Dr. Brethour of Toronto, Mrs. G. E.
Dunbar also of Toronto, and Mr. George W. Johnson of Hamilton,
contained many flowers of outstanding excellence as did those of a
number of others whose names I do not now recall.

In Mr. Wood’s exhibit Madame Escary was shown in splendid shape.
We do not often see this one on our show tables. Much of the stock of
it is diseased. But when we get it on good plants it shows up equal to
the best. Mr. Wood also showed that grand variety, La Lorraine, which
is just now coming into its own after many years of waiting for good
health. His flowers were No. 1.

Comparatively few of the very recent foreign introductions were
shown. Odile was found in several collections. While it is a very beauti-
ful flower of great delicacy of coloring, it has not yet lived up to the
promise of splendid size and form it once showed in my garden. I have
never seen it in such perfection as it showed in 1934 when it had great
round balls of pure white with a deep cup of exquisite pink in the center
and was easily the finest flower to be found.

Elise Renault was shown in good form. This is a peony of immense
size almost a perfect globe and of a pleasing shade or shades of pink. It
is rather dwarf in growth with very strong stems. Odalisque was also
shown in good shape. This is one of my favorites and is what I call a
Le Cygne of lighter build.

There are always a few varieties shown that are untrue to name.
In several exhibits there was shown a red peony of doubtful value as
Madame Emile Duprez. This flower as it is known to me is a dark pink
rather on the carmine order and is often of great beauty. Again we noted
a single pink flower labelled Iroka. The true Iroka is quite a fine blush
Jap, rather dwarf and late. It fades pure white very quickly.

It is worthy of note that all four of the peonies that have been
honored with the Gold Medal of the Society were shown in splendid
form. A. B. Franklin was a beautiful flower in Mr. Franklin’s exhibit.
The others in Class No. 8.

So far as I have been able to find out the Silver Medal has been given
to the following peonies: In 1915 to Seedling No. 362 Prof. A. P. Saun-
ders; 1923, Myrtle Gentry, and 1936, Mrs. Livingston Farrand. These
last two were shown in splendid form in Toronto. What has become of
No. 362, Professor Saunders? Was it ever named and if so what is it?
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If not why was it discarded? It would seem that a silver medal flower
was worth preserving.

We noted the following seedlings of Dr. Brethour in his entry in
the Court of Honor Class: June Athalie, Lady of the Smow and Mrs.
Love. These were all attractive blooms in various shades of pink. There
were also noted Aileen Brethour and Lady Rolfe in other exhibits of his.
We hooe that these varieties will be shown in excellent shape at Lincoln
next year by Mr. Bongers. It was one of the great disappointments of the
show not to see them in fine shape there, but the weather was to blame.

This Court of Honor Class was meant to be the class into which
would be gathered the very finest varieties and blooms in the show, but
unfortunately, through rather ambiguous wording, it failed to do so.
This class has been tried out in the Twin City Shows for the past two
years and has proved one of the greatest attractions in the show. This
year the entries covered two large tables. Each exhibitor is asked to enter
his best bloom or best blooms, anyone being allowed not more than three
entries. The blooms may be of any kind, color or class. Only one prize
is given and the bloom chosen for that is considered the best bloom in the
show. Of course in this way there is the chance that the exhibitors failed
to pick what at the time of judging was really the best bloom. A condi-
tion could be added allowing any judge to place in this class any bloom
not entered he considered better than any already entered and not dis-
qualify the class from which it was taken. We hope further trial will
be made of this class in our future shows.

We wish to say in conclusion that while acknowledging to the fullest
the great excellence of the exhibition and the freedom from friction and
delays so often experienced in such shows, yet the memory of Toronto
that we shall cherish more than any other will be that of the unfailing
courtesy, the splendid hospitality and the cordial good fellowship shown
all of us by every one with whom we came in contact. Truly they know
the art cf entertaining the stranger within their gates.
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Report of the Thirty-third Annual Exhibition

Of The American Peony Society, Held at Toronto, Canada,
June 24 and 25, 1936

The annual exhibition of the American Peony Society is always
looked forward to by our members as one of the outstanding peony events
of the year, and those having the pleasure of attending the thirty-third
exhibition held in the Horticultural Building, overlooking magnificent
horticultural displays, will remember it as a real floral treat. Horti-
cultural Hall is one of many fine buildings erected for the Canadian
Horticultural Expositions held throughout the year, and its beautiful
setting, on the shore of Lake Ontario enhanced the beauty of the excellent
landscaped surroundings.

I am taking the liberty to quote from an editorial in the June 26th
issue of the Toronto Globe, entitled “Flowers Everywhere.”

“June is regarded as especially the month of roses, but it is partial
also to flowers of all kinds. This week an International Peony Show and
the Ontario Rose Society’s exhibition, held in Toronto, presented these
queenly blooms in their most beautiful development. Flowers on display
at such exhibitions are the product of skilled cultivation under the tender
care of enthusiasts, and in what more artistic and soothing work could
men and women be engaged?

“But, apart altogether from organized exhibitions, June presents
everywhere the evidence of her solicitude for flowers and the prodigality
of her production. Public parks and private gardens now present a riot
of color. In shady forest glades lush foliage plants and dainty” wild
flowers grow side by side; and in sun bathed patches of the wilderness,
other types of floral beauty are having their day. Even on vacant and
neglected lots, pathetic little flowers struggle bravely amid a tangle of
sturdier weed growths. Along roadsides hardier specimens continue their
ancient struggle with dust and traffic; and it is a poor farm that hasn’t
its flower plot before the house, or at least a geranium plant on the front
window sill. Also there are the city dwellings, and especially apartment
houses, the window-sill gardeners. The little box does not provide much
room for floriculture, but urban cave dwellers have no other choice.
Not for these the joy of standing, arms akimbo, at the back door to sur-
vey the glory of flowers and vegetables in a well kept garden, but thev
have the window box.
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“So there are flowers everywhere in June—leafy June, scattering
about the country the faint perfume of her bewildering variety of floral
offerings. June has not much further to go, but she has lived up to her
reputation, and, with Nature’s magic touch, has beautified the land with
multicolored flowers.”

Now back to the show. We left Chicago early Monday morning
by automobile and reached Toronto early Tuesday afternoon. Went
direct to the exhibition hall and found several of the big exhibitors
already at work unpacking their blooms that had been placed in storage
for the show. This preparation is quite necessary if one is to show at
their best, for it is always found that some of the bloom are just a little
tardy and need helping along, especially where they have been held in
storage for a considerable period of time previous to the exhibition.
Many willing hands made the work easier for the exhibitors and we all
had a good time cutting stems, removing sacks and placing the bloom
in fresh water.

