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JUNE, 1935

Descriptive Lists of the Newer Peonies
Com piled by GEorGE W. PEYTON, Rapidan, Va.

N AN effort to satisfy the rather insistent demand for descriptions
I and information concerning the peonies which have been introduced

in the past ten or fifteen years, beginning with this issue of the
BuLLETIN and continuing, as may be found necessary and convenient,
in subsequent issues, such lists will be published in accordance with
descriptions and information that can be obtained. The descriptions and
comments are an effort to combine the introducers’ descriptions with such
authentic information as could be gotten in regard to the performance
and desirability of each variety in various parts of the country. Indi-
vidual comments, while not generally directly quoted, have been used
to get the net result. While no one knows better than the compiler how
far these results depart from what might be accomplished, given time,
opportunity and a general response from those who could help out with
valuable information about the varieties they grow, which information
is very hard to get, yet it is hoped that these descriptions will prove
of some genuine value to those who consult them, and be worth the
time and space given to them.

As a general thing the varieties will be listed alphabetically. The
first line will give a general description, name, introducer, year of intro-
duction, rating (latest known), type, time of blooming, and general
color. The term “blush” is used to cover those that have a pink tint
to distinguish them from the pure whites. Owing to the difficulty of
drawing a hard and fast line between the light and dark pinks, no attempt
has been made to do this in the first line descriptions. Following this

3

Go 8]0



4 AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY BULLETIN

general description is a much fuller one which gives such specific infor-
mation as has been available. When known, the bad qualities have been
given as well as the good, but no peony has been given a “black eye”
unnecessarily.

In cases where one originator has placed a very large number of
varieties in commerce, it has been deemed best to publish these descrip-
tions in separate articles. Such an article describing the introductions of
Mr. Edward Auten, Jr., of Princeville, Ill., will be published either in
this issue or a following one. Similarly Kelway and Sons of Langport,
England, will have their originations treated in another article.

When the desired information is at hand the Japanese varieties listed
by the Chugai Shokubutsu Yen and the Yokohama Nursery Company
will also be treated. Possibly others will be treated similarly.

The first list contains, as a general thing, the older doubles introduced
from about 1922 to 1928. Some later ones are included and some of
this period have been omitted for more information. Some of earlier
introduction have been included where it seemed wise to do so. Singles
and Japs have been omitted awaiting the report of the Trial Grounds
at Urbana after the coming blooming season.

It is intended to publish other lists after the present blooming
season that will contain the majority of the ones not listed in this issue.
In order to give adequate descriptions of these, it is urgently requested
that everyone who grows one or more of these new ones, send in as
full a report of performance as possible as soon after the season as it can
be done. This is a great deal of trouble to everyone, but if this informa-
tion is supplied it will help immeasurably in the compilation of these
descriptions. All growers are urged to send in at once their lists of
ones they expect to introduce this year, with very full and complete
descriptions. It will be to their advantage as well as ours. A list of
those who have taken the trouble to send in these comments will be
published in due time.

Please write us your opinion of these descriptions, how they may be
improved, what information you would like that has been omitted and
correct any errors that have crept in. Ask any questions you may wish
and they will be gladly answered if possible. Tell us wherein we have
failed and where succeeded. Your help is needed.

ALEx. D. Vories (Vories, 1924). 8.27. Double. Midseason. Red.

Tall, good stems and foliage, flower very large and showy, red of American
Beauty shade. While its color is not of the best, yet this is a very spectacular
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«AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY BULLETIN 5

flower that attracts a great deal of attention, a free bloomer and excellent
grower.

ALesia (Lemoine, 1927). 8.98. Double. Late. White.

Full double flower of large size, creamy white deepening to the center,
perfect form, tall, good stems, fine foliage, robust grower, rose fragrance. While
stll not widely known, reports indicate that it is generally quite dependable.
It is certainly one of the most beautiful of Lemoine’s peonies, making a perfect
flower on a splendid plant. Stocks are very limited.

Arice HARDING (Lemoine, 1922). 9.39. Double. Late midseason. Blush.

Very large guard petals of light pink surrounding a central rosette of
creamy white petals tinted pink, making a flower of great beauty, carried on
excellent stems with foliage of unusual beauty, this is considered by Lemoine
w be his best peony. It has taken its place in this country among the best as
it seems to be dependable and satisfactory in all parts, many reporting it to
be the finest flower in their gardens. Some diseased stock would seem to account
for the few adverse reports. It may be slightly deficient in keeping qualities.