The state of Minnesota, one of the best peony producing states in
the country, was represented by two professional or commercial growers
and two advanced amateur growers whose displays were in evidence
throughout the exhibition hall. The commercial growers were A. B.
Franklin of Minneapolis, Minn., and A. J. Wilkus & Sons, St. Paul, Minn.
The advanced amateur growers were Mrs. A. S. Gowen, St. Paul, Minn.,
and Judge C. W. Bunn of the same city. Mr. Bunn grows his fine peonies
at White Bear Lake, Minn. It has been my privilege for the past 15
years or more to see the yearly exhibits of these two peony enthusiasts
and it is a foregone conclusion that whoever is in competition with them
must be up on their toes and have excellent bloom if they expect to
win any laurels in the classes in which they exhibit. They know the
secret of cutting bloom at the proper time and storing it at the proper
temperature to bring them out at the show dates in first class condition.
Years of experience have made this possible. Perseverance has been the
keynote of their success and one has only to glance at their bloom to
readily observe what progress they have made. To go to the trouble
and expense of getting blooms from Minnesota to Toronto, Canada, was
no small undertaking and from the collections of these two amateurs
was selected the finest flower exhibited. Mr. C. W. Bunn had the dis-
tinction of winning the honor with the variety Mrs. J. V. Edlund, a
magnificent white variety. Mr. Bunn’s health and advanced age made
it impracticable for him to be present and Mrs. Gowen set up his display
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Left to right: Mrs. J. S. Webb, Ithaca, N. Y.;  Left to right: George W. Peyton, Rapidan,
Mrs. Jas. R. Bowie, St. Charles, Ill.; Mrs.

Va.; Mr. Franklin; Harry W. Claybaugh,
W. F. Christman, Northbrook, Ill. Franklin, Pa.

A group at the Toronto Show
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for him, winning many firsts as will be noted by glancing over the list
of winners. She came within one vote of a tie for highest honors with
the variety Hansina Brand, which has had the distinction of winning
highest honors at the last two annual shows of the Society. Nine of the
seventeen judges voting gave their vote to the variety Mrs. J. V. Edlund,
the other eight voting for Hansina Brand.

The best in the one hundred variety class went to Harry F. Little
of Camillus, N. Y., another outstanding showman, who also won many
firsts in other classes. The quality of his bloom was splendid, and he,
with a few others, spent the entire night previous to the opening of the
exhibition, arranging and selecting the best of the large number of
blooms he brought with him for the show.

Mr. Little had by far the largest collection from the states, number-
ing over 3,000 blooms. Miss M. E. Blacklock of Meadowvale, Ont.,
had the largest individual Canadian display.

Mr. A. B. Franklin of Minneapolis had a very large collection con-
sisting entirely of his own seedlings,"filling an immense circular table
and leaving a surplus that was used for decorative purposes. This table
created a great deal of interest for the entire period of the show as the
collection consisted of many of Mr. Franklin’s already named varieties
as well as a large number under number which are still on trial. More
about this display later on.

In the very center of the exhibition hall the Parks Department of
Toronto had a very interesting exhibit of peonies grown from roots
presented to the city by His Majesty King Edward VIII. Not only
Toronto, but many other cities of Canada were presented with peonies
by His Majesty, who is a great admirer of the flower.

We were all greatly disappointed in not being able to see Dr. F. G.
Brethour’s seedlings, but due to the duties he assumed at the show and
many weeks preceding the exhibition, he neglected to get them cut and in
storage at the proper season. It is hoped at some future show we may
see them, or at least some of the outstanding ones that have received
high praise by peony critics who have been privileged to see them in the
doctor’s garden. Dr. Brethour’s garden is located several miles from the
city of Toronto and due to many pressing engagements the writer was
not fortunate enough to get out to see them.

I was greatly aided in the compiling of this report by Mr. Geo. W.
Peyton, Dr. Earl B. White of Washington, D. C. and ]J. S. Elms of Ken-
sington, Md. It was impossible to get all the data necessary the first
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day and some of the exhibitors had removed their awards, making it
quite difficult to get a complete, detailed report. However, we feel that
we have enough detail so that you will be able to determine to your full
satisfaction the outstanding varieties that won distinction.

The judges officiating were the following named parties and we can
only assume that they did a most creditable job in judging for there was
not a single complaint registered that we are aware of. The judges and
their assignments are listed below.

CLASSES 1 TO 4 INCLUSIVE:
Dr. Earl B. White, Washington, D. C.
Harry W. Claybaugh, Franklin, Pa.
Edward Auten, Jr., Princeville, Iil.
CLASSES 5 TO 14 INCLUSIVE:

Lee R. Bonnewitz, Van Wert, Ohio.
L. E. Foster, York, Neb.
Harry F. Norton, Ayers Cliff, Quebec.

CLASSES 15 TO 26 INCLUSIVE:

A. J. Wilkus, St. i’aul, Minn.
J. A. Bongers, Ottumwa, la.
W. E. Saunders, London, Ontario.

CLASSES 27 TO 38 INCLUSIVE:

J. S. Elms, Kensington, Md.
W. C. Otis, Woburn, Mass.
Miss M. E. Blacklock, Meadowvale, Ontario.

CI.ASSES 39 TO ss INCLUSIVE:
Mrs. Harry Bickle, Toronto, Canada.
W. C. Oldfield, Kalamazoo, Mich.
F. ]J. Littleford, Hinsdale, Ill.
The Special Classes, outside of the seedlings, were judged by the
above.

Seedlings were judged by the following:

Prof. A. P. Saunders, Clinton, N. Y., chairman.
W. H. Thurlow, West Newbury, Mass.

Harry F. Little, Camillus, N. Y.

A. B. Franklin, Minneapolis, Minn.

Geo. W. Peyton, Rapidan, Va.

W. F. Christman, Northbrook, Ill.

Judging got under way shortly after the appointed hour of 11 A. M.
As usual, some of the exhibitors were a little late in getting their dis-
plays ready and judging was somewhat delayed to accommodate them.
In an atmosphere of fragrant odors, where brilliant colors blended,
and a bright sun shone through a glass circular dome, the thirty-third
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Two top winners at the Toronto Show: Harry . Left to right: Chas. W. Chambers, Commis-
F. Little, Camillus, N. Y.; Mrs. A. S. °  goner of Parks, Toronto, Can.; Chas. F.
Gowen, St. Paul, Minn. Wassenberg, president, American Peony So-

ciety of Van Wert, Ohio; W. F. Christman,
secretary, American Peony Society, North-

brook, Ill.

annual International Peony Show
was declared open in the Horticultural Building, Exhibition Grounds.

Surrounded by a barricade of immense peonies, with blooms proudly
raised, Mrs. W. A. Dunlap cut the white ribbon at 2:30 o’clock, to permit
the several hundred early horticulturists to view the finest peony blooms
on the American continent. Immediately behind the spot where the
opening ceremonials were held, was an exquisite setting created and
designed by the Parks Department of the city of Toronto, of blooms
grown from roots presented by his Majesty King Edward VIII, to the
department when he was Prince of Wales.

Mr. Charles Bauckham, General Chairman of the exhibition, in-
troduced Harry W. Claybaugh, President of the American Peony Society
who in turn presented to the City of Toronto a planting of peonies in
commemoration of the International Peony Show. Charles W. Chambers,
Commissioner of Parks of the City of Toronto accepted the gift. Various
growers in the states have signified their willingness to contribute a few
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roots to this cause and Canadian growers will also respond with con-
tributions.

A beautiful site has been selected for this planting and a suitable
tablet or memorial will be prepared showing the donors. Anyone in the
states who is willing to contribute a few roots to this cause should
get in touch with your Secretary as early as possible so that arrangements
can be made to receive them. To save the trouble experienced by duty
regulations, it is planned to have donations sent to me, and in turn I
will see that they are shipped to the proper party in Canada who will
arrange for proper entry. This will avoid a great deal of confusion and
duplications which we wish to avoid.

A splendid band concert held the first evening of the show was
missed by the writer who had to attend a directors’ meeting.

Continuing a practice that we started some years ago, we have
gone to considerable length to get a pretty complete detailed report of
the winning varieties. After having contacted many of our members,
this seems to be what is wanted and we hope it meets with your approval.

This year’s exhibition carried one of the largest schedules ever called
for at our annual shows. Dr. F. G. Brethour, in charge of Classification
and Schedule, left nothing undone to make his part of the show most
complete. Splendid prizes were awarded and it is to be regretted that
more exhibitors did not avail themselves of the opportunity afforded.

CLASS NO. 1—Collection of one hundred and not under eighty named variceties
was won by Harry F. Little, Camillus, N. Y., with as fine a lot of bloom
as it has been my privilege to see this year. This won the gold medal of
the American Peony Society and also a camel’s hair coat offered by one
of the outstanding Toronto stores, the Jeager House.

The winning varieties are listed below:

Asa Gray Elisa James Kelway
Avalanche Elise Renault Jeannot

Ball o’Cotton Ella Christiansen Jennie E. Richardson
Baroness Schroeder Eugenie Verdier Jocelyn

Biebrich Fanny Lee Judge Berry

Brand’s Magnificent Felix Crousse June Day

Chestine Gowdy
Clemenceau
Coronation

David Harum
Directeur Ursat

Dr. H. Barnsby
Duchesse de Nemours
Edwin C. Shaw
Edulis Superba
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Frances Willard
Frankie Curtis
George H. Hart
Georgiana Shaylor
Gigantea

Golden Dawn
Hansina Brand
Henri Core

Inspecteur Lavergne

Katherine Havemeyer
Kelway’s Glorious
Kelway’s Queen

Lady Alexandra Duff
La Fee

La Fontaine (Lemoine)
La France

La Lorraine

Lamartine (Lemoine)
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Left to right: A. B. Franklin, Minneapolis,
Minn.; Dr. J. S. Webb, Ithaca, N. Y.

J. C. Nicholls, Ithaca, N. Y.

Left to right: Mrs. Webb, Mr. Franklin
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Laura Dessert Mrs. Edward Harding Raoul Dessert

Le Cygne Mrs. Franklin D. Roose- Reine Hortense

Lora Dexheimer velt Robert E. Lee

Lorch Mrs. Frank Beach Robert Lee Davis
Madame Ducel Mrs. George Bunyard Rosa Bonheur

Madame Emile Galle Mrs. Harry F. Lictle Rose Shaylor

Madame Emile Lemoine (R-3) Sarah Bernhardt
Madame Escary Mrs. Shaylor Force Sarah M. Napier
Madame Jules Dessert Nick Shaylor Solange

Margaret Lough Qdalisque Souvenir de Louis Bigot
Marie Crousse Odile Susan B. White

Marie Jacquin Phoebe Cary Suzette

Marie Lemoine Phyllis Kelway Tourangelle

Martha Bulloch Pierre Duchartre Venus

Mary Brand President Coolidge Victoire de la Marne
Milton Hill President Wilson Victory Chateau Thierry
Minuet Pride of Essex Walter Faxon

Miss Salway Primevere W. F. Christman

Mont Blanc Rachel (Lemoinc) Winnifred Domme

A casual glance at the exhibit disclosed the following outstanding
bloom in Mr. Little’s Class No. 1.

Phyllis Kelway Mrs. Harry F. Little, a finc white.
Lady Alexandra Duff Biebrich, a fine flesh pink.

Odile Baroness Schroeder

Hansina Brand Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt
Raoul Dessert Jennie E. Richardson

There were several others that looked fine and as a whole, it was a
mighty hard job to pick out anything distinctly outstanding owing to the
fine quality of all the bloom displayed.

Second award in Class No. 1 went to Cherry Hill Nurseries of West
Newbury, Mass. In speaking of the various exhibitors from the states
we note we unintentionally overlooked mentioning this splendid firm at
the beginning of this article. We can always figure if at all possible,
Cherry Hill Nursery will exhibit, and the many hundred awards they
have received in the past is mute evidence of the quality of the bloom
they display and the character of stock they grow. At the Boston show
they invariably carry off first honors and to win over them means
excellent showmanship and judgment in selecting high grade bloom. We
still have pleasant recollections of the carload of bloom they brought
through to Minneapolis and St. Paul, Minn., at the annual exhibition of
the American Peony Society. This is the first time the experiment was
ever tried out for such a long distance and their flowers came through
in fine shape and carried off many prizes. I am not sure the returns
justified the expenditure necessary, but this was not the object of the
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experiment as it was purely for the love of the flower and to demonstrate
the possibilities of long distance movement of bloom that prompted them
to undertake the work. It established a precedent that has been taken ad-
vantage of ever since.

We do not have a complete list of their display varieties, but noted
as particularly outstanding the following:

Lady Aroostook Henry Avery Chestine Gowdy
Georgiana Shaylor La Lorraine Beauty’s Mask

The display as a whole was very uniform making it rather difficult
to note anything outstanding.

Third award in Class No. 1 went to Miss M. E. Blacklock, Meadow-
vale, Ont. Quite a considerable number of blooms in this exhibit were
not fully opened and of course this would influence the judges in making
their award. The exhibit looked much better the second day after the
blooms had developed considerably more, than at judging time. Miss
Blacklock and her assistants are to be congratulated on their effort to
win in this large class which can only be entered by those having a
large. representative collection of varieties.