ARGENTINE (Lemoine, 1924). 8.76. Double. Late. White.

Reports from every section indicate that this very large and beautiful
creamy white flower, borne on good strong stems of medium height is not a

dependable bloomer. Its blooms are considered by many the equal of any in
beauty.

ARMIDE (Lemoine, 1933). New. Double. Late. White.

Enormous flowers, white tinged cream in the center, tall, strong stems,
very late, but a good opener is the description given by Lemoine. So far as
known there are only one or two plants of it in this country and they have
not been released for distribution.

AviaATEUR LINDBERGH (Doriat, 1927). 8.43. Double. Midseason. Red.

Rather dwarf in growth with very large and brilliant red flowers with
some white markings and some stamens showing. Free bloomer. Opinion varies
to a2 remarkable degree about the merit of this peony. Some think it one of
the best reds while others consider its color very poor and not worth growing.
Better see it before you buy it and then if you like reds you will probably add
it to your collection.

Berry Brossom (Thurlow, 1925). 8.73. Late midseason. White.

Guard petals white tinted yellow, center petals white with a collar of short
narrow staminodes heavily edged yellow. Rather dwarf in growth. General
effect soft yellow. A nice flower.

Bisop BURKE (Vories, 1925). 8.40. Double. Midseason. Red.

A large crimson with silvery sheen of good habit and attractive to many.

BiancHe KiNG (Brand, 1922). 8.90. Double. Late midseason. Pink.

Medium tall, good stems, large full double, brilliant dark pink, blooming
_'ell wherever it has been tried, this flower is now considered by all who grow
It, as probably the best dark pink that has been introduced recently. Its color

always appealed to those who like a dark pink and it will increase in
popularity as it becomes more widely disseminated.
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CHABANNES LA PaLice (Doriat, 1929). 8.72. Double. Midseason. Red.

A beautiful plant from the time it lifts its brilliant stems above ground
until it is killed by frost, this very striking cherry red flower of large size
carries a strong appeal to all who like brilliant spots of color in their gardens.
Tall, vigorous, dependable.

CHARLOT (Doriat, 1924). 8.54. Double. Midseason. Pink.

Tall with gracefully bending stems, this large silvery lilac pcony with its
glowing center of reddish tint makes a landscape variety of great value.

CoLoMBINE (Lemoine, 1933). New. Double. Midseason. White.

Medium-sized stems with white cup-shaped flowers having yellowish centers
is all the information to be obtained about this new one. Only one or two in
America.

COoMMANDER (Brand, 1928). 7.83. Double. Late. Red.

A large, full, double solferino red, late and very dependable bloomer, this
has its place where such a flower is wanted. Medium height.

DAPHNE (Earnshaw, 1919). 8.88. Double. Late midseason. Blush.

Immense in size, often the equal of any white, with good strong stems and
rose fragrance, this daintily tinted peony does not always perform well. It
seems to be resentful of division and takes several ycars to recover. When its
pink-veiled blooms come in perfection, it will rank among the best.

Deepie May (Vories, 1927). 8.58. Double. Early. Pink.

This rather queerly named peony is described by Judge Vories as white,
but when it first opens it is a very beautiful shade of light pink, nothing washed
out about it. If left on the plant it gradually fades to white. It has some
red markings on the edges of its petals and is loosely buile. It is tall and of
good carriage. Those who like its type of flower think it one of the finest of
its class.

DeNis DEBATENE (Doriat, 1926). 8.65. Double. Midseason. Pink.

Large round guard petals of dark silvery pink with a globular center of
shorter petals of the same color mingled with lighter ones and some petaloids of
salmon pink, stems medium height, quite strong, this appeals to the lovers of
the daintily beautiful.

DenNise (Lemoine, 1924). 8.74. Double. Late midseason. Blush.

This very large white with a decided pink tone and usually quite prom-
inent red markings on its center petals, though these are sometimes quite faint,
borne on very strong upright stems of medium height and having delightful
rose fragrance, ranks among Lemoine’s best and most dependable. To many
people the presence of the red markings mars its beauty, hence its rating.

DRecTeEUR URrsaT (Doriat, 1925). 8.39. Double. Early. Pink.

Large, light pink guards with yellow tinted globular center, medium
height on fair stems, this is one of the dainty peonies that carry a very strong
appeal to most of us.

DuLcINEE (Lemoine, 1925). 8.05. Double. Late. Pink.

Very late of a beautiful pink of light tint with strong stems this flower has
only shown its beauties to a very small minority of those who have it.
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