Outstanding bloom noted are listed below:

Victoire de la Marne Mad. Jeanne Riviere Primevere
Mad. de Vatry Mad. Emile Galle Felix Crousse
Therese Berlioz

CLASS NO. 2—<Calling for a collection of twenty named varieties, three blooms
of each, semi-double or double, first honors were awarded to C. W. Bunn
of St. Paul, Minn., by the judges. Mr. Bunn had a remarkable lot of bloom
staged by Mrs. A. S. Gowen, who, in the absence of Mr. Bunn, staged all
his entries. We must not give all the credit to Mrs. Gowen as her hus-
band worked like the good trooper he is, to assist in the work.

1 am giving you a complete list of the winning varieties in this class as
they were all splendidly staged and of outstanding merit.

Florence McBeth Georgiana Shaylor Philippe Rivoire
Victoire de la Marne Milton Hill Myrtle Gentry
Marcha Bulloch La Lorraine Blanche King
Mad. Emile Lemoine Lady Kate Mrs. Frank Beach
Clemenceau Hansina Brand Mrs. J. V. Edlund
Mrs. A. M. Brand Mad. Jules Dessert Mary Brand
Lillian Gumm Souv. de Louis Bigot

Second award in Class No. 2 goes to Harry F. Little with the following
twenty varieties in fine condition, a close second indeed.

Martha Bulloch Phoebe Cary President Coolidge
Baroness Schroeder Mrs. Harry F. Little Myrtle Gentry
Mrs. F. A. Goodrich Marie Crousse Adolphe Rousseau
Biebrich Mad. Jules Dessert Le Cygne
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Mrs. Frank Beach Solange June Day
Kelway’s Queen Blanche King Frankie Curtis
Milton Hill Cherry Hill

Third award, Class No. 2, awarded Lindsay Horticultural Society. The
varieties that stood out above the others in this group were the following:

Felix Crousse Duchesse de Nemours Alsace Lorraine
Octavie Demay Venus La Rosiere

CLASS NO. 3—<Calling for a collection of ten named varieties, three blooms
of each, semi-double or double. First honors in this class went to Mr.
C. W. Bunn with the following varieties in excellent condition and of
unusually large size. Every bloom was a picture.

E. C. Shaw Frances Willard Enchantresse
Walter Faxon Hansina Brand Victoire da 1a Marne
Sarah Bernhardt Kelway’s Glorious Milton Hill

Nancy Dolman

Second award in Class No. 3 was won by Harry F. Little with a fine lot of
bloom. Was so interested in figuring out which was outstanding that I did not
get the complete list as I intended. 1 want to state that they were all fine
and were a close runner-up for first honors. Outstanding were noted the
following:

Blanche King Brand’s Magnificent Lamartine (Lemoine)
Sarah M. Napier

Third award in Class No. 3 went to C. F. Wood of London, Ont., who had
a splendid lot of bloom. The varieties appearing in this group were as follows:

Sarah Carstensen Mad. Escary Sarah Bernhardt
Mad. Edouard Doriat Baroness Schroeder La Lorraine
Marie Lemoine La Perle Lady Alexandra Duff

Auguste Dessert

The variety Mad. Escary is one seldom exhibited at our shows. It impressed
me very much as a worth while kind.

CLASS NO. 4—Ten blooms, one variety, white, semi-double or double.

Firs: honors in this class awarded Geo. W. Johnson of Hamilton, Ont.,
with a fine lot of Marie Lemoine.

Second award to Harry F. Little with the variety Mrs. Frank Beach.

No third award made.

CLASS NO. s—Ten blooms, one variety, light pink, named, semi-double or
double.

First award in this class to Mr. Harry F. Little with the variety Mad.
Jules Dessert.

Second award to C. W. Bunn with the variety Albert Crousse. Third
award to Miss M. E. Blacklock with Mad. Jules Dessert.

CLASS NO. 6—Ten blooms, one variety, named. Dark pink, semi-double or
double.

First award to Harry F. Little with Souv. de Louis Bigot.
Second to Geo. W. Johnson with Clemenceau.
Third to Miss M. E. Blacklock with Clemenceau.
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CLASS NO. 7—Ten blooms, one variety, red, named, semi-double or double.
First, Harry F. Little with Lora Dexheimer.
Second, Dr. F. G. Brethour with Philippe Rivoire.
Third, Geo. W. Johnson with Charles McKellip.

CLASS NO. 8—Three specimen blooms, one variety, white, named, semi-double
or double.

First, C. W. Bunn with the variety Mrs. J. V. Edlund.
Second, Harry F. Little with his namesake, Harry F. Little.
Third, Riverview Gardens with Mrs. A. M. Brand.

CLASS NO. 9—Three specimen blooms, one variety, light pink, named, semi-
double or double.

First award to C. W. Bunn with Hansina Brand.
Second, Dr. F. G. Brethour with Sarah Bernhardt.
Third, Riverview Gardens with Rosa Bonheur.

CLASS NO. 10—Three specimen blooms, one variety, dark pink, named,
semi-double or double.

First award to Riverview Gardens with Lady Kate.
Second, C. W. Bunn with Blanche King.
Third, Mrs. A. S. Gowen with Walter Faxon.

CLASS NO. 11—Three specimen blooms, one variety, red, named, semi-double
or double.

First honors to C. W. Bunn with the variety Daniel Boone.
Second, Harry F. Little with Lora Dexheimer.
Third, Riverview Gardens with Philippe Rivoire.

CLASS NO. 12—One specimen bloom, white, semi-double or double, named.
First award to C. W. Bunn with Mrs. J. V. Edlund.
Second, Mrs. A. S. Gowen with Le Cygne.
Third, Harry F. Little with Le Cygne.

CLASS NO. 13—One specimen bloom, light pink, semi-double or double,
named.

First prize to Mrs. A. S. Gowen with Hansina Brand.
Second to Harry F. Little with Nick Shaylor.
Third, C. F. Wood with Mad. Escary.

CLASS NO. 14—One specimen bloom, dark pink, semi-double or double, named.
First, Mrs. A. S. Gowen with Walter Faxon.
Second, C. W. Bunn with Blanche King.
Third, Geo. Gilding, Toronto, with Mons. Jules Elie.

CLASS NO. 15—One specimen bloom, red, semi-double or double, named.
First, Mrs. A. S. Gowen with Philippe Rivoire.
Second, C. W. Bunn with Daniel Boone.
Third, Riverview Gardens with Philippe Rivoire.

CLASS NO. 16—Six specimen blooms, one variety, any color, named, semi-
double or double.

First, C. F. Wood with La Lorraine.
Second, Riverview Gardens with Lady Kate.
‘Third, C. W. Bunn with Hansina Brand.
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CLASS NO. 17—Collection of Japanese varieties in separate containers, number
of varieties and quality to count.

First, Harry F. Little, with the following:

Flamboyant Akalu Departing Sun
Alma Aureolin Tokio
Fuji-zome-gorono Mikado White Lady
Cathedral Mrs. A. L. Chapin Isani Gidui
Tamate-Boku Charm Prairie Afire
Instituteur Doriat Fuyajo Kukeni Jishi
Mrs. Wilder Bancroft Margaret Atwood Rashoomon
Ohanagassa White Queen

No second or third awards made in this class.

CLASS NO. 18—Collection of single varieties, in separate containers. Number
of varieties and quality to count.

First award to Harry F. Little with the following:

Pride of Langport Man O’'War Albiflora
Kelway’s Wild Rose Black Prince L’Etincelante
Minnehaha Vera Le Jour

Harriet Olney
Second prize to Miss M. E. Blacklock with the following:

Marguerite Gerard Madeline Gauthier Eglantine
Veloutine Iroka (Pink single) Dreadnought

Peep O’Day Camille Kelway’s Gorgeous
Chalice Clairette Minerve

No third award given.

CLASS NO. 19—Six specimen blooms, one variety, named Japanese.
First, Harry F. Little with Isani Gidui.
Second, Dr. F. G. Brethour with Rashoomon.
Third, Geo. W. Johnson with King of England.

CLASS NO. 20—Six specimen blooms, one variety, named, single.
First, Harry F. Little with Marguerite Dessert.
Second, Miss M. E. Blacklock with Kelway’s Gorgeous.
No third award given.

CLASS NO. 21—One specimen bloom, Japanese, white, named.
First award to Harry F. Little with Isani Gidui.

Second, Mrs. A. S. Gowen with the same variety.
No third award.

CLASS NO. 22—One specimen bloom, Japanese, named, pink.
First award to Harry F. Little with Fuji-zome-gorono.
Second, Dr. F. G. Brethour with Tomate-Boku.

Third, Geo. W. Johnson with Ama-no-sode.

CLASS NO. 23—One specimen bloom, Japanese, red, named.
First award to Harry F. Little with Some-ganoko.
Second, Robt. M. Ladd with Rashoomon.

Third, Dr. F. G. Brethour with Instituteur Doriat.

CLASS NO. 24—One specimen bloom, single, any color, named.
First award to Miss M. E. Blacklock with the variety Iroka, (Jap.).
Second, Harry F. Little with Le Jour.
No third award.

(=0 8]0



eAMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY BULLETIN 39

CLASS NO. 25—Collection of Tree Peonies, single or double.
No entries.

CLASS NO. 26—Collection of officinalis species like Lobato, Mlokosewitschi,
Woodwardi, etc., and hybrids. Number of varieties and quality to count.
No entries.
Advanced Amateur Class, Group 2
The following classes are only for those who grow peonies for pleasure,
who do not advertise as growers by signs, stationery, price lists or catalogues,
and whose expenditures for new varieties exceeds all receipts for sales of
flowers or roots. )
CLASS NO. 27—<Collection of not less than thirty nor more than forty named
vareities, double or semi-double, one bloom of each.
First award to Mrs. A. S. Gowen with the following fine lot.

Mrs. Deane Funk Lora Dexheimer Hansina Brand
Mrs. Frank Beach Alice Harding Mrs. A. M. Brand

President Wilson Mabel Franklin Mons. Dupont
Argentine June Day Longfellow

Wm. F. Turner Blanche King Reine Hortense
Tourangelle Myrtle Gentry Walter Faxon

Le Cygne Mary Brand Mrs. Edward Harding

Mad. Jules Dessert
Florence McBeth

Mrs. John M. Kleitsch
Rosa Bonheur
Kelway’s Glorious

Martha Bulloch

Victory Chateau Thierry
Adolphe Rousseau

Sarah Bernhardt

Hazel Kinney

Mrs. C. S. Minot La Lorraine:
Philippe Rivoire Felix Crousse

Second award to Mrs. G. E. Dunbar with the following varieties that were
outstanding:

Felix Crousse
Marie Crousse
E. G. Hill

Third award to Geo. W. Johnson and in this collection were noted as
outstanding the following:
Desire La Perle
Enchantresse Mme. Emile Dupraz
CLASS NO. 28—Collection of fifteen named varieties, one bloom of each.

Double or semi-double.

First award to Mrs. A. S. Gowen with the following varieties:

Phoebe Carey

Frances Willard
Cornelia Shaylor
Mons. Martin Cahuzac
Milton Hill

Grandiflora (Richardson)
La France

Sarah Bernhardt
Queen Wilhelmina
Graziella

Mlle. Leonie Calot

Reine Hortense
Martha Bulloch
Philippe Rivoire
Mrs. Frank Beach
Felix Crousse

Rosa Bonheur
Karl Rosefield
Mons. Dupont
Myrtle Gentry
Milton Hill

Frances Willard
Nina Secor

June Day

Mad. Jules Dessert
Mrs. Deane Funk

Second award to Geo. W. Johnson, among whose varieties exhibited were

noted as unusually good:
Pasteur
Reine Hortense

Longfellow
Mad. Jules Dessert

No third award given.
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CLASS NO. 29—Collection of ten named varieties, one bloom of each, semi-
double or double.

First award to Mrs. A. S. Gowen with the following ten:

Hansina Brand Milton Hill Kelway’s Queen

Longfellow Mrs. Frank Beach Myrtle Gentry

Mrs. A. M. Brand Clemenceau Mary Brand
Mons. Dupont

Second award to Geo. W. Johnson. Outstanding were Elie Chevalier,
Neptune and Claire Dubois.

No third award given Class No. 29.

CLASS NO. 30—Collection of five named varietics, one bloom of each, semi-
double or double.
First award not allowed. Did not learn cause. Think varieties unnamed.
Second award to Geo. Geldig of Toronto, with the following five:

Felix Crousse Mons. Jules Elie Mad. Emile Galle
Sarah Bernhardt Festiva Maxima

No third award.

CLASS NO. 31—Two specimen blooms, one variety, white, semi-double or
double.
First award to Mrs. A. S. Gowen with Le Cygne.
Second, Mrs. Harry Bickle with Solange.
Third, Geo. W. Johnson with Mad. Jules Dessert.

CLASS NO. 32—Two specimen blooms, one variety, light pink, named, semi-
double or double.

First, Mrs. A. S. Gowen with Myrtle Gentry.
Second, Geo. Gilding with Mad. Jules Dessert.
Third, A. Jack, Toronto, with Solange.

CLASS NO. 33—Two specimen blooms, one variety, dark pink, named, semi-
double or double.

First to Mrs. G. E. Dunbar with Willow Love.
Second, Mrs. A. S. Gowen with Walter Faxon.
Third to Geo. W. Johnson with Henri Murger. (Rose pink.)

CLASS NO. 34—Two specimen blooms, one variety, red, named, semi-double or
double.

First, Mrs. A. S. Gowen with Philippe Rivoire.
Second, Geo. Gilding with Felix Crousse.
Third, Charles Bauckham with Mons. Martin Cahuzac.

CLASS NO. 35—Six stems of bloom, named, one variety, not disbudded, any
type.
No entries in this class. It looks as though most exhibitors took the pre-
caution to disbud, as they should.

CLASS NO. 36—<Collection of Japanese and singles, quantity and quality to
count.

First award to Mr. C Lamont, Guelph, Ont. Collection not named.
No second or third award.

Go 8|C



eAMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY BULLETIN 41

CLASS NO. 37—One specimen bloom, Japanese, named, any color.
First award to Mrs. A. S. Gowen with Isani Gidui.
Second, Geo. W. Johnson, variety not named.
No third award.

CLASS NO. 38—One specimen bloom, named, single, any color.
Exhibits disqualified as only full doubles shown.

Amateur Class. Group 3.

These classes are only open to those who employ no skilled labor, who
sell no flowers or roots and who do not advertise in any way. They are meant
for novices and are not open to exhibitors in groups one and two.

CLASS NO. 39—Collection of twelve named varieties, one bloom for each,
semi-double or double.
No entries in this class.

CLASS NO. 40—Collection of five named varieties, one bloom of each, semi-
double or double.

No entries.

CLASS NO. 41—Three specimen blooms, one variety, any color, semi-double
or double.
First to H. R. Williams, Hamilton, Ont., with Mons. Jules Elie.
Second to Thomas Naylor, Toronto, with Sarah Bernhardt.
Third, S. Belsey, Toronto, with Felix Crousse.

CLASS NO. 42—One bloom, white, semi-double or double, named.
First, H. R. Williams, Hamilton, Ont., with Solange.
Second, Harry Norton, Ayers Cliff, Quebec, with Kelway’s Glorious.
No third award.

CLASS NO. 43—One bloom pink, semi-double or double, named.
First, H. R. Williams, with Mad. Jules Dessert.
Second, Mrs. A. Appleyard, Toronto, with Sarah Bernhardt.
Third, Mrs. M. G. Willmott with Therese.

CLASS NO. 44—One bloom, red, named, semi-double or double.
First, Thomas Naylor with Felix Crousse.
No other awards made.

CLASS NO. 45—One bloom, any color, semi-double or double. To be selected
by judges from Classes No. 42, 43 and 44.
First award to H. R. Williams with Mad. Jules Dessert. No other awards
made.

CLASS NO. 46—Collection of Japanese and singles, named, in one container.
No awards.

CLASS NO. 47—One bloom, Japanese white.
No awards.

CLASS NO. 48—One bloom, Japanese pink.
No awards.

CLASS NO. 49—One bloom, Japanese red.
No entries.
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CLASS NO. 50—One bloom, Japanese, any color, selected from Classes No.
47, 48 and 49.
No award.

CLASS NO. 51-—One bloom, single, any color.
No award.

CLASS NO. s2—Basket, not over eight inches in diameter, peonies, with or
without other foliage. Quality and artistic arrangement to count. Ex-
hibitor to furnish basket.

First, Mrs. Allan Gow, Toronto.

Second, Thomas Naylor, Toronto.
Third, H. R. Williams, Hamilton.

CLASS NO. 53—One bloom, Canadian seedling, grown by introducer, semi-
double or double, any color.
No awards.

CLASS NO. 54—One bloom, Canadian seedling, grown by introducer. Japanese
or single.
First, J. W. Keagey, Dundas, Ont. Variety not named.
No other awards.

CLASS NO. 5s5—Winner of most points in previous classes. This award to be
given to exhibitors scoring most points in Classes No. 39 to 55 inclusive.
H. R. Williams of Hamilton, Ont., winner.

Special Classes. Open to all exhibitors.

CLASS NO. s6—Best bloom in show, selected by the judges.
Awarded to C. W. Bunn of St. Paul, Minn., with Mrs. J. V. Edlund, a
beautiful white variety.

CLASS NO. s7—Collection of two blooms each of ten varieties, any type, any
color, introduced since 1922.

First, Harry F. Little with the following:

Myrtle Gentry Mrs. F. A. Goodrich Henri Core

Alice Harding QOdile Mrs. Franklin D. Roose-
Blanche King Victory Chateau Thierry  velt

Robert E. Lee Hazel Kinney

No other entries.

CLASS NO. 58—The Court of Honor. Five specimen blooms in any type,
any color, in one container.

First award to Mrs. A. S. Gowen, with the following:

Reine Hortense Mrs. A. M. Brand Philippe Rivoire
Cornelia Shaylor Myrtle Gentry

Second to Dr. F. G. Brethour with the following:
June Athalie Lady of the Snow Sarah Bernhardt
Solange Mrs. Love

Third to Geo. W. Johnson with the following:
Edmond About La Tendresse Sarah Bernhardt
Stanley Mons. Martin Cahuzac

CLASS NO. 59—Seedlings.
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CLASS NO. 60—Advanced seedlings.

The above two classes were judged by the Seedling Judges and their report
follows:

“The Seedling Committee give special commendation to Mr. A. B. Franklin
of Minneapolis, Minn., for his large and interesting exhibit of seedlings, some
of which, including A. B. Franklin, Charm, Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, and
others have already received deserved recognition from the Seedling Committee.

“J. C. Nicholls of Ithaca, N. Y., was awarded the Silver Medal of the
American Peony Society, also the American Home Achievement Medal for the
variety Mrs. Livingston Farrand.

“Seedling No. 9 of this same originator received Honorable Mention.

“Howard Hartry of London, Ont., was awarded an Honorable Mention for
a single pink, (spotted like Marguerite Dessert).”

Signed, W. F. CHRISTMAN
HARRY F. LITTLE A. B. FRANKLIN
WINTHROP H. THURLOW A. B. SAUNDERS, Chairman
GEO. W. PEYTON Seedling Committee Judges.

Some notes were made of other seedlings displayed and while this is not the
recommendation of the Seedling Committee, nevertheless these particular seed-
lings have merit and will have an opportunity at future shows to compete for
recognition by the Judges.

Riverview Gardens of St. Paul, Minn., had a very good white seedling

No. 1-26. It is a pure white with green flecks on central petals. Festiva
Maxima type. No red flecks. Will make a good cut flower.

Onec of Mr. A. H. Fewkes seedlings, No. §7-28 also noted. It is similar
in appearance to Tourangelle but has a stronger stem.

In Mr. Franklin’s seedlings were noted a few of the many that were out-
standing. This collection comprised many of the very good named sorts
originated by Mr. Franklin as follows: Acme, A. B. Franklin, Blushing Beauty,
Charm, Chief, Diadem, Duluth, Franklin’s Pride, Gopher Beauty, Jean Ann,
Loren Franklin, Minuet, Mrs. A. B. Franklin, Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Pres. Franklin D. Roosevelt, Ramona, Resplendent and Winnie Winkle.

Seedling R. 55, a very dark red, medium to large size. A very lovely red
in its early stages. This variety appeared at its best the evening before the
opening of the show and attracted much favorable comment.

E-61 was another very good red, of medium size. Well rounded, cupped
guards that reflex with size as all of this type do.

J. E.-10, good, dark, rose pink Jap. Very long, wide petaloids, fully
transformed.

D-44, white double of good form. Similar to Le Cygne.

CLASS NO. 61—The Boyd Memorial Medal for the most distinguished entry
in the show was awarded Mr. A. B. Franklin of Minneapolis, Minn., for his
display of new seedlings.

CLASS NO. 62—Basket of peonies, one variety, 25 to 35 stems, not disbudded,
with no other foliage or flowers used. Judged for artistic effect only.
First, Miss M. E. Blacklock, with Mad. Emile Gallee.

Second, Lindsay Horticultural Society, with Felix Crousse.
Third, Charles Bauckham with a rose pink, single.
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CLASS NO. 63—Basket of peonies, basket not to exceed 12 inches in diameter,
with or without other flowers or foliage. Arrangement of flowers and
adaptability of basket to count.

First, Dr. F. G. Brethour.
Second, Mrs. G. E. Dunbar.
Third, Lindsay Horticultural Society.

CLASS NO. 64—Vase of peonies, vase not to exceed eight inches in diameter.
First, Mrs. Allan Gow.
Second, A. Jack.
Third, Lindsay Horticultural Society.

CLASS NO. 65—Best arrangement of peonies without other flowers or foliage,
to be placed in a standard vase not to exceed eight inches, to be used for
wedding decoration.

First, Lindsay Horticultural Society.
Second, Mrs. G. E. Dunbar.
Third, Miss M. E. Blacklock.

CLASS NO. 66—Vase of peonies, semi-double or double, twelve stems, not dis-
budded. No other flowers or foliage.

First, Mrs. G. E. Dunbar.
Second, Dr. F. G. Brethour.
Third, S. Belsey.

CLASS NO. 67—Vase of Japanese or singles, not disbudded, twelve stems. No
other flowers or foliage.

First, Dr. F. G. Brethour.
Second, Mrs. G. E. Dunbar.
Third, Miss M. E. Blacklock.

CLASS NO. 68—Best arrangement of peonies without other flowers in low
receptacle for dining table.

First, Mrs. Allan Gow with Tamate-Boku.
Second, Dr. F. G. Brethour.
Third, Miss M. E. Blacklock.

In Class No. 69, for most artistic arrangement of perennial and shrubs
to occupy a space of 200 square feet, quality, quantity and arrangement to
count, first honors were won by Miss M. E. Blacklock.

IN CLASS NO. 70—Most artistic arrangement of perennials and shrubs to
occupy 100 square feet, quality, quantity and arrangement to count.
First, Riverdale Horticultural Society.

Second, Mimico Horticultural Society.

CLASS NO. 71—Best new peony exhibited awarded the Achievement Medal
offered by American Home was found in the collection of Col. J. C.
Nicholls of Ithaca, N. Y. The variety winning this honor was Mrs.
Livingston Farrand.
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Notes on the Show

Riverview Gardens had a special display, not in competition, which
contained some excellent bloom. The best of the ones noted were Grace
Loomis, Milton Hill, Cornelia Shaylor, Mrs. A. M. Brand, Odile, Lillian
Gumm, Martha Bulloch, Mrs. Calvin Coolidge and Auguste Dessert.
Mr. A. J. Wilkus of St. Paul, the proprietor of Riverview Gardens, is
an excellent showman and always stages a great display of bloom at
the local shows. He also specializes in iris and gladiolus, having large
collections of both of these flowers.

% * *

The new seedling of Col. Nicholls received a lot of most favorable
comment by peony admirers. It is deeper in color than Walter Faxon
and possesses as fine a fragrance, which is saying a great deal. The color
is pleasingly striking, possessing that much desired pink tone that is
greatly admired. One of the parents, I understand, is Marie Crousse.
The stem did not appear to be as strong as it should be to support the
bloom, but understand the blossoms were cut from young plants and
this may account for the apparent weakness of the stem. It has been
some time since we had our hundred-dollar peonies but we overheard an
offer of $100.00 cash for a division of this variety this fall. The offer
was not accepted definitely. I was also much impressed with his seedling
No. 9, a grand white.

* % *

Mr. Harry A. Norton of Ayers Cliff, Quebec, can always be counted
upon to attend the peony show of the Society. Sickness in his immediate
family caused him to make his visit"brief but he did bring in an exhibit.
Most of his peonies were frozen in May but he stated he brought what
he had left to show his loyalty to the Society. We need more exhibitors
like Mr. Norton who have the interest of the peony at heart.

* % *»
Miss Blacklock and her assistants went to a great deal of labor to
exhibit their display which was a very attractive setting of peonies,
delphinium and various other plants and shrubs. Much credit is due

their untiring efforts as they had an extensive showing that won first
in class 69 for a display occupying a space of 200 square feet.

» » *
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I do not have before me a list of exhibitors and for that reason
will doubtless overlook a number that should have mention buc it is
not intentional on my part.

The Hamilton Horticultural Society had a display of peonies among
which the following were outstanding in the exhibit: Clemenceau, Mme.
Jules Dessert, Livingstone, Marie Crousse, Sarah Bernbardt and Elie
Chevalier.

The Guelph Horticultural Society displayed peonies in baskets
making an attractive showing.

Judges Bonnewitz, Foster and Norton recommended Honorable
Mention for the largest display of peonies in baskets and vases entered
by Guelph Horticultural Society.

The Riverdale Horticultural Society entered in class 70 with a
display covering 100 square feet and won first place for their effort.

The Mimico Horticultural Society also entered in this same class,
No. 70, and came off with second honors.

Much credit is due to every exhibitor who took an active part in
the exhibition, as it is the sum total of these efforts that makes the show.

There is still a great deal to be learned by exhibitors in the matter
of proper cutting stages for cold storage. A great deal larger display
could have been made if the cold storage facilities provided had been
fully appreciated by prospective exhibitors who let their bloom go by,
fearing they could not hold them until the show dates. It took only a
glance at some of the prize winning classes to see how wonderful blooms
can be carried in cold storage for a considerable period of time.

* * %

Mr. J. W. Keagey of Dundas, Ontario, displayed a number of Glen-
holm Seedlings of many types and kinds. Some of them gave promise of
being heard from in the future.

* * ®

I have never been more fully convinced than I was this year in
driving overland from Chicago to Toronto, and then back to Cleveland,
Ohio, and from there through northern Ohio and Indiana, that there is
unlimited opportunity for peony planting in homes and gardens. If each
yard and garden in the country would have planted in its border two
or three peony plants, the available supply in the country would soon
be entirely absorbed. There is much missionary work to be done along
this line of peony planting in the home grounds.

* 3% g
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One thing that stands out in the recent exhibition at Toronto was
the wonderful hospitality on all sides experienced by every one from the
states and provinces. Nothing was left undone to make the show a
complete success.

Mr. Charles Bauckham, the general chairman of the exhibition, is
to be highly commended for the splendid co-operation he had all down
the line. He is a man of keen business ability and a lot of last minute
confusion and unpreparedness that is experienced at some of our yearly
shows was entirely lacking due to this fact.

Every chairman of the various committees and those working with
them deserve high praise for their loyalty and accomplishments in making
all departments work in complete harmony and precision. Every post
was filled by competent performers who knew their duty and carried
it out to the complete satisfaction of all concerned.

* % *

Dr. F. G. Brethour, chairman of classification and schedule,
provided us with one of the most complete schedules we have seen for
some time. The prizes secured were also of a high class and the winners
will have something to look forward to for years to come, as most prizes
were given in valuable peony roots of the newer and better kinds. The
work in connection with the schedule, its preparation and dissemination
among the members was a considerable task due to many aggravating
delays, and due to this fact Dr. Brethour had to neglect his own bloom
and but very little of his fine work with seedlings could be shown.

* » *

Mrs. Harry Bickle, chairman of entertainment and reception, per-
formed a most pleasing task that was a delight to all having the privilege
of attending the show. There was not a dull moment and the entertain-
ment provided was of the highest class. Many members from the states
approached me and stated that they had never been so royally entertained
at any annual exhibition. Every one on this committee is to be com-
mended for their fine work.

5 bl *

The first evening of the show, June 24, there was a delightful
banquet held at the Royal York Hotel. After the banquet we were
favored with a most impressive and delightful speech by Mr. Norman
Somerville that held the audience at close attention every minute he
occupied the speakers’ platform. He stressed the close union between the
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United States and Canada and the friendly relations of the inhabitants
of each country. Many amusing stories were told to bring out the points
at issue and the time he occupied went by all too quickly.

Mr. Charles Bauckham was master of ceremonies, which station he
performed in his most gracious and able manner. He called on a number
for short talks, among whom was the president of the American Peony
Society, Harry W. Claybaugh of Franklin, Pa. Mr. Claybaugh spoke
of the planting that was to be made in the park surrounding the exhibi-
tion hall in commemoration of the International Peony Show, and also
spoke of the neighborly relations existing between the United States
and Canada.

A. J. Webster, president of the Ontario Rose Society, was present and
after an introduction by Mr. Charles Bauckham, gave a short talk, invit-
ing all rose lovers to view the exhibit that was in progress in the Royal
York Hotel. Fifteen thousand roses in 300 varieties were viewed by
many of our members.

Short responses were made by a few others called upon but no long
talks were countenanced, nor was it necessary to curtail any of the
responses as it was generally understood by all present that the meeting
was to be brief, allowing those present to go to the exhibition hall and
enjoy a delightful band concert that had been provided by the com-
mittee. The writer missed this pleasure, as a meeting of the directors
was called immediately after the banquet, and as there was considerable
business to transact, we did not get an opportunity to reach the hall
until long after closing hours.

¢ * %

The proper handling and staging of a large show is a considerable
task, but it was ably handled by Mr. E. F. Collins who was chairman of
this committee. This committee is one of the most important, and the
success of their efforts is reflected in the favorable termination of the
event.

% ¥ *

The publicity handled by T. P. Russell was most ably done and
the attendance at the show was very favorable. All the newspapers in
the city of Toronto were generous and full reports of the show were
promptly reported.

* * *

Mr. Alan Gow, chairman of the cold storage committee, deserves

a vote of thanks together with all those assisting him in the work. The
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flowers sent in for storage were properly handled and came out in fine
condition. Some bloom, improperly cut, did not fare so well, but this
is outside of the province of the storage committee. Much education
along the line of proper cutting of buds must be done and this is best
accomplished by staging shows yearly and urging all contestants to use
every effort to study all literature available on proper procedure. On
page 184 of the Peony Manual will be found an article on this very
subject by that most able showman, Mr. Harry F. Little of Camillus,
N. Y. A glance at the first prize winner in many of the large classes
will be ample proof that he knows his subject well. Mr. Little has been
one of the foremost exhibitors of peonies at our annual exhibitions for
several years, and to study his methods of procedure will be valuable
to anyone hoping to get in the winning classes at our shows. The
BULLETIN also contains several articles on this same subject.

Mr. Gow accepted the chairmanship of the storage committee with
some hesitation, but immediately secured all the information he could
on the proper temperatures at which to hold the bloom and the success
he accomplished speaks well for the preparation he made and the careful
precautions he applied to insure success. We admire his courage and
ability and I am sure the local exhibitors around Toronto will do well
to get in touch with Mr. Gow if ‘they are planning on cold storage of
their blooms for show purposes.

» * *

Mr. John S. Hall was in charge of booths and containers. Ample
supply of containers was on hand for all wishing them, which is some-
times found a handicap at our shows. His committee functioned admir-
ably.

* * %

Considerable expense was found necessary to properly complete the
arrangements planned and it is our hope that the treasurer, Mr. A. H.
Harkness, will find a balance on the right side of the ledger. We have
some little apprehension on this score. The Rose Society holding its
annual show the same date, doubtless cut down the admissions at the
show considerably.

* * *

Mrs. G. E. Dunbar, 27 Glen Cove Avenue E., Toronto, was hostess
at a most delightful luncheon at the Granite Club which a considerable
number attended. Mrs. Dunbar was a most gracious hostess and her
delightful personality added greatly to the pleasure of all those present.
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